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News from London:
INTERVIEW WITH HUZOOR

People of various religious persuasions including
Muslims (both Ahmadies and non-Ahmadies) from
the following countries were granted interviews by
Huzoor:

France Indonesia

Kenya Kuwait

Libya Nigeria

Pakistan Sierra Leon
Switzerland United Arab Emirate
U.S.A. West Germany )

JANAZA PRAYERS (GHAIB)

Huzur very kindly led the Janaza prayers for the
following during the period under eview:

1. Mr. Faizul Ghani of Lahore

2. Mr. Daud Ahmad of Ahmad Nagar

3. Babu Abdul Karim of Gujranwala

4. Sheikh Mubarak Deen of Gujranwala

A'AMEEN CEREMONY

On August 4, 1985, Huzoor very kindly attended the
- A’ameen ceremony of Shazal Lone, son of Mr. Mubarak
. Ahmad Lone of London, held in the Mahmood Hall.
This function was attended by many members of the
Community. Shazal Lone recited various portio.ﬁs of the
Holy Quran. Huzur gave his blessings to Shazal and
prayed for him.

SOLEMNIZATION OF NIKAHS

On August 3, 1985 Hazoor very kindly solemnized
the following nikahs:

(1) Sahibzadi Amtun Naseer, daughter of the late
Mir Daud Ahmad Sahib, grand daughter of Hazrat
Musleh Maud and Hazrat Mir Muhammad Ishaq
Sahib (may Allah be pleased with them) with Mirza
Ghulam Qadir son of Sahibzada Mirza Majeed
Ahmad Sahib. The bridegroom is a grandson of
Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad Sahib (may Ailah be
pleased with him).

(2) Sahibzadi Amtus Samee daughter of Sahib-
zada Mirza Hafeez Ahmad Sahib (the bride being a
grand daughter of Hazrat Musleh Maud (may Allah
be pleased with him) with Khan Farukh Ahmad
Khan (son of Nawabzada Abbas Ahmad Khan) a
grandson of late Nawab Abdullah Khan Sahib and
Hazrat Sahibzadi Amtul Hafeez Begum Sahiba, the
only surviving child of the Promised Messiah (may
Allah be pleased with him). Hazoor himself acted as
‘““Wali”’ for the brides.

In his sermon, Hazoor first made a mention of the
meritorious services rendered by the late Mir Daud
Ahmad and praised his contribution to this cause.
Hazoor said that the verses which are normally
recited for the Nikah sermon contain the word
‘““Tagwa’’ which is repeated five times and every
time it has a new connotation. It is followed by a
verse which contains a warning for the progeny of
those who remember God, so that the coming
generations should not forget the Divine teachings.
It is, therefore, the duty of the mature generation to
watch the progress of the younger generation and
guide them so as to ensure that they do not forget
the teachings of the Holy Quran. it also warns the
parents that some delinquencies on their part may
naturally reflect in their children. The parents,
therefore, have a special responsibility. Those whe
forget Allah get driven into problems and miseries.
This process continues generation after generation.
He then prayed for the new couples and was joined
in by all those who were present.

On August 4, 1985 on the instruction from
Huzoor, Maulana Mubarak Ahmad Sahib Saqi,
Additional Wakilut-Tasneef and Additional Nazr-e-
Isha’at solemnized the ‘nikah’ of Rukhsana
Rahman daughter of Mr Abdul Rahman Butt and
Moterama Sareh Rahman with Nasir Mahmood
Butt son of the late Nazir Ahmad Butt of Bradford.
Huzoor very kindly attended the ceremony and join-
ed in the prayers.

On September 6, 1985 on the instructions of and
in the presence of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV, Mr
Saqi solemnized the ‘nikah’ of:

(a) Chaudhry Ahmad Mukhtar Sahib, Ameer
Jamaat Ahmadiyya, Karachi and the Province of
Sindh with Mukarma Parveen Rafi,

(b) Agha Khalid Sahib of West Germany with
Ruhi Ahmad of London. Huzoor very kindly joined
in the prayers after solemnization of the ‘nikahs’.

On 7th September, Maulana Mubarak Ahmad
Sahib Saqi solemnized the nikah of Mr Latif Ahmad
Bhatti of Nairobi, Kenya, with Fahima Malik of
London in the presence of Huzoor who very kindly
joined in the prayers.

