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14 April, 1986 

Many prisoners have been held incommunicado 
for months after their arrest. This is the period when 
torture or other ill-treatment has been regularly 
reported. 

Amnesty International said it was also concerned 
about short-term political arrests, cruel punishments 
and the use of the death penalty in Pakistan. 

It noted that the total number of prisoners of cons
cience was believed to be lower than in earlier years, 
when thousands were sometimes in custody. Among 
those arrested now are people held for trying to 
engage in non-violent political activity and members 
of the Ahmadiyya community-who have been bann
ed from calling themselves Muslims. 

More than 140 people are reported to have been 
sentenced to death, most of them on criminal 
charges, in 1983 and 1984; over two-thirds of them 
were condemned by special military courts. Flogging 
is frequently imposed by summary and other courts, 
and sentences of amputation have been handed 
down, though Amnesty International has not receiv
ed confirmation that any have been carried out. 

URDU WEEKLY FORCED TO CLOSE DOWN 
A recent report from Pakistan reveals that a 

reputable Urdu weekly Lahore, published at Lahore, 
Pakistan is being forced to close down by Pakistan 
authorities. The method employed is very uncommon 
and unique; the railway and postal authorities simply 
destroy all the bundles containing this journal. It has 

The Ahmadiyya Gazette 

been going on for a considerable period, and inspite 
of the repeated requests and complaints the authori
ties failed to stop the loss. Thus it has caused a great 
anxiety to its readers and subscribers and a heavy 
financial loss to its publisher. 

Lahore weekly has been in circulation since 1952, 
and is the only weekly published in Pakistan whose 
editor is an Ahmadi Muslim. The Government of 
Pakistan has already forced the Daily Alfazal, the 
official organ of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, 
to stop its publication. Moreover a number of issues 
of the other periodicals, even those remotely con
nected with the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, have 
been banned or confiscated. 

Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam is known as a 
peaceful religious body, all over the world, and is ac
tively engaged in the revival of moral and religious 
values . None of its members has ever taken part in 
any terrorist activity anywhere in the world. 

Pakistan Government, according to its declared 
policy, is bent upon harassing and persecuting this 
most loyal and law abiding community, the above 
example of its hostility is the latest one. 

I protest very strongly against this injustice and 
deliberate flouting of the constitution of Pakistan 
and invite the attention of the free press of the world 
to take note of this inhuman behavior of Pakistan au
thorities. The Lahore must not be allowed to close 
down. R. Ahmed, Santos Road, London, SW 18 
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