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Appea ffrom National Secretary 11-’aqf-e-ja(,{i¢;{
In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Ever Merciful

In the Holy Qur’an, Allah says: The similitude of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like the simili-
tude of a grain of corn which grows seven ears, in each ear a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies it further for whom-
soever He pleases and Allah is Bountiful, All-Knowing. (2:262)

Although I am talking of something that happened long ago, yet I recall clearly, as if it was yesterday, being in the
London Mosque, sitting, listening to a Khutba by a Companion of the Promised Messiah™ - yes I, my very self...and
such immense Grace of Allah...He be praised for such an honor!

The Companion was in advanced age and he was saying, "look, you all know me and how aged I am and it is not
certain I will last long, yet if T ask any of you to lend me some money. each of you will be eager to do so, not knowing
I will be there to give you back your money. But look at Allah. He tells us He would in abundance reward those who
spend in His way. So why do you hesitate?"

The words are mine, but the essence of what this Companion of the Promised Messiah™ said was what I just wrote.
Do you know who that Companion of the Promised Messiah® was? It was Hadhrat Chaudhry Muhammad Zafrulla
Khan" who exemplified such immense spending in Allah's way that signs of it are to be found all over the world.

With these words, may I urge all members of the US Ahmadiyya Muslim Community to make hugf sacrifices towards
the Blessed Waqf-e-Jadid Scheme - so that the US Jama'at lives up to the expectations of Hazoor“” that he expressed

early in January 2010 when he asked US to do a lot more.
[ ask also for your prayers.
Was-salam,

Waseem A. Sayed, PhD
National Secretary Waqf-e-Jadid
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Say, 'If the ocean became ink for the words of my Lord, surely, the ocean
would be exhausted before the words of my Lord came to an end, even though We
brought the like thereof as furtherhelp.' Say, 'T am only a man like yourselves; butl
have received the revelation that your God is only One God, So let him who hopes
to meet his Lord do good deeds, and let him join no one in the worship of his Lord.'

(18:110-111)

Commentary:

Christian nations of the West boast of their great inventions and scientific
discoveries and seem to labor under the misconception that they have succeeded in
fathoming the secrets of creation itself. This is but a vain boast. God's secrets are
inexhaustible and unfathomable and what these people have discovered and what
they will discover hereafter by all their striving will not be even like a drop in the

ocean. The Holy Proph'::tSaw is reported to have said that the recitation of the first
and last ten verses of this Surah (Surah Al-Kahf) makes one secure against the
spiritual onslaughts of the DajjalThis shows that the Dajjal and Gog and Magog
are one and the same people - Christian nations and the West-the Dajja/
representing their pernicious religious propaganda against Islam, and Gog and
Magog their material and political power and predominance.
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Hadrat Abd Hurairah" relates that the Holy Prophet™ said: "In the Last Days,
certain Antichrists will appear who will spread religion through power and money.
They will appear in the world clad in sheep's skin and their talk will be sweeter
than honey. However, their hearts will be like hearts of the wolves. Allah says: 'Did
they misunderstand Me or have they (intentionally) challenged Me to the extent
that (now) I Swear that I will raise amongst them and from within them such
mischief-makers that the wise people will be astonished and amazed.' "

(Kanzul ‘Ummal kitabul qiymah minal  qismul awwal, p 174/7 matbu‘a
Haidrabad Daccan)



October - November 2010 4 Ahmadiyva Gazette USA

SAYINGS OF
THE PROMISED MESSIAH*

Purpose of Religion

The true purpose of adopting a faith is that one should acquire such certainty concerning God, Who
is the fountainhead of salvation, as if one can see Him with one's eyes. The wicked spirit of sin seeks to
destroy a man and a person cannot escape the fatal poison of sin till he believes with full certainty in the
Perfect and Living God and till he knows for certain that God exists, Who punishes the offender and be-
stows upon the righteous every lasting joy. It is a common experience that when one believes in the fatal
effects of anything one does not have recourse to it. For instance, no one swallows poison consciously. No
one deliberately stands in front of a wild tiger. No one deliberately thrusts his hand into the hole of a ser-
pent. Then why does a person commit sin deliberately? The reason is that he has not that certainty in this
matter as he has in other matters of the kind that we have mentioned. The first duty of a person, therefore,
is to acquire certainty with regard to the existence of God, and to adopt a religion through which this cer-
tainty can be acquired so that he should fear God and shun sin. How can such certainty be acquired? It
cannot be acquired through mere stories. It cannot be acquired through mere arguments. The only way of
acquiring certainty is to experience God repeatedly through converse with Him or through witnessing his
extraordinary signs, or by keeping company with someone who has that experience.

