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PRAYER, AN EFFECTIVE MEANS OF ATTAINING
DIVINE<GRACE AND FAVOR

Sermon of Hazrat Khallfatul-Ma51h II1; delivered at Rabwah, on October 30, 1970.

"And When My servants ask thee about Me, say, 'I answer the prayer of the supplic-

ant when he prays to Me. So they should hearken to Me and believe in Me that they may
follow the right way.'"*® (Holy Quran, 2:187)

"Say to the bellevers, 'But for your prayer to Him, my Lord would not care for you.'"
(25 7a) ’ : i : )

Having(recited the above verses of the Holy Quran, Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih said:

"Every moment of a believer's life should be spent in remembrance of Allah and in
humble :supplication to Him. We should never forget that Allah alone is the Source of
life, and every aspect of life and subsistence is attained from Him. Man attains to~
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favor and grace. There are different means of attalnlng Allah s grace and favor, ment—
"ioned in the Holy Quran and one of them, and a very effective one, is prayer, which man
should never ignore: In truth, it would have been impossible for man t¢o attain knowledge
of Allah, had He not Himself by His grace, informed us of His existence and.of being near
"to us. He loves us and He demonstrates His love through His affectionate word and Kind .
Behavior. He guickens the slumbering soul and intoxicates the sensible ones. ,

The question is: How can man experience God's nearness and love,without which 1ife

is not worth it. God says,"ask of Me, I will accept your prayer, and will thus grant
you the capacity to do good deeds, which is the means of attalnlng nearness to Me.

From the verses I have recited now, it is clear that, as a result of acceptance ‘of
his prayer, man, by experiencing God's Glory, Power and Majesty, does righteous deeds
cheerfully, the capacity to do which he gets from his Lord, and he gains in faith. Man
cannot attain Divine favor and grace without knowing Him and being entirely His. With-
out Divine kncwledge ‘man-.cannot do the good deeds Allah wants him to do, nor can he?havé'
the progressive faith He wants him to have. God says, "I accept your prayers so that
you may do good deeds checrfully, and, as a result, your faith grow stronger and your
Knowledge of God increases, and that you be blessed with right guidance and true success
in llfe, 1e., progrtss1ve nearness to Me, for which you have been created.”

In short, as a. result of prayer, man is blessed W1tn increasing capacity to do good.
work and with progressive faith in and nearness to God. There are other ways, too, but
this, too, is a beautiful and bright way to which Allah has drawn our attention in the
Holy Quran.. Man should not think that he can attain nearness to God by following the
ways' that lead him:away from Him. It is self-contradictory. Man should never think that

“he cé&n ‘win the pleasure of God without the helf of God. Man can do nothlng w1thout
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Allah's help and succour. We should seek His assistance; we should pray to him; we
should also beseech Him to accept our prayer and show us some sign and miracle of
acceptance of prayer, and thus, through His Grace and Mercy, enable us to do good work
cheerfully, and grow stronger-in faith.

Man, by himself, can do nothing, Man should not allow himself to be misled by his
low desires, he should not feed fat his passion; he should not be self-assertive and
vain. Meekness should be his very nature and humility his conduct. Allah says, "Say
to the believers, 'But for your-prayer to Him, my Lord would not care for you.'"™ God
is self~sufficient. He is noct in need of you, you are in need of Him. If you do not
realize this, dependence upon Him, if you do not seek honor from Him to have honor in
this world; if, even to.get the laces of your shoes, you consider yourself capable
enough, physically and financially, you. are undone, you are docmed. "If you do not
knock at the door of that Self-Sufficient Being with prayer - the Being Whc does not
depend on you, on Whom you are dependent every monment - you are ruined.

So, we should not be careless; We should not be negligent. Even as our Dear and
Beloved Lord does neither slesp nor slumber, we, too, should try to keep awake to the
extent He has c¢iven us power to do so. In this way we, too, ma_,‘though on a small
scale, reflect His attribute mentioned in the Holy Quran - “Slumber seizes Him not,
nor sleep." We should have an ardent desire to reflect in ourselves all His attrlbutes,

including this one.

So, when you reflect this Divine attribute, ie., you are never carelass and negleqt-
ful; when you realize that you are nothing, He is everything - He alone is All-Mighty;
et e ,-%hatyugmdopq.na;mdupgnd upon you for anything, rather, you depend on

Him for evefythlnc, you will attain His nearness and pleasure, and He will aucepﬁ'your T
prayers aihd show you signs of His Power.

May God grant that every moment we feel - and this feeling be ever existent in our
heart ~ that at every moment and in every matter and in every affair we are dependent on
Him! May our struggle to attain His grace and favor continue for ever in our lives and
be ever entitled tc His Grace and Mercy! Amen!

NOTICE!!