On September 10, 1985 Huzoor attended the
‘““Waleema Dinner’’ given by Chaudhry Ahmad
Mukhtar Sahib in the Mahmood Hall at the London
Mosque.
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The Mayor in his speech thanked Huzoor for
praising the Dutch nation and said the Dutch people
have always welcomed other peoples and would
welcome the Ahmadis likewise. Later the guests
were entertained at a dinner.

Belgium: On Sunday, September 15, 1985 Hazrat
Khalifatul Masih IV performed the opening cere-

mony of our newly acquired centre in Brussels. The

premises comprise 1% acres of land with a double
storey building with another 112 acre open space at
the rear. This will be used as a Mission house and a
place of worship. Huzoor met all the guests who
were served with light refreshments. .The pro-
ceedings started with the recitation of the Holy
Quran which was translated into Flemish language.
Huzoor addressed the audience and his address was
also translated into the local language. Inspite of his
pre-occupation with election activities, the Mayor
very kindly attended the function. Then a ques-
tion/answer session followed. Finally Huzoor
presented the Mayor with a copy of the Holy Quran
with Dutch translation. About 150 persons including
local residents, members from Holland, Switzer-
land, Germany, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, some
Arab countries and Pakistan participated in the
ceremony. The United Kingdom Jamaat was
represented by Mr. Bashir Ahmad Orchard and
Mian Muhammad Safi, National Quaid Khuddamul
Ahmadiyya, U.K.

NEWS FROM PAKISTAN

Attempted Murder, Krundi (Sind)

On August 29, 1985 at about 2:30 a.m. an
unknown person knocked at the door of Mr. Master
Sher Muhammad, an Ahmadi. Master Sahib was
not at home and his son came out who was imme-
diately fired upon with a pistol. Although the son
sustained injuries and was admitted to hospital but
his condition, by the Grace of Allah, is satisfactory.

Attempted Murder, Sukkhar (Sind)

On September 9, 1985 at about 2 a.m. some
unknown persons attacked the house of Mr.
Muhammad Sadiq an Ahmadi railways employee
who lives in Railway Colony. Some shots were fired
leaving his 16 year old nephew who was sleeping in
the courtyard injured. He was immediately admitted
to the hospital. He had sustained injuries on his
hand and ear but his condition is reported to be
satisfactory. No arrests have so far been made.

Mardan

On August 20, 1985 Sheikh Javaid Ahmad and
Sheikh Bashir Ahmad were accused of displaying
‘Kalima Twyba’ inside their shop. They were
granted bail before arrest’. Before the bail could be
confirmed, the Session Judge cancelled it without
giving any reason. Efforts are being made to have
them released on bail. After the bail was refused, a
group of Maulvis went to the office of the Deputy
Commissioner and the Assistant Commissioner in a
procession and demanded that under no circum-
stances bail should be granted. The two senior civil
servants came out of their offices to receive them
and under pressure from these Maulvis assured them
that no bail would be granted. The most significant
part of this drama is that no local residents from
Mardan took part in this procession. All these
mischief mongers came from outside.

Rabwah

On August 22, 1985 Maulvi Allah Yar Arshad
made a complaint to the local police against Maulvi
Ghulam Bari Sahib Saif, Editor, Mr. Syed Abdul
Hayie Shah, Printer and Mr Muhammad Ibrahim,
Publisher of ‘Monthly Ansarullah’ for ‘‘insulting
the Holy Quran”. In its issue of August 1985, he
said that ‘‘Qadianiat’’ was presented as true Islam
and that those who had accepted ‘Qadianiat’ were
the subject of some verses of the Holy Quran. Fur-
thermore Quranic verses had been quoted in Mirza
Sahib’s revelations. To him this was a gross insult of
the Holy Quran.

Rahim Yar Khan

On August 25, 1985 an Ahmadi youth who was
displaying ‘Kalima’ badge went to a non-Ahmadi’s
shop accompanied by some non-Ahmadi youths.
The shopkeeper called him inside, shut the door and
assaulted him. The matter was reported to the Police
with no apparent result.

Sahiwal

On August 25, 1985 during a meeting held by
‘Devbandis’ in the mosque- of ‘Jamia Rashidia’
speakers warned the Government that if it granted
bail to Ahmadi lawyers involved in ‘Sahiwal case’
then they would take out a procession and complete-
ly destroy the properties of all Ahmadis. They claim-
ed to have prepared a list of such properties. They
were to take out the procession on August 23, 1985.
However, on an assurance by the senior officer that
the judgement in this case would be pronounced
soon they did not take this action.
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circumstances have for the moment made that im-
possible.