[Naseem-e-Da'wat, Roohani Khaza'in, Vol. 19, pp. 447-448]

The purpose of religion is that man should obtain deliverance from his passions and should develop
personal love for God Almighty through certain faith in His existence and His perfect attributes. Such love
of God is the paradise, which will appear in diverse shapes in the Hereafter. To be unaware of the true
God, to keep away from Him, and not to have any love for Him, is the hell which will appear in diverse
shapes in the Hereafter. Thus, the true purpose is to have full faith in Him. Now the question is which reli-
gion and which book can fulfil this need. The Bible tells us that the door of converse with God is closed
and that the ways of obtaining certainty are sealed. Whatever was to happen, happened in the past and
there is nothing in the future. ... Of what use then is a religion that is dead? What benefit can we derive
from a book that is dead? What grace can be bestowed by a god who is dead?

[Chashmai Masihi, Roohani Khazai'n, Vol. 20, pp. 352-353]

The purpose of accepting a religion is that God, Who is Self-Sufficient and is in no need of His crea-
tion or its worship, may be pleased with us, and that we should experience such grace and mercy as should
wipe out our inner stains and rusts so that our breasts may be filled with certainty and understanding. This
is not possible for a man to achieve through his own devices. Therefore, God the Glorious, keeping hidden
mainly His own Being and the wonders of His creation, for instance, souls and bodies, angels, heaven,
hell, resurrection and Messengership etc. and yet disclosing them partially through reason, appointed his
servants to believe in all these mysteries.

[Preface to Surmah Chashm Arya, Roohani Khaza'in, Volume 2, p. 81]



October - November 2010 3 Ahmadiyva Gazette USA

h
Synopsis of Friday Sermon Delivered by

Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad,
Khalifatul Masih V**?,
on July 23,2010
at Baitul Futuh Mosque, Morden, UK

Shermeen Butt

aba

Hazoor™ gave a discourse on hospitality at Jalsa Salana in his Friday Sermon today. Hazoor™ said with
the grace of God, the UK Jalsa Salana commences from next Friday. He said the first thing he wished to men-
tion in this regard was that Jamaat in general and UK Jama at in particular should pay a lot of stress on pray-
ers and sadqa for the Jalsa to be held successfully and for it to be blessed in every sense. May God protect us
from all mischief and evil of the enemy and may the Jalsa begin and conclude amidst countless blessings.

As is customary with the Friday Sermon preceding .Jalsa, Hazoor"™ drew attention of the duty-holding
men, women and children to their obligations and responsibilities. Hazoor"™said with the grace of God now
the men and women are quite well-trained for Jalsa duty with workers of each department having a good
knowledge of their specific work. However, in order to further improve the work and to enhance the sense of
responsibility reminding is important as it is also a Qur’anic commandment: ‘And keep on exhorting; for veri-
ly, exhortation benefits those who would believe.” (51:56). Hazoor™™ said it is also important to impart the sig-
nificance of Jalsa duty to children as well as youth who are perhaps doing duty for the first time or who do not
fully realize its significance. Hazoor"™ said Jalsa duty is not an ordinary duty. The old and the young present
themselves for the service of the Jalsa guests who come to the Jalsa in compliance of the Promised Messi-
ah’s"™ call for their spiritual nourishment. There may a few who simply come to pass time but this should not
deflect us from our duties.