The Missionary-in-Charge will, Insha~Allah, be away from the States for about a month
77 2tive 12th of June. He will go to Canada under instructions of the Center. He
earnestly requests the prayer of all brothers and sisters for his safe and successful
trip. - All letters intended for him should be sent to his Dayton address as usual, from
where thev will be redirected to him in Canada. _

.NEYY CONVERTS - By the Grace of Allah, two young people of Dayton have joined the
Holy Movement in this month. May Allah grant them steadfastness and all-around progress.

TABLIGH (PROPAGATION) DAY ON JUNE 27

Please observe Tabligh Day on June 27 by distributing handbills abundantly, visiting
friends and relatives in their houses or inviting them to your own houses.

OBITUARY

We announce with great sorrow the demise of our Brother, Abdul Hamid of Pittsburgh,
who passed away recently, Inna lillahi wa inna ilaihi rajioon (To Allah we belong, and
to Him we shall return). He was one of the most sincere and senior member of the Jamat.
May Ailal bless him with a lofty position in Heaven and may Allah grant his family to
the separation. Our deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolence to his family and to the
Pittsburgh Jamat.
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Washington ~ Friday Prayers and Sunday MYeetings werc regularly held. In theAébséhEé.off,f

/J
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the Missionary, Brother Abdul Wadud led the Friday Prayer and also conducted the .. .
Sunday teeting. The financial secrctary of the Mission submitted his report and- also
handed over the dues to the Headguarters. The Mission arranged a pwrty to say. fare-
well to Br. Syed Jawad Ali and welcome to Br. Maagbul A. Qureshi.: The MtsS|onary-|n?
Charge and some members from Philadclphia and flew York also. part|c|pated in. the. ‘
function. The HMissionary-in-Charge of the Circle, Br. Magbul A. Quroshl in addition
to performing his enormous dutics as Secraotary, accompanied. the Chief Missionary
during his tour over the eastern coast from Washington to doston. He had also to
take care of Br. Huhammad Haroon lsa, a sincsre member of the Washington Jamat who
suddenly had an attack of mental JiSfaSC. fembers arc requested to pray for his
speedy and perfect recovery. Amen.

Baltimore - Br. Abdul ‘Hafecz, President, rzports that they had regular Juma Scrvices and

Sunday Mectings. In one of their mcetings therc werc five visitors who were supplued
with information as well as litzrature about Islam. They had children's class and
Khuddam's meeting too. Brothcr Abdur Rahman, although doing better now, is still in
hospital. Sister Saliha is out of the hospital but is still under troatm nt. Members
are requested to pray for their completc and-early cure. Expressing felecity at the
visit of their Mission by the Missionary-in-Charge and the Missionary of their Cizrle,
he writes: ‘e all enjoyed having you and 8r. M.A. Qureshi visit our little fMission.
My wife and | fecl honored to have you visit our little home and have lunch with us.
So, please, come again to sec us soon, it is a pleasurs to have you in our midst, ==

New York - Br. Muhammad Sadiq, President, reports that they had regular Friday Service,

Sunday Mceting and Children's Class. Br. Yusef Latecf gave two lectures at a high
School in Hew Jerscy. The subject was ''The: Physical, koral, and Spiritual States of
Man''. After each lecture copies of '"Teachings of Islam' were distributed. He gave a
Third lccture at a church kefore a congregation of about 300 people. .The topic was,
"Threefold Reformation of Man'' and ''State of .Man After Death’. Literature was

distributed on this occasion, too. May Allah bless all his services with good result

and grant him capacity and opportunity to serve His cause more in futurc! Amen.

The finhancial report of the Mission shows that, by the Grace of Allah, the Mission has
made considerable progrcss in monthly subscription. Five members have paid from
fifty to eighty dollars detailed as: Br. Yusef Lateef - $32.41; Br. Majid Ali -
$65.00; Br. Bashir Afzal - §40.00; Br Muhammad Sadia - $60.00; Sr Igbsl Lwtoof -
$50.00. The rest of the members 3150 have paid handsome amounts, some 30, some 2
some 20 and few below 10. The total subscription is $496.41, lhamdul:ll=h' May
Altah bless them and thair income and enable them to make ovrr more sacrifuces in
His Cause! Amen! -

Chicago = Br. Abdul Karim, President, reports that the Chicago Mlss,on hao regular Frsday

Prayer. Br. Abdul Latif Ahmad, Correspondent Secrctary, writes that rocnntly he
rcceived a letter from the lcﬂdor of the Black Muslim Movoncnt Elijah ruhammaa, who
says, that ‘it is nmmaterlal what peoplc think about his clalm or how he te aches ‘N'
Islam, because God came in thc¢ person of Fard Muhammad and taught and raised him. .up
as his messenger to raise up the dead blacks in North Amcrica and he is dolng it. His
assetion that God came in the person of a weak human being shows whwt sort of

Islam he teaches. Br. Lateef also invited him to come himself or send some of his
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