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make his life meaningful.

These and many other educational affairs cannot
be solved by casual advice. The spiritual ailments,
like physical ailments, are sufferings of life. Wise
and courageous nations struggle against the disease
continuously while unwise and lazy nations give up
after a brief struggle to the extent that they are over-
powered by the sickness. You are in the first row of
living and wise nations. Adopt a way worth your
dignity and give a constant attention to the educa-
tion of not only the youth but also the elders. There
are many gaps to be filled yet. Whenever the atten-
tion is drawn towards the obligatory prayers, it
raises the standard for awhile. If you go on exhort-
ing constantly it will become permanent by the grace
of God. So, raise the standard of prayers and keep it
high forever.

There is a large number of young men in Jamaat
who have not been assigned any service. Like waste-
land, they are a source of loss instead of gain
because of this deprivation from community ser-
vice. So, make programs that the maximum
members of Jamaat may have the honor to serve the
community in one way or another. This is a very
useful way of training.

U.S.A. Jamaat is progressing in many ways by

the grace of God. Pakistani or non-Pakistani, each
and every American Ahmadi is showing signs of a
new life, but there is still more potential left to be
utilized, and to enhance your strength.

While there are many good qualities in U.S.
Jamaat, there is a sad weakness that this Jamaat is
lagging behind from most of the other countries in
its Tabligh activities. At this time, the areas that
need Tabligh the most in the world, are being
ignored due to extreme sluggishness. Publication of
literature on a wide scale or supply of books to
others by the missionaries is not enough at all. I
have repeatedly drawn attention to the fact that
“Invitation to God’’—Dawat-illalah is, in fact, an
individual effort. Unless the members of Jamaat, by
taking more interest in this regard, start bringing
their immediate surroundings into the fold of Islam,
there will be no success. May God be your guide and
enhance your capabilities. Give attention to all these
matters and lay stress on prayers and relationship
with God because this makes everything work. May
God be with you.

Wassalam
Yours Affectionately
MIRZA TAHIR AHMAD
Khalifatul Masih IV

FRIDAY SERMON OF HAZRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH IV

(The following is a summary of the Khutba Juma delivered by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV on July 3, 1987,
at the Fazal Mosque, London, England.)

The Fiscal Year of the Ahmadiyya Jamaat has end-
ed on the 30th of June, 1987. This year has been a
year of trial for the Jamaat all over the world. In
addition to the usual chandas, Jamaat had to make
several other contributions. It was feared that
Jamaats may not be able to pay their monthly contri-
butions as usual; particularly because of the ap-
proaching of the Centenary Jubilee celebrations and
many Jamaats had a lot of outstanding payments of
Jubilee Fund. Naturally the attention will be focused
on its payments and the payment of monthly contri-
bution may be neglected as only one year now is left
in Centenary Jubilee Celebrations. In Pakistan it was
a very difficult year. On account of opposition the
financial position of the Jamaat has been adversely
affected. The trade and business has suffered badly.
Hundreds of the Ahmadis have been put into jails,
simply for pronouncing Kalima Shahada
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Their crops were left behind unattended and

unharvested. They have suffered a severe loss.
But surprisingly, although in the beginning of the

year the percentage in the payment of Jubilee Fund

inside Pakistan and outside Pakistan was almost the

same — Pakistan has now left all the Jamaat of the

world behind in payment of the Jubilee Fund.

This has not been achieved by the efforts of men; it
was through Allah’s help and grace and not merely
through our own efforts. There are such individual
Arabs who can pay more in a month than what
Ahmadiyya Community can pay together in a whole
year. Indeed it is a great achievement for a poor
Community like ours to continue faithfully making
sacrifices continously without break. Unless a man
has complete faith in Allah he cannot help waivering
and staggering. Despite the problems, Allah helped
us and according to the reports reaching yesterday
Pakistan has kept its tradition alive. In certain areas
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they have even surpassed their targets. So we praise
Allah and are grateful to him. The extenet of our

gratefullness cannot match His favor. God says:
»

A Z a7 & A oy n
oVl LY

If you are grateful I will multiply my favors on you.
Huzoor said Allah, our Lord is so gracious with us
that we feel that He is alwasy with us. Allah says

6 A w7 \
““I am near’’. The success we have achieved this year
is through the sheer grace of Allah.

The Ahmadies of Pakistan are passing through a
very painful time. On the other hand they are the
people who have gone ahead in payment of Chandas.
They deserve to be remembered in our prayers. When
you pray for your brothers, the angels in Heaven pray
for you. Your prayers come back to you in manyfold
blessings. The system of the spiritual world is dif-
ferenet from that of the material world. When you
pay something in the cause of Allah—Allah multi-
plies it and returns it back to the believer manifold.
Sometime a very small act of goodness becomes ex-
ceptionally great in the sight of Allah. So pray to
Allah that He may enable you to fulfil your obliga-
tion.