Hazoor™™ said there are many kinds of guests at Jalsa. There are those who are from the UK and stay
over at the Jalsa site either in their private tents or in accommodation provided by the Jama'at. They have
dealings with almost all departments of Jalsa during their three-day stay. Workers of each department should
present a model of extreme courtesy to them. Any existing resentment with a guest should be forgotten and
should not come in the way of serving them; if it is so, it would be a betrayal of one’s duty. If a worker feels
that he/she cannot honour the dues of hospitality towards a certain guest then they should ask their co-worker
to do it on their behalf. The other kind of guests is of those who are also from the UK and daily travel to the
site. They eat once or twice at the Jalsa site under the auspices of the Ziafat department. It is the responsibility
of this department to look after them. In the last few years complaints were received that not only food was not
served, the attitude of the workers was also not good. On investigation it was found that this was not due to
workers’ fault, perhaps food was not to be served at the particular spot where the demand was made. However,
even if food is not to be served at an area, this should be explained to the guests most politely. Car parking,
traffic control and security workers should also display courtesy and civility when speaking with the guests.
Hazoor™ explained that complaints are not the norm, rather only the odd complaint is received, but it can up-
set the entire administration. Generally speaking the workers tolerate excesses of the guests. The third kind of
guests is of those who come from Europe, some are accommodated by the Jama 'at while others stay privately.
However, due to being outside of the UK, their expectations are somewhat high. A few among them make un-
due demands but workers should try their very best not to give anyone a reason to complain. Another type of
guests is of those who come from Pakistan, India and Africa. African and American guests are looked after by
the Tabsheer Department to a large extent. However, they also have to deal with the general departments, so
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their needs must also be looked after. In spite of their disadvantaged position, guests from Pakistan, India and
Bangladesh come to quench their thirst for Khilafat. In particular the state of the Ahmadis of Pakistan has
reached a critical point in victimhood. Extreme courtesy and politeness is needed with such guests. Some have
language problems, whatever their need may be, men and women workers should be ever ready to serve them.
If a guest makes a request which is not the duty of the department of the person asked, rather than give them a
blunt response, the person should guide them to the right place. Generally the guests from Pakistan are helped
by their relatives, but those without any relatives [living in the UK] can at times get anxious. Hazoor™ said for
the past two to three years the accommodation and hospitality of the guests who stay longer than three days
has been good, but as he mentioned earlier, reminding is important. Hazoor*™ said those who have visiting rel-
atives from Pakistan should realize that it is not just the task of the Jalsa management to look after the guests.
Rather, they too should offer their hospitality to their relatives. Another kind of guests is of those who are non-
Muslims and are invited by the Jama 'at. However, they often take note of how the Jalsa workers operate. Usu-
ally, each year, they are very impressed by the courtesy of the men and women workers.

Hazoor™ said now many outside guests also come to the Jalsa in Germany and are also impressed by the
services provided there. This year many expressed such views to Hazoor™ This indeed is the standard of Ah-
madi workers everywhere that even if they are not directly involved with guests, the way in which they work,
their eagerness and diligence impresses the guests. It is as if the workers, apart from performing their respec-
tive duties are also acting as ‘silent missionaries’ and thus earning double reward. Firstly by serving the guests
of the Promised Messiah® and secondly by portraying a true picture of Ahmadiyyat, the true Islam to others
through which some pious-natured people identify the Truth. Jalsa duty is a means of earning God’s pleasure
for every man and woman worker at Jalsa. May God enable everyone to fulfill it in an excellent manner.

Hazoor™ said this year he wishes to draw special attention to the department of security. This department
has improved and grown a lot since last year, however, this year even the slightest of doubt should not be over-
looked and every procedure should be carried out to the letter. The [ID] cards issued by the Jama 'at should be
completely verified through the scanning system that is in place. Each person’s card, even if they are known to
you, should be processed. Slight and brief annoyance of a guest should be tolerated but no compromise should
be made in this duty. This year Germany had very good security arrangement and no problems were faced as
they had arranged for several entrances. All the details of each card would appear [on the screen] upon scan-
ning. This year apart from the good arrangements at Jalsa Germany, their security system was extremely com-
mendable. May God reward all the young Ahmadi men and further enhance their capabilities who worked
most diligently in devising this system. Hazoor™ said usually he mentions the services of the German y
Jama’at at their Jalsa but as the opportunity did not present itself this year he thus briefly mentioned it.

