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KHALIFATUL MASIH’S STRONG WARNING TO AHMADI LADIES

REGARDING OBSERVANCE OF ISLAMIC PURDAH
HISTORIC ADDRESS TO LADIES SESSION AT JALSA SALANA

Rabwah, Pakistan: In his address to the ladies ses-
sion of Jalsa Salana on December 27, 1982, Hazrat
Ameerul Momineen, Mirza Tahir Ahmad, Khalifa-
tul Masih IV, recited Tashahhud, Ta’awwuz, Sura
Fateha and the following verses of Sura Annoor:
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“Say to the believing men that they restrain
their eyes and guard their private parts. That is

purer for them. Surely, Allah is well aware of what
they do.

“And say to the believing women that they
restrain their eyes and guard their private parts,
and that they disclose not their natural and artifi-
cial beauty except that which is apparent thereof,
and that they draw their head coverings over their
bosoms, and that they disclose not their beauty
save to their husbands, or to their fathers, or the
fathers of their husbands or their sons or the sons
of their husbands or their brothers, or the sons of
their brothers, or the sons of their sisters, or their
women, or what their right hands possess, or such
of male attendants as have no sexual appetite, or
young children who have no knowledge of the hid-
den parts of women. And they strike not their feet
so that what they hide of their ornaments may
become known. And turn ye to Allah all together,
O believers, that you may succeed.’ (24:31-32)

After reciting these verses, he said he had
recited these verses because he was feeling that
among the misfortunes falling on Islam, the
greatest misfortune is that of Baypurdigee (going
without Purdah). This misfortune is preying upon
Muslims in different forms. In many countries, the
Muslim woman is being deprived of Purdah. A few
days ago, a Fatwa (decree) has been issued in some
countries that Purdah is not only non essential, it
is forbidden (haraam), a taboo.

Expressing his sorrow on the condition of these
countries, Khalifatul Masih said that when he exa-
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Purdah with Chadar that their virtuous character
and nobility are obviously seen by the entire socie-
ty. Their attitude is not instigative but it repels
the evil eyes. In such societies, a Chadar is the
exact Islamic Purdah. Hence in various circum-
stances, keeping in view the different back-
grounds, Islamic decisions have to be made and as
he has explained, there is possibility of all these
matters in Islam.

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih said: There is another
Purdah and that is of Ahl-Bait (family of the Holy
: Prophet,s.a.w.s) which is more strict than the or-
dinary one. They have been enjoined by Allah the
Exalted in the Holy Quran, that it is better for
them to remain in their homes as far as possible,
but if they go out they have to cover themselves
completely.

These three kinds of Purdah, Khalifatul Masih
pointed out, are Islamic Purdah and have been in
vogue in various circumstances, but the ladies of
the Jamaat are not permitted to adopt whatever
form they wish to take and violate Islamic Purdah.

Hazoor mentioned the restriction put this year
for limiting the stage tickets only to those ladies
who observe Islamic Purdah. He said: to sit on the
stage is not the prerogative of highly medern
society. Its criterian is Taqwa. It is the right of
those who offer sacrifice. In this respect, wherever
Purdah with Chadar is strictly carried out, they
are permitted to do so, yet the decision rests with
the administration of the Jamaat. Nevertheless, to
observe Purdah with Burqa is easier than with
Chadar.

Referring to the strict attitude on Purdah,
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih eulogised one of his
female relatives and said: Our Baji Jan had strict
attitude regarding Purdah from the beginning, as
she observed Hazrat Musleh Mauood all her life
and acted upon his directives. Hearing her
discourses and witnessing her way of life, a few
used to call her very old fashioned and some dubb-
ed her insane. He said he knew only the old
fashioned period of Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa
(peace and blessings of God be on him). Anyhow,
when our Baji Jan practiced strictness regarding
stage tickets, she had to hear harsh things from
some women which made her sad and grieved.
Hazoor told her not to be sad but pour all her
griefs on him and he would bear all these griefs.
She should carry out these injunctions fearlessly
as he himself was responsible for these directives.
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Hazoor further said that he is the slave of one
who initiated Islam and introduced Purdah. He
considers himself nothing. He is the slave of the
slaves, full of faults and weak, and does not know
why this position has been conferred upon him.
Whatever he is, whether weak or otherwise, at any
rate he has to try to perform the responsibilities
connected with this rank. He is afraid of being
questioned by Allah the Exalted after his demise.

