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SINGAPORE, FIJI, AUSTRALIA

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV, may God be his Helper,|
left Rabwah on August 22, 1983, to visit Singapore, Fiji,
Australia and Sri Lanka Ahmadiyya Missions. He was
seen off by a large number of people gathered for this
purpose at the Masjid Mubarak. Huzur led the Asr
prayer and then offered a collective silent prayer along
with all those who had come to see him off. Before leav-
ing Rabwah, Huzur went to the Bahishti Magbara.and
offered prayers on the graves of Hazrat Amman Jan (the
holy spouse of the Holy Founder of the Jamaat), Hazrat
Muslih Mauood and some other persons. Having finished
with prayers at the graveyard, Huzur left for Lahore.

From Lahore Huzur flew to Karachi where he stayed
till. the moming of September 8. As reported by Ch.
Hamidullah Sahib, Vakil-i-Aala, Huzur left for
Smgapore at 5:40 in the morning.

At Singapore he was received by the members of the
? Jamaat in Singapore as well as the representative
members from Indonesia, Malaysia, and Saba. There was
a great scene of joy; the reception that the members of
the Jamaat gave to their most respected spiritual leader
was second to none and it will definitely be remembered
by all the people for a long time to come.

While in Singapore, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih got his
message of Assalamo alaikum ¢onveyed to the members
of the Jamaat in Pakistan. He had done the same for the
residents of Rabwah while departing from Karachi.

:§, It will be recalled here that before embarking on
the tour, Huzur had asked all the members of the
z Jamaat all over the world to pray for the success of
the tour, which, he said, would take him to
‘§ Singapore, Fiji, Australia and Sri Lanka.
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KHALIFATUL MASIH IV COMPLETES FAR EAST TOUR
FOUNDATION LAID FOR FIRST AHMADIYYA MOSQUE IN AUSTRALIA

AND SRI LANKA VISITED

Photograph of Hazrat
Mirza Tahir Ahmad,
Khalifatul Masih IV
included in the original
print edition was of
unacceptably low
quality and has been
removed from the digital
version of the
document.

Hazrat Mirza Jahir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih n
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While in Singapore, Huzur led the Friday Serv1ce g»-

at the Ahmadiyya Mosque and in his Sermon he
dilated on one of the revelations received by the Holy

Founder of the Jamaat; that revelation 1s

f/v@./uv,r/u) &

Which roughly translated into English means that 1f

@@@%@%ﬂW@W@ww9ﬂwww@wwwww@w@wwwwwww






























The Ahmadiyya Gazette

11

Movember 1983

symbol of that institution of Messiah which had been
promised to the Jews before. This is our belief. So,
now the differences again—betweenus and the rest of
the Muslims. They believe that the Messiah was a
prophet as we too believe, but, he did not die upon
the cross but ascended bodily to heaven and is being
preserved there for his future descent to mankind.
That view is slightly similar to the view of Christians,
but in a different way.

The Christians believe that Christ was put on the
corss, he died ....(unclear)..for three days for the sake
of humanity and then ascended to heaven and sat by
the right hand side of Allah, God, the Creator, and
he awaits the time when he will come again to this
earth and save the whole of mankind in terms of the
final and ultimate savior. This is the view of all the
Christians. The Muslims also believe that he was
taken up bodily to heaven but not after death, before
death, he never died. That means he is still alive and
will come at some later time, say, when he has lived
the age of two thousand years ¢r so, because, accord-
ing to them, he has not yet come.

So, the Christ in whom they believe is a very old
gentleman, at least 1982 years old. He has not yet
descended but when Allah cQg:ses a time he will
come, but he would come as a Muslim, according to
the Muslims, not as a Christian, We also believe that
he would come but not in the same fashion. We
believe that he died like all other prophets and his
soul has passed on to heaven and is in the vicinity of
God like all other prophets’ places in the vicinity of
their Lord. So, the phenomenon will be...(unclear),
the phenomenon of Messiahhood, not the person of
Christ. This is ... (unclear). Because we believe him to
have died a death not upon the cross but a death later
on after fulfilling his mission.

I will make this very clear to you; we also believe
that he has died, but not upon the corss; he survived
the torture on the cross, later on migrated like other
prophets before him to a part of the people who had
migrated before him. Now, by that we mean that it
was written in the Bible, the Old Testament, that ten
tribes of Israel had migrated before the time of Christ
to some other land and those are the lost sheep of
Israel to whom Christ refers before his departure. He
says in the New Testament, ‘‘I am going to the lost
tribes of Israel.”” Who are the lost tribes? Those cer-
tain tribes which had migrated earlier to the various
parts of the world ... (unclear) migrations toward the
East.

