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Ahada. (Verily, the mosques are for God and nobody
else should be called upon there besides Him). Fala
Tad’oo Ma’Allahi Ahada, he said, gives us the
message that we should only talk about God while in
the mosque. We should not talk about trade transac-
tions and other worldly affairs. Whoever stands in
need of having an important talk with someone should
go out of the mosque.

The young men who had come from other places
were told by Huzur that they should tell the people in
their own areas that they should observe the etiquettes
for the mosque.

When somebody talked to him about the hinder-
ances being placed in the way of the Ahmadiyya
Jamaat .to put up mosques, Huzur said: You should
pray on the ground, where no building has been put
up, for there is none who can stop you from offering
your prayers. Let the place be clean. The children
should not make it dirty.

Talking about the preaching of our message, Huzur

exhorted the Jamaat to see that everybody did take
part in this blessed work. It is not enough, he said, to
have a few missionaries and to leave this huge task to
them. He cited the example of Ch. Bashir Ahmad, the
father of our missionary, Mr. Munir Ahmad, who as
an engineer in the Navy, went to Madagascar and got
hold of some people to preach to. We have a well
established Jamaat there now.

At this session, Huzur also talked of the blind
members of the Community and opined that some-
thing must be done for them to make them useful to
mankind. He told the Vakil-ut-Tabshir to collect the
data and also write to the missions in advanced coun-
tries to let us know what they are doing for their blind.
Huzur remarked that they could also learn different
languages and thus prove themselves to be very useful
to the Community as well as to the rest of the world.
The invalid women, he said, could also do a lot and
live a better life.

970-YEAR OLD MOSQUE IN CHINA

By Shin Jinlung

The Oldest mosque in China stands in the port city
of Quanzhou in Fujian province, which Marco Polo
had visited more than once in the 13th century and
called it Zaitun. It was built 970 years ago on the
model of the great mosque of Damascus.

During Marco Polo’s visits the port, held to be one
of the largest and most commodious in the world and
comparable with Egypt’s Alexandria, was surrounded
with Zaitun (coralbead) trees. Ships from India and
Arab countries called at the port bringing in pearls,
precious stones, pepper, sandalwood and herbal
medicine. They took away satin and porcelain for
which the city was particularly famous.

In its heyday Zaitun was the temporary home of
thousands of merchants and preachers from Syria and
other Arab countries, Persia, India and Morocco.
Some settled down and intermarried with the Chinese.
Ibn Batuta, the great Moroccan traveller, had written
vivid accounts of the city’s prosperity.

The mosque, built entirely of granite which still
abounds in the locality, has a gate 20 meters high and

four point five meters wide. It is pointed and cupped at
the top. The gateway is topped by a minaret, a tower
from which the call to prayers is given. It is surrounded
by a Chinese-style balcony.

The prayer hall can accomodate some 300 faithfuls.
There are stone inscriptions of the Holy Quran on the
walls.

One of the peculiarities of the mosque is that it is
without a roof. Huang Qiurun, who is head of a local
three-member group responsible for the protection of
the mosque, said that whether the mosque originally
had a roof or not had long been a subject of discussion
among some Chinese archaeologists.

Local chronicles reveal there were six to seven mos-
ques in Zaitun during the Sung and Yuan dynasties
(10th-14th century). Only one has remained to this
day, and it was built in 1010 with the funds contributed
by Muslim residents who had settled in the port. After
300 years, it was rebuilt by Ahmed, son of a Muslim
from Jerusalem. The mosque has since received good
protection.
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