Elucidating his subject, Khalifatul Masih
remarked that various motives are attributed
towards the introduction of different injunctions.
For instance, when the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be on him) distributed the booty
among the Muhajereen (immigrants from Mecca)
at the victory of Mecca and the Ansars (helpers of
Medina) were deprived of it, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of God be on him) clarified his
motive by stating that he would not settle in his
native town but rather would return among his
Ansar brothers.

Hazoor mentioned that the father of a girl, in a
letter, had accused him of injustice in this respect.
At first he thought of replying to him, but then he
reflected that when one is turned against the
Khalifa of the time, then the case is with the
Master of the Heaven. Hence his reaction was that
the decision rested with Allah, the Exalted, alone.

Khalifatul Masih said that he is becoming strict
as he is visualising that our generations are enter-
ing a very dangerous period. It is so dangerous
that if these generations are not rectified, their
progeny would go so far away from Islam that the
present generation would see them with regret and
despite making all efforts they would not be able
to bring them back. All these efforts are being
launched to purify Islamic society. Allah the Ex-
alted has said in the Holy Quran and these verses
of the Holy Quran were forcing him to do so. There
are such occurrences before him, particularly tak-
ing place in foreign countries that even Pakistani
ladies are being affected by them and have
violated the law of Purdah. Then a grievous event,
like an ulcer, is that an Ahmadi girl has embraced
Christianity. This event has upset his heart and
made him restless.

Hazoor said that at times even things permitted
have to be abandoned for the sake of God. There
are going to arise some needs that you have to
prepare yourselves for even greater sacrifices than
this. Some injunctions may not have any relation-
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KHALIFATUL MASIH ANSWERS A QUESTION

Q. It isrelated that a time will come when among
Muslims there will be one true sect and 72 other
sects. What are the distinguishing features of the
true sect?

A. The number seventy-two is very difficult to
prove numerically. Many years ago a Muslim
scholar counted the number of Muslim sects as 72
but the process of sects appearing and disappear-
ing is a continuous one. So if you enter the maze of
72 sects, it will be difficult for you to get out of it
wholly. Even without going into the debate of 72
sects, you can prove the point from this angle. The
point is that the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of God be on him) mentions a time when the
72 would stand opposed to one. There would be 72
on one side and one on the other. Whenever this
time would appear, the one would be right and the
72 wrong. So it is for them to count. As far as we
are concerned, it is very easy to count one. We
know we are one and it is a simple number to
count.

In the whole history of Islam, only we have been
chucked out. Never before has a sect been labelled
non-Muslim. Others have been called Kafirs but
that is a different terminology. Only we have been
declared non-Muslims. We are one against
however many they may be. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of God be on him) was asked
how could one find out which was the sect which
belonged to him. This was a very difficult ques-
tion. If in a basket of 73 eggs, one is good and 72
are rotten, then how do you pick the good one?
The Holy Prophet’s reply was so simple, so logical
and apparent that one bows one’s head in com-
plete submission to such a Prophet. His answer
was that whoever of the 73 is like me and my
followers is the right sect. If whatever you see hap-
pening to me and my followers happens to that
sect and its followers, then they can’t be wrong.
They will be the sect which belongs to me.

All that happened to the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of God be on him) and his followers
is reproduced exactly in the history of Ahmadiy-
yat. At the time of the Holy Prophet, the rest of
the Arabs got together and persecuted him to an
extreme degree. The Muslims were not even given
the right to call themselves Muslims and were
given different names by their opponents; the
wives of Muslims were declared to be divorced,
their houses looted and it was said that whoever

killed a Muslim would go to heaven.

The beauty of this argument is that it cannot be
faked. To go through apparent hell, which Ahmad-
iyyat has occasionally undergone, is not the job of
a fake person or community. No one falsely claim-
ing to be right would gladly accept the situation
repeatedly.