So, when Christ said before his ... or ... that ‘I

would leave you and go to the lost trite of Israel,” he
exactly referred to what the Holy Quran says that ‘I
would be saved, I would migrate to a part of the
world where previously some tribe of Israel had
migrated and by that I fulfill my mission.” He meant
that ‘I am not only for the two tribes who remain
there in the mainland, because, my mission is to the
whole of the people— the Israelite people.” And that
mission could not be fulfilled unless he: was given time
and opportunity in thi; very life to fulfill that mission
by exhorting (unclear) all the various tribes of
Israelites. So, this is exactly what happened according
to us.

Q: Anditisthen the whole differencz, it is the whole
difference between you and ...

Hazoor: ‘It is the fundamental difference from
which the other differences sprout iaturally. Now,
we believe that Christ, not Christ, Messiah, let’s call
him Messiah, as an office of Christ, 1e would appear
again not bodily but his manifestation would come;
this person would be raised from among the Muslims
who would have many similarities in nature to the
personality of Christ and that is exactly our belief.
Now the Holy Prophet Muhammaiad, peace be on
him, had made many predictions about this event. He
had said in so many words at various places that the
Messiah, son of Mary, would come and he would be
the savior of not only Muslims but he would become
the ... of the spread of Islam all over the world. So, in
this indirect way he would become ultimately the
savior of the whole of mankind.”

Questioner resumes: This he said ...
thought perhaps;

Hazoor: “Of course, it is strange, because you are
not Muslim, you are born in a different atmosphere;
like we come from a different climate to your climate,
the very climate is strange to us, strangeness is no
criterion, the point is the internal lcgic, internal logic
is the criterion, whether our view hclds to the internal
logic of things or not, that is the question. Now our
belief is, according to the Holy Prophet, the person
who was to come in the name of Christ was to be
born among the Muslims bearing his characteristics.
Also, the Holy Prophet called him 1 prophet, he said
he was a prophet and so when he reappeared ... he
would remain a prophet. So, we believe that pro-
phethood has not ended in entirety.””

Questioner resumes: You are waitiag for ...

Hazoor: ‘‘No, we believe that he hias come already,
that is a difference again. That is the third difference
and I am coming to that later. The second difference
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and Iraq ...

Hazoor: “‘It is a political issue, it is just a political
issue. Islam says that it ... happens that Muslim
powers should fight but not ... other Muslim powers;
it is said in the Holy Quran. But what should be the
reaction of the rest of the Muslim world is what Islam
wants us to know. Islam teaches that you should
always be on the side of justice, first try to persuade
those who are wronging others, Muslims from among
the Muslims those who cling to wronging other
Muslims, try to persuade them and make them see
reason. If they persist in their wrong doing then the
rest of the Muslim world should raise arms against
the aggressor and stop this fighting by opposing the
people who are wrong but only to that extent. The
moment justice is established they should forget
about the whole situation and fall back to their nor-
mal line.”

Que_stioner resumes: About Iran, is it correct, Your
Highness, that many people in the Muslim world par-
ticularly about Iran ... (rest of cjuestion is drowned in

background noise). !

Hazoor: ‘“They are naturally vTorried about it.”
Questioner: Why is it so?

Hazoor: ‘““‘About the situationglznllran? ... get wor-
ried; you know if there s a ity which befalls
Norway, God forbid, the B.B.G. and other agencies
speak of it and the whole world is ... with praying
(not clear) in mind, just worried about it. So, they are
closer to us than Norwegian people as far as people
are concerned, I mean, there are reasons of sym-
pathy, the reasons of ... (unclear) ... Europe and
America and so on and they are naturally, I mean,
divided in certain reasons. So it is a natural
phenomenon, human phenomenon, if people of your
region suffer you feel more sympathy naturally than
the rest of the world will do. So, because a calamity
has befallen not only Iran but also Iraq and it is a very
disturbing situation, people are suffering. So, those
who are in sympathy with them will naturally suffer.

Q: What is your opinion on Khomeini? How do you
look at Khomeini?

A: My opinion of Khomeini is this: that Allah knows
best. If that man is honest to God and making
mistakes, and only Allah can decide, then it is up to
Allah whether to forgive him or not to forgive him.
But if he is dishonest to God and in the name of Islam
he is doing things which he really knows don’t belong
to Islam, then he is in for a big punishment. So as I
said before I again restate this position of mine, that I
am a man, I don’t know what is happening within

one’s heart and on such things the only judge is
Allah, the God. He knows sometimes in the name of
weakness we commit mistakes fresh calamities,
disturbances, dissatisfaction and war and lack of
peace and so on and so forth.

Some people do it and honestly do it; their
singlemindedness (?) that they can’t take ... (one
word unclear) feelings. Now, as far as the man is con-
cerned ... the history (?) will not ..., but what would
happen to those who do it in the name of religion,
this is the question. This is what differentiates Kho-
meini from others and this is perhaps what you want
to know. He is not an ordinary political person, he is
taken to be a religious person; he sits on a religious
platform and decides issues on religous principles.
So, this is why my answer has become very difficult.
If he makes a mistake honestly

(at this point the questioner interjects but her words
are unclear as she speaks while Hazoor continues to
speak)...