In the end Hazrat Khalifatul Masih particularly

drew attention of the Jamaat towards the payment of
Centenary Fund. These promises were made 14 years
ago and still the payment has not increased more than
60 percent. For the past ten years the financial
sacrifices of the Jamaat have increased by 4 to 5

times. Also, new earning hands have entered into the
fold.

Taking into view the increase in the earning capaci-
ty of the Jamaat and the new entrants, it is not diffi-
cult to fulfil the promised target. Under present cir-
cumstances, the amount of collection can easily be in-
creased 4 to 5 times more.

Now the time left in the Centenary Celebrations is
very short. The projects that we had in mind are
enormous. They have started taking shape and we
urgently need money for them. If with sincerity and
devotion you make a promise that whatever balance
you owe you will pay, Allah will help you. Huzoor
said that when you have paid all that you have pro-
mised, surely your financial conditions will be much
better than it was when you started paying. This is
our experience for the last 100 years. Allah has been
helping us in that way and He never fails us. Have pa-
tience, trust Allah and pray Allah at the same time.
Allah will provide you.

May Allah enable us to fulfil our obligations and
whatever we have promised, we are able to pay.
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NEWS FROM PAKISTAN

In Mardan, Pakistan on June 7, 1987, when there
was a hearing of some of our Ahmadi brothers under
Section 298-C, Major Qasi Akbar Khan was attacked
in Mardan’s courtyard by some hooligans and was in-
jured on his head. Major Saheb drew his pistol in
defense. Since the event was pre-planned (the at-
tackers had put some pamphets in Major Saheb’s
car), the goondas called the police and had Major
Saheb and his nephew arrested on false charges of at-
tacking with a pistol and doing Tabligh. Such kind of
atrocities are being done by the government of
Pakistan against innocent Ahmadies. Please
remember your Ahmadi brothers of Pakistan in your
prayers and protest wherever possible against in-
justice.
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A BLESSED BIRTH

The Ahmadiyya Muslim community will be pleas-
ed to know that Sahibzada Zahir Mustafa Ahmad
and Begum Tazaeen Ahmad have been blessed with
their first son on June 15, 1987. He is the grandson
of Sahibzada Mirza Muzaffar Ahmad and great
great grandson of the Promised Messiah on the
paternal side and is the grandson of Dr. Jaffar
Hassan on maternal side. He has been named
Muhammad Ahmad. May God give him a long and
fruitful life. May he be blessed for his parents as
well as for the family.

We the editorial staff of The Gazette and
Al-Noor extend our heartiest congratulations to
Sahibzadi Amatul Qayyum and Sahibzada Mirza
Muzaffar Ahmad as well as the parents of the new
born.
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OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS ON THE 39TH
ANNUAL AHMADIYYA CONVENTION USA

1. Alhamdo Lillah for a well-organized, successful
and inspired annual Convention. Congratulations to
all members of the Convention Committee, workers
and participants.

2. Special thanks to the staff of the University of
Maryland who provided excellent support. The
audio-visual equipment technicians, the rescue squad
and the dining hall workers were especially efficient.
(Linda and Sharon, who served Friday night dinner
on the ladies side, and the young lady and man who
served Sunday lunch were outstanding).

3. Favorable comments were heard about all of the
speakers and their topics, particularly Sahibzada M.
M. Ahmad, Maulvi Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad, and
Dr. Muzaffar A. Zafar. Lajna was unfortunately not
able to hear all of the speeches.

4. The Lajna and Nasirat program, organized by na-
tional president Salma Ghani was very successful and
heart-warming. Many commendations were received
concerning the program.

Unfortunately, due to a change in schedule due to
the failure of the audio system, Lajna had to re-
arrange its program and so our Nasirats were unable
to take part in the Jamaat Youth program. Never-
theless, our Nasirats were shining stars in their
program performances.

S. Only part of the Youth Program was overheard,
the segment which took place in the Gym. It was
most impressive.

6. Reception and registration were efficiently and
courteously handled. No complaints were heard by
this writer.

7. Physical accommodations were pleasant and
generally clean. Rest rooms, water fountains, and
seating arrangements were satisfactory. Residence
hall staffs were helpful.