During Jalsa as well as the Friday Prayers, the checking at entrances as well as the security here too
needs to be carried out with great alertness. Young people should not be given duties on their own. In fact, at
each point they should be accompanied by their mature Nai’bs and officers. Above all it should be remem-
bered, as mentioned earlier, that our real reliance is only in God, therefore no moment should pass without
prayers. In regards to security of the temporary accommodation areas in Hadigatul Mahdi or Islamabad and
Baitul Futuh as well as the private tents an odd case of theft can sometimes take place. Therefore their protec-
tion should be ensured. If theft can take place, other harm can also be perpetrated. Although people are urged
to take their valuables with them, which they do, the security of these areas should be carried out with due vig-
ilance. The security workers should always be confident and must never panic.

Though with God’s grace it does not happen often but if there is a delay in the serving of food, because
during Jalsa food is not cooked on-site, the guests should be assured in a calm manner. Similarly, at times
there is overcrowding on the transport provided. Workers should remain calm and also calm the guests about
the temporary inconvenience, assuring them gently. Due to the hot weather there can be shortcomings in the
service of the Water department. As we now get high temperatures here as well, this department has gained
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significance. Water supply to the washrooms is also needed. In spite of the experienced workers these de-
partments are such that due to the impatience of the guests it can get chaotic. Therefore, while the workers
need to stay calm they also have to guide the guests with patience and in a calm manner.

Hospitality is a distinction of a believer. Moreover, guests who come specifically for religious mo-
tives and who have been called by the Imam of the age as ‘his guests’ should be looked after with that
much more care. Their religious motives are to seek maximum knowledge of the faith that was revealed to
the Holy Prophet™ and bring about pure changes in themselves and in the process try and gain Divine
nearness.

Next Hazoor™™ cited examples of the most excellent hospitality of the Holy Prophet*™. When a guest
arrived he would send message to all his wives to arrange for food for the guest. Each household would re-
ply that they only had water to serve [and no food]. Hazoor™ said this also illustrates the steadfastness of
his blessed wives, who, by virtue of his power of holiness did not ever even slightly protest at the lack of
food. In fact the situation of no food in the household was only found out because of the arrival of a guest.
In one such instance a Companion takes the guest to his house where although some food is available, it is
only enough for the children. So, the children are made to go to sleep and the parents extinguish the lamp
when serving food to the guest so that the guest may eat satisfactorily unaware of the scarcity of food. God
is so pleased at this act that He informs the Holy Prophet*** of this incident and says that the act of the be-
lieving man and believing woman made Him laugh. Hazoor™ said whoever’s act makes God happy has
indeed attained the blessings of both worlds.

Then there is the incident where a guest left the bedding soiled and the Holy Prophet™ insisted on
washing it himself, telling his Companions that as he was his guest he must wash the bedding.

Hadhrat Abu Huraira™ narrates that the Holy Prophet™ said that a believer who believes in God and
the Day of Judgement has three attributes: Firstly, he has fine morals, always says what is good and does
not injure anyone’s feelings for discourtesy tarnishes faith. This gains God’s pleasure and strengthens faith
as well as guarantees peace in society. Secondly, respect your neighbor. Hazoor™ said God has given very
clear commandments with regards the neighbor and the Holy Prophet™ also said that such was the stress
laid on the rights of the neighbor that he wondered if God would command to include the neighbor in in-
heritance. Hazoor"™ said the term neighbor also connotes temporary neighbors, like those who we are to-
gether with for short periods of times. They too have rights over us, whereas this [with reference to Jalsa)
is about our brothers in faith. Thirdly, honour your guests, Hazoor™ said hospitality strengthens faith and it
is important to express it. It is a source of attaining nearness to God. Whereas here, [at Jalsa] we only have
to sacrifice our time and emotions.

Hazoor"™ explained that the true and ardent devotee of the Holy Prophet™ also followed this blessed
example. The hospitality of the Promised Messiah™ was not for a few. Rather it was a permanent state of
affairs and was extensive. Although he honoured all his guests most excellently, God revealed to him: ‘Be
not arrogant towards God’s creatures and be not tired of receiving visitors’ (Tadhkirah, page 73, 2007 edi-
tion). Hazoor™™ explained that God repeatedly drew the Promised Messiah’s (on whom be peace) attention
to this matter because the numbers of his guests were going to grow and grow and after him the Khalifa of
the time and the administration of the Jama 'at was to keep this in view and never forget the significant task
of hospitality. Hazoor™ said this is an important attribute that each one of us who presents him or herself
to serve the guests of the Messiah™ has to adopt.