When they declared us non-Muslims, it was the
one time in the history of Islam when the 72 (or
whatever the number may be) got together and
declared this one sect as non-Muslims. This is the
one sect which is deprived of the right of giving
the name to its own religion and the one sect
whose property does not belong to its followers.
This is the situaion which has been described in
the tradition of the Holy Prophet (peace and bless-
ings of God be on him).

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS

1. Sahibzada Mirza Munir Ahmad, a grandson of
the Promised Messiah, has arrived in the U.S.A.
for the treatment of his cardiac infarction. All the
members are requested to pray for his speedy
recovery. Aameen.

2. Maulvi Inamul Haq Kausar had his hernia
operation in a Cleveland hospital by Dr. Syed
Jafar Ali. All the members are requested to pray
for his speedy recovery. Aameen.

3. Dr. Qazi Muhammad Barkatullah and Mrs.
Barkatullah have been blessed with a baby boy
and have named him Rizwan. May Allah enable
the parents to train the child into a religious per-
son. Aameen.

4. Mr. Nadeem Ahmad Faizi and Mrs. Faizi have
been blessed with a baby boy and have named him
Adam Shah Faizi. The newborn’s maternal great-
grandfather was the late Syed Zainul Abideen
WaliUllah Shah Sahib, and the paternal great-
grandfather was the late Malik Barkat Ali Sahib.
The grandparents, Mr. Faizur Rahman Faizi and
Mrs. Waseema Faizi, have made a special request
to the members of the Jamaat to pray that Allah
may empower the parents to train the child in the
best possible way and enable him to follow the
good examples of his great-grandparents. Aameen
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FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF THE COMPANIONS ~
B

y
Hazrat Muslihi Mauood, Khalifatul Masih 11
(May Allah be pleased with him)

I urge you to follow the example of the Compa-
nions of the Holy Prophet, may Allah be pleased
with them. They presented in their persons and
conduct the result of the prayers and perfect in-
struction of the Holy Prophet, peace and blessings
of God be on him. After his death, the second con-
sensus that took place was on the setting up of the
system of the truly guided Khilafat. If you study
the history of Islam and reflect upon it, you will
find that the progress made by Islam during the
time of the rightly guided Khalifas, began to
decline when the Khilafat took on the form of
kingship, and Islam and the Muslims were pro-
gressively reduced to the condition which you
observe today. After an interval of 1300 years,
God Almighty raised the Promised Messiah with
the rank of Prophet, according to the prophecies of
the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, and after his
death the system of the rightly guided Khilafat
was initiated once more. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih,
Maulana Nurud-Din Sahib was the first Khalifa in
this dispensation. May Allah raise him to the
highest rank in heaven and bestow millions of His
mercies and blessings on him. May Allah join him
to the company of the Holy Prophet and the Pro-
mised Messiah, peace be on them, whose love filled
his heart and coursed through his veins. We took
the oath of allegiance to him on the basis of this
very doctrine. Therefore, so long as this system
continues in force, Islam will continue to progress
materially as well as spiritually.

r——

Our first duty is to propagate Islam. We must
make a united effort to win the favor and grace of
God. I urge you repeatedly that having establish-
ed a relationship with me, after the Promised
Messiah, you must fulfill the obligations of that
relationship loyally and remember me in your
prayers. I shall continue to remember you in my
prayers. I have never made any supplication in
which I have not prayed for the members of the
Movement. From now on, I shall do it still more.
Be warned that you must do nothing contrary to
your covenant with God Almighty. Our supplica-
tion should be that we should live as Muslims and
die as Muslims. Aameen.

THE PROMISED REFORMER DAY
(YAUMI MUSLIHI MAUOOD)
FEBRUARY 20, 1983

All the Missionaries and the Presidents of tme¢
Ahmadiyya Jamaats in the U.S.A. are reminded
that the 20th of February is the day when the pro-
phecy of the Promised Messiah (peace be upon
him) about the illustrious son was published and it
was declared to be a great sign of his truthfulness.
Hence, the meetings connected with the day
should be held on Sunday, February 20, 1983 and
this prophecy and its fulfillment in the person of
Hazrat Mirza Bashirud Din Mahmud Ahmad,
Khalifatul Masih II (may Allah be pleased with
him) should be explained to the people in detail.
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