8. Meals were nutritious and ample; there was much
less waste this year. Dining hall facilities were ex-
cellent. Planning, briefings and organization helped
immensely to expedite food lines on Lajna side. Most
ladies and girls removed their trays after eating.
Assistance was given to mothers with small children
and to senior sisters. -

9. Security was alert and reliable on the Lajna side,
cooperative and courteous. Particularly in the case of
injuries received by three sisters.

10. The technical crew receives high marks for skill
and effort to keep the program running smoothly.
The audio repairs were taken care of without undue
delay.

11. Lajna very much appreciated the exhibits which
were beautifully displayed. Lajna could have used
more tables for displaying the handicrafts which our
members had worked so diligently to prepare. The ex-
hibition committee, especially the chairman, are to be
commended for their good taste.

12. The transportation system worked well. The
drivers were courteous and efficient and no com-
plaints were heard about their service.

13. The on-site signs and directions to the site were
easy to follow and most helpful. All of the signs were
in excellent taste.

14. The literature tables were well-located and well-
stocked. Sales were apparently brisk.

15. Recommendation: for next Convention, each
auxiliary may be requested to prepare part of the ex-
hibit relating to their particular activities, looking
toward Jubilee Year (sort of rehearsal for Centenary
Year).

Equipment be tested in the morning of opening of
Convention to be sure it is in good working condi-
tion.

16. Conclusion: May Almighty Allah shower abun-
dant blessings upon all who attended Annual Con-
vention USA (1987), for their dedicated effort,
sincerity and cooperation. May the inspiration and
spiritual peace of Jalsa remain with us throughout the
year, until next Jalsa Salana USA. Insha Allah.
Amin. (Shakurah Nooriah)

Do not think that God will let you perish. You
are the sed sown by the hands of God in this
earth. This seed shall grow and bear fruit...
Blessed are they who have faith in what God
has said and who are not afraid of the diffi-
culties... Tribulations along this path are indeed
necessary so you should be well tested.

(The Will, by the Promised Messiah, p.18)
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39th ANNUAL AHMADIYYA CONVENTION, 1987—A BRIEF REPORT

The 39th Annual Ahmadiyya Convention USA
was held on 26, 27, and 28th of June, 1987 at the
University of Maryland, Baltimore campus. By the
grace of Allah, approximately 2000 men, women and
children attended the convention.

The accommodation was arranged in the university
hostel dormitories and apartments. Two dormitory
buildings and seven apartment buildings had reserva-
tions, for the guests by name, in advance. All the
guests were told of their room number, building
name and directions how to get there by a map prior
to their arrival. There were two separate dining halls
for Lajna and one for men. The prayers arrange-
ments were made in the Gym, in separate sections for
both men and women. The men’s jalsa was arranged,
in Ballroom, in the University Center building. The
Lajna jalsa was arranged in the recital hall with addi-
tional arrangements for ‘‘mothers with young
children’’ in two separate rooms which had close cir-
cuit TV facility for both audio & video. There was a
separate program for young children on Saturday,
27th in lecture hall II.

There were two separate book stalls and exhibi-
tions for Lajna and men’s section which had exten-
sive number of Promised Messiah’s books and an
extraordinary collection of various pictures, letters to
the Jamaat from eminent figures in the USA, dating
back to early 40’s, on display.

There was an arrangement of a ‘‘Jalsa Shuttle’’ for
the convenience of elderly and women with children
for transportation to and from accommodation halls,
dining hall and prayers room. Two mini buses and
two cars with big signs posted ‘‘Jalsa Shuttle’’ were
on the frequent rounds, making stops at each
building for transportation. There were a lot of signs
posted on all highway exits, roads and within the
university campus for easy directions leading to the
jalsa site.

Men’s jalsa hall was decorated with magnificent
banners and flags. The whole jalsa site atmosphere
was filled with spiritual joy and harmony. There was
an information center outside both men’s and Lajna
jalsa halls. The jalsa program timings were also being
displayed on the university internal CCTV informa-
tion channel.

Friday morning jalsa guests started arriving by
cars, buses, by air and by train. Friday lunch was

served in the dining halls followed by Juma prayer in
the gym. By the evening almost all the guests had
checked into their rooms.

Some auxiliary meetings were held in the evening.
Tahajjud prayer was arranged in the morning at 4:00
am. All the guests had individual telephones in their
rooms and were given a wakeup call for Tahajjud
prayer. Dars-e-Quran and Dars Hadith was con-
ducted both days after Fujar prayers.

