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RELIGION WRITER LEVELS
‘CON GAME’ CHARGE AGAINST
SOME CHURCHES

Cleveland (UPI) — Some churches are “Operat-
ing the biggest con game in the country”,
George R. Plagenz, religion writer for Scripps-

Howard Newspapers and United Features Syndi-

cate, has charged.

In a weekend article titled, “What Your Pastor
Knows but Won’t Tell You”, Plagenz argued,
“Many church-goers would be shocked to leam
that their ministers don’t believe in the nhvsi-
cal resurrection of Jesus, or look upon Jesus’
miracles — such as feeding the 5,000 and walk-
ing on the water — as myths.”

", Plagenz, an ordained minister and religion edi--
- tor of the Cleveland Press, noted recent reports
that most Bibical scholars don’t believe in the
physical resurrection of Jesus.

“Because most ministers learn their theology in
the seminaries where these scholars teach, it is
easy to see why few ministers - at least in the
large liberal, mainline deneminations — believe

“that Fesus rosefrom the dead physically”, — —
Plagenz said.

While the religion writer’s criticism was targeted
principally at liberal churches, he added, “Some
evangelicals have their own version of the con
game.”

“Radio and TV evangelists, who fill the airwaves

across the country on Sunday mornings, raise

$500 million 4 year through donations sent in by
their listeners,” he wrote,’ Has bilking the believ-

er too often become the name of the game for
some evangelicals?”’

The columnist commented, “It appears to be
obvious that what is confronting both the liber-

als and the evangelicals is the average church-goers’s

strong desire to believe the simple truths of the
Christian faith.

“While the evangelicals exploit this, the liberals
play coverup and make-believe, giving their
people the impression they believe, when they
don’t. Any way you look at it, it’s a con game”,
Plagenz concluded.

(Dayton Daily News)

TRINITY ADDED LATER

My letter is in reply to a comment made by a
recent letter which suggested that any organi-
zation which identified itself as Christian but
does not teach the Trinity is potentially dan-
gerous. I am not affiliated with the Way or-
ganization nor do I support their activities,
but I have done considerable research concern-
the Trinity.

The. term Trinity is not found in the Bible nor
was it used by the first-century Christians.
Though the triune god idea had been worship-
ped for centuries by pagan nations, it was not
adopted by Christendom until about three cen-
turies after Christ left the earth.

This formal adoption of the Trinity to Christ-
ianity took place under Emperor Constantine
who himself was a pagan until baptized on his
deathbed. Constantine saw many political

and personal advantages in the intermingling
of paganism and Christianity. The Trinity

also emphasizes the co-equality of its three per-
sons. Christ stated that the Father is greater.
The Father is also stated as being the “head”
of Christ”.

I see as a greater danger the panicky labeling
of groups. Even Christ Himself was labeled a
cultist or sect leader by his contemporaries.

Wayne Township — Marianne Griffith
Dayton Daily News
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