That’s what I mean, that’s what I mean, he is doing it
on certain religious principles, I don’t agree with him!
I ... fully know that those religious prinicples of Islam
to which he has attributed his behavior want a dif-
ferent behavior from mankind—it is my belief. But,
whether this man is condemned or not, this is the
question which I cannot answer. If he is a person—he
is an astute (?) person he does not ... (one word
unclear) about religion, it may happen and he is do-
ing it honestly like some Christian fathers
previously—they took people to inquisition, tortured
and burnt them alive and take them to stake and so
on. A lot of terrible happenings have occurred in the
Christian world because of such miscalculating
people—they did not know their own religion.

So, this pehnomenon which has occurred before in
history in Christianity and other religions, why can’t
it rehappen in the Muslim world? Yet, when you look
back it is very difficult for you to say whether a cer-
tain father who gave the verdict for the burning of all
these people was truly a mad man or a righteous per-
son misunderstanding things or a dishonest person,
i.e., a hypocrite, you don’t know!

At this point the questioner interjects but her words
are unclear)

So, in history such ... (one word unclear) and great
men can be found who do a lot of injustice to the
world through misunderstanding, why the Christian
world cannot understand that such a phenomenon
can occur in the Islamic world as well. This is
understandable!
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IMPORTANCE OF CENTRAL JALSA SALANA
IN THE WORDS OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH

‘‘Be it known to you, my sincere followers, that the
object of your initiation into the Ahmadiyya Move-
ment is that you should abandon worldliness and re-
place it by love of the Benevolent God and of the Holy
Prophet (on whom be peace and the blessings of God).
Your existence here should be so detached that when
your end approaches, you may have no fear of death.

““In order to attain this object, however, it would be
necessary for you to have the benefit of my company
and to devote a part of your time to the pursuits of this
aim. Perchance you may witness (if God wills it so)
some convincing heavenly sign which may serve to
sweep away the sloth and weakness of spirit, and
replace them by certainty of conviction and fervency
of love. It should be your anxious concem, therefore,
always to look out for such an opportunity. As long,
however, as it does not fall to your lot to be constantly
in my company, you should keep it in mind to be occa-
sionally with me. If you fail in this, your initiation
would be nothing but an empty ceremonial, totally
devoid of grace.

“For various reasons, moreover, it may not be
possible for all to have the benefit of a prolonged com-
pany, or for all to come to pay me an occasional visit.
Inherent want of enthusiasm, poverty, or the sheer im-
pediment of distance, or unwillingness due to absence
of zeal to suffer inconvenience or discomfort, nfight
deter a person from paying me a visit. I have decided,
therefore, to set apart three days in a year on which,
God willing, all my sincere followers might present
themselves here, with the exception, perhaps, only of
those who may be sick, or who may have other
unavoidable preoccupations.

“In my judgement it would be appropriate for the
purpose to fix the three days from the 27th to the 29th
of December every year. All of us, therefore, who will
be living on the 27th day of December next, should
make it a point to pay a visit to Qadian on that date
with a view solely to listen to divine addresses and to
join in mass prayer. There shall be held in this Jalsa
(gathering) discourses on religious subjects which
would be the means of strengthening their faith.
Special prayers for the grant of righteousness shall
also be offered on behalf of those who participate in
the Jalsa so that they might attract the grace of

heaven, and the sincerity of their faith might be
accepted by the Compassionate God.

The Jalsa shall also furnish, as a secondary advan-
tage, an opportunity 10 those who may have joined the
community as new members during the expiring year,
to introduce themselves to the fraternity, and thus to
strengthen mutual bonds of love and friendship.
Prayers shall also be said for the repose of the souls of
those who might have passed away in the course of the
year, for unity of spirit among all members of the
fraternity and for elimination from them of
strangeness, hypocrisy and curtness of manner. The
Jalsa will be accompanied by other advantages which
will be apparent as they come along.

It would be better for persons of limited means to
make provisions for the Jalsa beforehand. There
would not be difficulty in finding the necessary ex-
penses at the last moment if they make it a habit to
save small sums of money to be kept apart for this
purpose. It would then be as if they had performed the
journey without any expenses...

““I pray that for every step of their journey they may
have a handsome requital hereafter. Ameen!”’
00O00000000000000000000000000000

JALSA SALANA DELEGATION

Details of the group flights for the Jalsa Salana have
been published in previous issues of the Gazette. This
is to remind all concerned that a number of group

- flights have been aranged as follows:

Tuesday, December 13. ‘
PIA Flight, New York-Lahore Return fare: $1036
KLM, New York-Lahore Return fare: $998
Friday, December 16.

KLM, New York-Lahore Return fare $998
Tuesday, December 20.

KLM, New York-Lahore Return fare $998

The total amount of the fare for each passenger is to
be sent to Washington Headquarters no later than
December 1, 1983. Address all correspondance to:

Jalsa Salana Arangements Committee

2141 Leroy Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
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