Jalsa program started on Saturday, both in men’s
and Lajna jalsa halls. Part of the meeting from men’s
section was relayed on cable to the Lajna’s hall. The
bookstalls were situated outside men’s and Lajna’s
jalsa halls and were open only before/after the
meetings.

The security task was performed by active Khud-
dams, equipped with radio communications transmit-
ters/receivers. They also had access to the university’s
internal telephone system within every building. A
comprehensive medical service was being arranged
with the help of Ahmadi doctors, who were on call 24
hours.

The convention ended very gracefully with the
closing address by the Amir & Missionary Incharge,
Sheikh Mubarak Ahmad on Sunday noon time. This
was indeed very inspiring occasion for everyone who
attended the convention. The atmosphere throughout
was very spiritual and had blessings of Allmighty
Allah.

5252525¢5¢5

AHMADI STUDENTS HONORED

Rizwan Alladin, son of Rashid Alladin, New York,
got the “‘smartest student award’’ in his class. Keep it
up Rizwan, Congratulations! May Allah give the op-
portunity to all our Ahmadi students to out perform
everybody.

Also Shiraz Ahmad, son of Mobasher Ahmad, of
New York, has been promoted from 5th to 7th grade.
Congratulations, once again to our Ahmadi student.
May Allah give everyone of our students success in
their educational careers!

5252525252525¢







The Ahmadiyya Gazette 7

July 1987

SOME QUESTIONS FOR CLARIFICATION AND THOUGHTFUL
CONSIDERATION BY OUR CHRISTIAN BROTHERS.

1. What is the connotation of Jesus being ‘‘son of
God’> — symbolic and spiritual or physical and
literal? If symbolic and spiritual, so much so good.
But if physical and literal, how?

2. What is the difference between Jesus being the son
of God and those receiving and believing him becom-
ing the sons of God (John 1:12) and the peace makers
being the sons of God (Matt. 5:9)?

3. The Jews said to Jesus ‘‘“We were not born from
fornication we have one father—God (John 8:41).
Did it mean that God was literally the father of Jews?
or converseley the Jews were sons of God in that
sense? was it not a pointed reference to the birth of
Jesus which was alleged to have been the result of
fornication? How, besides faith, this allegation can
be repulsed and refuted?

4. Will the possibility of Godhead being divisible into
three and yet remaining one, not lead to the possi-
bility of more Gods than three? for instance, Rama,
Krishna, Buddha are believed by their followers to be
the incarnation of God. How then the Christian doc-
trine of Trinity can be singled out for Godhead to the
exclusion of all others?

5. Is the death of Jesus Christ on the cross alone suf-
ficient for the salvation of mankind, irrespective of
faith and without consideration of good and bad
deeds? If yes, does it mean that nobody is obligated
to believe in the accursed death of Jesus on the stake,
or do good deeds or abstain from bad deeds? If not,
does it mean that only the faithful and they too with
good deeds will be saved? If good deeds even for the
faithful are a pre-requisite for salvation, what good
has been done by the accursed death of the poor son
of God?

6. If faith in Jesus Christ as son of God and his death
on the cross is a pre-requisite for salvation, how will
the merciful God arrange for the salvation of those
who did not in the past and do not now believe in
Jesus at all or as son of God, or believe him only as
prophet of God?

7. How the merciful God judge a Christian having
firm faith in Jesus but no good deeds, rather bad
deeds, as compared to a non-Christian having no
faith in Jesus at all or lesser faith as a prophet of
God, but otherwise righteous, upright and doing
good deeds?

8. God in His mercy, in order to save mankind from
eternal condemnation, and at the same time, to
uphold his sense of justice, sent his only begotten son
and got him executed on the cross. Was this gesture
on the part of the merciful God, qualified or unquali-
fied?

9. If salvation is qualified, such as with good deeds,
inspite of Jesus’s accursed death on the cross, what
would be the fate of those who do not keep up those
qualifications? and if unqualified, would faith or no
faith, deeds or no deeds, good or bad, be of any con-
sequence? Besides, what would be the fate of those
who passed away before Jesus?

10. If Jesus, by his death on the cross, took our
sinfulness on himself, are we now released from the
commission of sins or retribution of sins?

11. How far is it in keeping with the norms of justice
to hang John for the muder committed by James?

12, Is God vulnerable to death, accursed or other-
wise? If so, what good can be expected from a mortal
God? If not, and surely not, then how the doctrine of
atonement based on the expiatory sacrifice and
accursed death of the son of God (who in fact was he
Himself) can stand on its legs?

