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LAJNA ACTIVITIES
IN TABLEEGH

Congratulations to the parents of
young Lajna member Farida  Sheikh,
daughter of Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad, Amir
and Missionary Incharge (USA) and His
wife Safiyya Begum. Farida held her
classmates' intense interest for two
consecutive class periods in  her
Comparative Religions course taught by
Father Sal. On April 30th and May Ist,
she delivered a lecture to 30 young
ladies at St. Cecelia's Catholic High
School for girls in Washington, DC. Her
subject was '"An Introduction to Islam'.
After enlightening them on the Five
Pillars: of 1Islam and the Articles of
Faith, she discussed the basic teachings
of Holy Quran, the Holy Prophet (saw) and
the Promised Messiah (pbh). Her teacher
was so impressed with her presentation
that he announced to the class: "Farida
was not only born into a Muslim family,
but she has accepted Islam for herself;
she actually believes it in her heart by
studying it and through her prayers."
During the question and answer session
which followed, her classmates exhibited
lively interest, particularly on the
subject of dating and marriage in Islam.
One student who wanted to know if anyone
could become a Muslim, received a
resounding 'Yes!" response and an
explanation of the universality of Islam.
Another young lady wanted to know more
about the Holy Quran and how she could
obtain one. Sr. Farida is a dedicated
worker in Lajna meetings where she often
recites the Holy Quran in Arabic and
poems of the Promised Messiah (pbh) in
Urdu in an excellent manner, encouraged
and supported by her devoted parents. Al-
Hamdu-Lillah!

She was also asked about polygamy
and she told the <class that Islam

provides for all human conditions; that
polygamy is not compulsory and it has the
tremendous advantage of providing
security for women whose husbands,
fathers or brothers are killed in war,
among many other advantages. Farida is
also a budding writer. Out of 100
articles submitted to her school literary
magazine, only fourteen were accepted,
and of that fourteen, three were written
by her. These articles were a poem
entitled "As The Rain Pours'; and two
essays entitled "Performing Duties" and
"Charming Memories'.

Congratulations are also due to the
parents of young Lajna members Shelah and
Halah Baksh and Noreen Rahman Malik.
They are daughters of Brother Chaudhry
Allah Baksh and Mrs. Chaudhry; and
Brother Khalil-ur-Rahman Malik and Mrs.
Malik. These enterprising young sisters
are in the Contemporary Religions class
of Dr. Jackson at George Mason University
in Fairfax, Virginia. As a class
project, they invited Sisters Aisha
Sharif (York Jamaat), Shakura Nooriah and
Nusrat Malik to speak for about three
hours on the subject of Ahmadiyya Islam.
Sr. Shakura made a slide presentation of
"An Introduction to Islam'" which was
compiled by Br. Mubasher Ahmad, Jamaat

president. Sr. Aisha presented her own
beautiful slides entitled "A Journey
Through  Ahmadiyyat", based upon her

extended stay in India and Pakistan with
her family in 1983. Approximately 45 stu-
dents and visitors heard the
presentations.

The discussion period which followed
aroused a great deal of interest,
particularly among some of the Sunni
Muslims and their Imam. This small group
in the class took great exception to the
Ahmadiyya teachings regarding the
Promised Messiah (pbh); the meaning of
Khatam-i-Nabiyyeen; and the meaning of
the term "exalted" when used in relation
to the "ascension" of Jesus (pbh) into
heaven. The spokesmen for Ahmadiyyat
gave some substantial answers to support
their position, but discovered that many