The Ahmadis were enthusiastic supporters of the
creation of Pakistan and provided its first foreign
minister, Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, who died
last Sunday at the age of 92. But from the early days
of the state they came under attack from the mullahs
(orthodox religious leaders) as being non-Muslims
because they -regarded their 19th-century founder,
Mirza Tahir’s great-grandfather, as a prophet,
whereas Muslim orthodoxy insists that Muhammad is
the last of the prophets.

In 1953 a campaign to have them declared a non-
Muslim minority led to serious rioting in Punjab. In
1974, the Prime Minister, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, gave
in to a second wave of agitation. The Ahmadis were
officially declared non-Muslims and an affirmation
of belief in the finality of Muhammad’s prophethood
was written into the oath of office of both president
and prime minister.

Although thus excluded from high political office,

and from marrying other Muslims, the Ahmadis were
left largely undisturbed as a community until April
. 26, 1984, when, after a further intensive campaign by
“mullahs, carried on with some official encourage-
ment, President Zia promulgated an ordinance for-
bidding them to call themselves Muslims or use any
Islamic terminology to describe their buildings and
activities. They were also forbidden to use the azan,
or public call to prayer.

It was immediately after this that Mirza Tahir left
Pakistan and came to London. The anti-Ahmadi
campaign had included accusations that the move-
ment had kidnapped a well-known mullah, and
demanded that Mirza Tahir should be interrogated in
connection with this crime, but, he insists, he is not in
any sense a fugitive from justice.

“‘As far as the government of Pakistan is concern-
ed, it has not levelled any accusation against me or
initiated any inquiries against me, in spite of pressure
from the mullahs.”” The government, he says, had
held a series of inquiries into the alleged kidnapping,
each of which “‘reached a stage where it exonerated
me and the community’’, but each time the findings
were kept secret and a new inquiry was set up.

This had been going on for 18 months before
Mirza Tahir left Pakistan on April 26 last year. What
made him decide to leave, he says, was ‘‘not any
allegation but the ordinance of April 26’’ which *‘did
not leave any room for any head of the Ahmadi com-
munity to remain in Pakistan’’.

The Ahmadis firmly believe themselves to be
Muslims —indeed the only true Muslims, recalled to
the essence of Islam by the message of their founder,
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. This does not, they
say, involve any denial of the Prophet Muhammad’s
status as ‘‘Seal of the Prophets’’ (Khatm al-Nabi’in),
because Mirza Ghulam did not claim to bring a new
revelation of divine law which would replace or
supersede the Koran, as the Koran itself is deemed to
have superseded the law of Moses and the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

That being so, it is clearly impossible for the head
of the Ahmadi community to discharge his duties
without making any public reference to Islam. Yet,
under the terms of the ordinance, anyone claiming
publicly to be a Muslim is required to declare that he
regards Mirza Ghulam as an imposter—something
equally impossible for a conscientious Ahmadi to do.
Mirza Tahir was thus obliged to leave Pakistan to
continue discharging his duties as head of the com-
munity.

Not that he is a stranger to this country. He studied
here in the 1950s at the School of Oriental and
African Studies. In this respect there is some similari-
ty to the Ismaili community whose leader, the Aga
Khan, studied at Harvard under the great British
orientalist Sir Hamilton Gibb.

But Ahmadis stress that whereas Ismailis are a very
wealthy community whose prosperity derives from
commerce, and which does not actively seek converts,
the Ahmadi community has relatively small economic
resources—its most distinguished members being
public servants such as diplomats or army officers
—but does seek actively to propagate its version of
Islam throughout the five continents.

Certainly the ‘‘London Mosque’’ in Gressenhall
Street is a modest affair, without pretension to rival
the glamour of the new Ismaili Centre in South Ken-
sington. A larger centre for the Ahmadi community
in Britain is now being built at Tilford, Surrey, under
the name of ‘‘Islamabad’’—which may seem provo-
cative, but the Ahmadis were using it as a telegraphic
address in 1924, long before the present capital of
Pakistan, or indeed Pakistan itself, was even on the
drawing board.

The irony is that in present-day Pakistan it is a
crime even to describe any Ahmadi building as a
““mosque’’. Worse than that, a climate has been
created in which mullahs can with impunity describe
Ahmadis as enemies of Islam deserving death. and
anyone who has a grudge against an individual

