13. The criterion laid down in the Bible for the deter-
mination of a true or false prophet is as follows:
‘““‘However, the prophet who presumes to speak in my
name a word that I have not commanded him to
speak or he speaks in the name of other Gods, that
prophet must die.”’ (Deut. 18:20)

The prophet of Islam, Mohammed (pboh) claimed
to be the prophet of God. His enemies tried. their
utmost and made every effort to kill him but could
not succeed. On the contrary the prophet lived until
final victory against all odds. Is this not a conclusive
proof of his truthfulness in terms of the criterion
prescribed in the Bible.

14. The Bible further states: ‘‘and in case you should
say in your heart how shall we know the word that
the Lord (God) has not spoken: when the propeht
speaks in the name of the Lord and the word does not
occur or come true, that is the word that the Lord did
not speak. With presumtuousness the prophet spoke.
You must not get frightened at him.”” (Deut. 18:
21-11)
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has millions of followers in India, Arabia, Africa and
numerous other countries attest their faith.”’ In three
short years of Dr. Mufti’s preaching, over 700
Americans embraced Islam.

Today, there are over ten million Ahmadi Muslims
in the world. There are several major centers in the
U.S. with mosques, missions, and local organizations
throughout the country. Ahmadies have had an orga-
nized presence in Baltimore and Washington, DC for
over half a century. Other nearby centers include
York, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia. The current
Missionary-in-charge for the U.S. is Shaikh Mubarak
Ahmad, a veteran of many years’ missionary efforts
of the movement from an office in Washington, DC.
The National President for the U.S. is Dr. Muzaffar
Ahmad Zaffar of Dayton, Ohio.

The annual convention will draw members from all
over the U.S. and visitors from overseas as well.
There will be a major press conference, sessions for
the professional auxilairies, and general meetings to
discuss topics of broad spiritual, social, and societal
concern. Books, audio tapes, and other items of
interest will be on display and offered for sale. The
public is cordially invited to visit the convention and
attend the general sessions.

KHUDDAMUL AHMADIYYA
AND ATFALUL AHMADIYYA
IJTEMA, USA.

The National Khuddam-ul-Ahmadiyya and Atfal-
ul-Ahmadiyya Ijtema will be held on July 17, 18, 19,
1987 at Alpine Scout Camp in Alpine, New Jersey.
All Khuddams and Atfal should attend this national
event of great importance for their Tarbiyat and
Talim. Parents make sure that you prepare your
children to attend this Ijtema. Details have been sent
by our Quaid Khuddam-ul-Ahmadiyya, Tahir
Hamid.

We are happy to announce the arrival of
Mahmood Ahmad Saheb, Sadr Majlis Khuddam-ul-
Ahmadiyya Markaziya, Rabwah.

TALIMO TARBIYYAT REPORT

A meeting of Talimo Tarbiyyat Office Holders was
held at UMBC as scheduled at the occasion of the
Annual Convention (6-26-87). The secretaries of the
following Jamaats were present.

A. Shamim Ahmad (National)

Jamal Murtaza, Pittsburgh, PA
Nasrullah Ahmad, Milwaukee, WI
Saleem Abdul Muhaimin, York, PA
Syed Jafar Ali, Cleveland, OH

Rashid Ahmad Bhatti, Philadelphia, PA
Daud Manawer, Rochester, NY

Rashid Alladin (NY, Sitting in for Sec.)

The things discussed were:
Emphasis was put on Salaat.
Those who know Salaat should know its meaning.
Congregation of Salaat at least once a day.

Very specific attention was paid to our younger
generation to save them from the outside social in-
fluence.

The points presented before the year 1986-87 were
discussed and the backbone was again:

Salaat and Tarbiyyat of our children
In the next six months of this year (up to November)

Salaat should be known by everyone.

An account of individual and collective offering of
prayers in Jamaat should be reported.

A National Integration day is to be celebrated to
be declared later on, with special emphasis to be
made in getting together and making an active effort
to resolve our differences keeping in mind the spirit
of:

IR S

““They are united like wall of molten lead.”’

A suggestion was made by a brother to hold a
program for the training of Secretaries of Talimo
Tarbiyyat. The meeting concluded with collective
prayers.

This message is according to the wishes of Huzoor
(may God strengthen his hands) as given to our Mis-
sionary Incharge just before convention to be relayed
to you.

Your brother in Islam,

A. S. Ahmad
National Secretary
Talimo Tarbiyyat

July 2, 1987
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