Writing about the hospitality of the Promised Messiah™ Yaqub Ali Irfani Sahib™ says he would be
delighted at the arrival of guests and would instruct the workers at the Langer Khana to make every possi-
ble effort to make them comfortable. He would take special care about the dietary requirement of the guests
in view of the region they came from. He would say if their health was not right how would they learn
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about faith. He would also say that guests should candidly express their requirements. Maulvi Abdul
Kareem Sahib™ relates that once in the heat of June he happened to be in a newly built house of the Prom-
ised Messiah® while his family was away. Hazoor™™ said there are many facilities here but those who have
lived in the subcontinent would know and appreciate the cool aspect of a newly built house in the intense
summer heat. There was a simple bed in the house on which Maulvi Sahib laid down as the Promised Mes-
siah™ took a stroll. Maulvi Sahib fell asleep. When he woke up he was startled to see that the Promised Mes-
siah® laid on the floor next to the bed. He smiled and explained that he was in fact looking out for his guest,
stopping some boys from making noise so that his sleep was not interrupted.

Hazoor™ said such was the Promised Messiah’s® hospitality. While these lofty standards only belong
to Prophets of God, we, who are appointed to the task of serving Jalsa guests should try and partake some
measure of it.

Hazoor™ said although the Promised Messiah® kept the status of his guest in consideration, generally
his hospitality was the same for everyone. Hazoor™™ said at Jalsa we give special care and attention to some
guests from outside. Indeed, the Holy Prophet**" said that leaders of nations should be honored according to
their status. However, we should have moderation in this regard at Jalsa. Management unnecessarily further
categorizes these guests, entailing extra expenses; this should be managed properly. Hazoor™ is informed
that at times some marquees remain vacant. In places wrong use of VIP arrangements has started. Manage-
ment should pay attention to this. Indeed, make special arrangements for special guests, but it should be in
one place and should be implemented with moderation.

Apart from serving his guests, the Promised Messiah™ had two objectives of his hospitality; their
Tarbiyyat and Tabligh. Likewise, the relevant departments should pay attention to this at Jalsa. Indeed, the
Promised Messiah® did not make any difference in his hospitality even when his opponents came as guests.
He instructed the Khuddam to serve them, if they were intemperate, give no response. Hazoor"™ prayed that
may God enable us to follow the Promised Messiah® who had adopted his ways by following the Holy
Prophet*". While paying the dues of our guests, Hazoor*™™ said he wished to say again that we should be
vigilant, keeping an eye on the surroundings. Hazoor™ said today enmity and opposition of the Jama 'at has
made the mischievous elements devoid of any moral limitations and any kind of mischief can be expected
from them. May God enable all of us to fulfil our responsibilities in an excellent manner and keep us safe
from all evil.

Next Hazoor™ announced the passing away of Mubaraka Begum Sahiba, wife of Sufi Nazir Ahmad
Sahib. She passed away on 14 July at the age of 99 after brief illness in Germany. She was a very prayerful,
steadfast and grateful person who experienced visions. She was extremely devoted to Khilafat and even dur-
ing her brief illness before passing away she asked after Hazoor™™ not caring about her own illness. She was
a beneficent person for every one and had a great sense of sacrifice. Once she was asked for prayers she
would continue to pray. She had a very content nature and gave her jewellery in Maryam Shadi Fund. She
had some savings which, before passing away, she said should be given to Sayyedna Bilal Fund. After the
wives of her two brothers passed away, in spite of her own limited resources, she looked after the education
and training of their children. She leaves behind two daughters and four sons. Two of her sons are life devo-
tees (Wagfe Zindagi), Jalal Shams sahib, in charge of the Turkish desk and Munir Javed Sahib, the Private
Secretary to Hazoor"™. One of her daughters is married to Hanif Mahmood Sahib, Nazir Islah O Irshad and
in this sense Hazoor™ said may be counted as a life devotee, for wives of life devotees are also the same.
May God forgive and elevate the status of the deceased. Hazoor™™ announced leading her funeral Prayer in
absentia after Jum ‘uah.

Twhhkd
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THE MESSAGE OF
HADHRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH V*"?

