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The Ahmadiyya Gazette 

the Jerusalem Centre for Biblical Studies and 
Research. 

From the historical and astronomical evidence 
available, the most likely date for Christ's birth w~ 
somewhere between Aguust 24 and September 9 m 
what we now call 12 BC. 

Research begins, naturally enough, with the New 
Testament version of the first Christmas, which is 
mentioned only in the Gospels of St Matthew and St 
Luke. 

St Matthew (Chapter 2, verse 1) fixes it as during 
the reign of Herod. St Luke says it was at a time when 
Caesar Augustus ruled in Rome and called for all the 
world to be taxed, and when Cyrenius was governor 
in Syria (Chapter 2, verses 1 and 2). 

According to the nearest thing to a contemporary 
account by Josephus, the Jewish historian writing 
towards' the end of the first century AD, Herod died 
in what we call 4 BC. The only well-known census 
and taxing organized by Cyrenious, however, was in 
6 AD. The two dates do not coincide. 

It is here that Mr Fleming has re-read carefully the 
relevant verse in St Luke and noted that it says "this 
taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor''. 
He decided that perhaps there had been an earlier 
census. 

Corroborative evidence has just been produced by 
Mr. Jerry Vardaman, director of the Cobb Institute 
of Archaeology in Mississippi. He has discovered 
what he calls "micrograffiti" -minute writing on 
coins and medals, so small that it is visible only with a 
powerful magnification. 

He decided to look for this kind of engraving 
because of a reference in the Book of Jeremiah 
(Chapter 17, verse 1) to the use of "a pen of iron and 
with the point of a diamond". He decided this image 
must have been drawn from a knowledge of existing 
engraving _ technology, and started a microscopic 
study of coins of the period. 

He is now preparing a paper which claims to show 
that the tiny letters, made in the original die-stamp to 
foil counterfeiters, carry all kinds of inscriptions, in
cluding reference to a census in 12 BC. 

A further pointer to that year is ''the star in the 
east". Its description in St Matthew, showing that it 
was seen, then disappeared from the sky and then 
reappeared, bears a marked resemblance to what 
happens with a comet. 

February, 1986 

In 12 BC, Halley's Comet made one of its rare ap
pearances. It could be seen from August 24, disap
peared temporarily while it rounded the sun on 
September 10, and then faded into outer space again 
on October 17 of the year. 

If, as other evidence suggests, Halley's Comet did 
not appear until 10 BC, this does not divert Mr Flem
ing from his theory. The Wise Men could well have 
come to visit the baby when he was two years old, he 
said, but the time would still have been the same 
because of reference to the shepherds "abiding in the 
field". 

Shepherds around Bethlehem abide in the fields to 
this day, but not during December. 

Mr. Fleming blames the Byzantine scholars of the 
fourth and fifth centuries for getting the dates wrong. 
He argues that they assumed that when St Luke said 
Christ was about 30 when he began to preach, he was 
exactly 30. 

They then fixed the date from the mention in St 
Luke (Chapter 3, verse 1) which claims that the vision 
of St John the Baptist and then of Christ began in 
"the 15th year of the reign of Tiberious Caesar". 

So far as the December date is concerned, this was 
simply a takeover by early Christians of an old pagan 
feast. 

On the evidence, Christ was nearer 40 than 30 
when he began his preaching and probably in his 
mid-40s by the time of the Crucifixion. 
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