Dear Members of American Jama’at,
Assalam-o-Alaikum wa Rahmatullahe wa Barkatuhu

Alhamdolillah, the Annual Convention of the Ahmadiyya Jama ‘at of America is starting on July 16th,
May Allah the Exalted make this convention a source of blessings and grace in every respect, and those who
are attending this Jalsa may benefit fully from its spiritual and intellectual blessings. For this Jalsa, my
message for all of you is that you should all introduce Ahmadiyyat to your country. This is an obligation in
which every Ahmadi should be fully involved. A large number of people are unaware of Ahmadiyyat, and
those who know about it, know it through our opponents who give baseless information. They do not know
the correct beliefs of the Jama'at. Therefore, you have to do this Jihad, so that the message of Ahmadiyyat
is communicated to maximum numbers of people. You should introduce Islam-Ahmadiyyat to the full. It
was a strong desire of the Promised Messiah™ that his message should reach maximum numbers.

He™ says:

“Though I have conveyed a portion of my obligation through writings, but still a very large part re-
mains to be communicated to the common people. The message of Allah Almighty should reach the com-
mon people because a great many of them are such who are without any bias and arrogance. What they hear
from their Maulvis they remain deprived of receiving the truth. Whatever the Maulvis tell them, they Just
accept it without questioning. They are totally unaware of what we say, what our claims are and what our
testimonial arguments are. Therefore, I intend to go to large towns and make speeches, and complete my
obligation as for as common people are concerned, so that they may be informed about the objective of my
appointment by God, and what are the supportive proofs.”

(Malfoozat, Vol. 6, pp. 312-313)

Therefore, to implement the intentions of the Promised Messiah®, it is the first and foremost duty of
every Ahmadi that he or she should preach Ahmadiyyat, the true Islam, to everyone around to start with
your relatives, then go to your next door neighbors, and then enhance your contacts with those who are liv-
ing in close localities. Inform them about Ahmadiyyat. Tell them that the Promised One who was being
awaited by followers of all religions, has arrived, and that he has presented the real and true face of Islam to
the world. His teachings are that Islam is a peace loving religion, and all other faith-traditions and their
founders need to be respected. In this manner, please, inform the people. I have instructed the Ameers all
over the world that they should prepare a beautiful two-page flyer, and distribute it extensively in their
countries. In this way the message of Ahmadiyyat can be communicated to the majority of people in the
world. I hope you are already engaged in this task. However, it needs to be expedited. Promote this work
intelligently and wisely. May Allah grant you the ability to do so!

After doing full justice to the task of 7abligh, the next thing for you to do is to pray for the guidance of
the people. The hearts are with Allah the Exalted as He fully controls the hearts, and nothing happens with-
out His grace. To attract Allah’s grace there is nothing more powerful than prayer. We also need prayers
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because the enemy of the Jama at has now come out openly, and his intentions are extremely dangerous.
To have an overwhelming victory over them, prayer is a heavenly weapon. We cannot win either with the
use of the sword, or with any other force. Our weapon is prayer only.

Our master, Hadhrat Promised Messiah® said “I see that time has arrived when justice and honesty
are not prevalent. Very few take advantage of reasoning; no one cares for seasoned arguments, and the pen
does not help much... Therefore, my understanding is that the final victory will come through prayer. This
was the way of the Prophets (May peace be on them). When logic, reasoning and testimonial proofs did
not work, then their last weapon was prayer. As it is said:

“They prayed for victory and every haughty enemy came to naught”

That is, when such a time comes that people do not listen to the Prophets and Messengers, then they
concentrate on prayer. In consequence, their arrogant and haughty foes remain utterly unsuccessful and
disappointed. In the same manner, it is said about the Promised Messiah™ that “When the trumpet shall be
blown and we shall gather them all together”: This also indicates that “Coming down from heaven” means
that no one can challenge the work which takes birth in heaven. In the Latter Days, the progeny of Satan
will assemble together in a great numbers because that would be Satan’s last battle. However, the prayers
of the Promised Messiah™ shall over power them.”

(Malfoozat, Vol. 6, pp. 323-324).
Moreover, he® says:

“To conquer this period of time, I have been given the weapon of prayer from heaven. Therefore, O
my friends! You will never succeed without this weapon. From the very beginning to the end, all Prophets
have informed about this weapon -- that the Promised Messiah shall gain victory through prayer and cry-
ing out his heart in front of Allah the Exalted.”

(Roohani Khaza’in, Vol. 20, p. 82, translated from Arabic)

Therefore, along with Tabligh, put full emphasis on prayers. Pray during prostrations in Salat! Pray
while moving around! The prayers that I suggested at Jubilee, offer them in full earnest! Then, the prayer
“Rubbe-kullo shayin khadimoka, Rubbe fa fazni wan surni” (O. our Lord! everything is in Your control;
grant us Your protection and Your help. (It is called as the “/sm-e-A zam” - Greatest weapon—most pow-
erful tool by the Promised Messiah™.

May Allah the Exalted be with you! May He bestow on you His help and support! May Allah enable
you all to perform your duties in righteousness! May He keep you in His protection! May Allah grant you
the ability to wave the banner of the Holy Prophet Muhammad™" all over the world! Ameen! Thumma
Ameen!

Wassalam
Khaksar,

Mirza Masroor Ahmad
Khalifatul Masih V.
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62" JALSA SALANA, USA

Held at Dulles Expo Center Chantilly, VA
on July 16-18, 2010

Report by: Habibullah S. Bajwa

Jalsa Site Preparation

Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar Sahib,
Ameer Jama’at Ahmadiyya USA,
appointed Wasim Haider Afsar Jal-
sa Salana, Shahid Saeed Malik A/
sar Jasa Gah and Dr. Faheem
Younus Qureshi Afsar Khidmat-e-
Khalg well in advance. They set up
teams of Naib Afsran, Nazimeen
and Muavineen for the preparation
of Jalsa and discharging the respon-
sibilities of various Nizamats. The
designated area of Expo & Confer-
ence Center was covered with col-
orful banners and flags for beautify-
ing the landscape, reception, trans-
portation, accommodation, security
and Langar Khana areas. Quota-
tions of the Promised Messiah’s™
were displayed on beautiful ban-
ners.

Jalsa Salana Program

A program committee com-
prising Dr. Zaheer Bajwa, Maulana
Azhar Haneef and Mirza Naseer
Ehsan Ahmad under the chairman-
ship of Ameer USA, deliberated
and chalked out a program for the
Jalsa. The topics and speakers were
carefully selected and approved.
Ameer Sahib approved a program
for Lajna Jalsa proceedings. A
beautiful brochure with names of
speakers and topics of speeches was
printed.

Registration

All members of the Jama 'at

were required to register on
line for Jalsa using Internet.
Identity Cards with a barcode
and magnetic strip with ap-
propriate information was set
up to be scanned. It helped
with the security checks.
Registration booths were set
up on both men and ladies
sides.

Jalsa Gah

This vyear Jalsa ar-
rangements were made at
Dulles Expo & Conference
Center Chantilly, VA. Hotels
required for accommodating
guests were at convenience
location from the Jalsa Gah.
The Jalsa facility, with its
prime location and central air
conditioning, offered two big
halls and a few conference
rooms. The venue for the
main Jalsa Gah, both for
men and women, was in the
big halls situated a walking
distance apart. Arrangements
for direct TV transmission of
Jalsa proceedings for the
combined session were in
place via MTA.

Physical
Arrangements

The physical arrange-
ments for Jalsa Gah started
much earlier. Colored cur-
tains were set up and offices,

stalls were built for smooth running of
the Jalsa event. For the convenience
offices for Registration, Information,
Reception Accommodation, Media &
Press and Hazri Nigrani were at Jalsa
Site. Similarly desks for Transportation
and Humanity First and stalls and offic-
es for Exhibition, Books, Langar
Khana, Rishta Nata, MKA, Khidmate
Khalg, Tehrike Jadid, First Aid/ Home-
opathy were inside the main Jalsa Gah.
A booth of red-cross was also set up for
blood donation.

MTA set up its studio at the
back of the stage. The stage and back-
ground was decorated with red color
screen. The stage exhibited oval shaped
Minaratul Masih and Kalima with Eng-
lish translation along with logo of
Jama'at “ Ahmadiyya Muslim Commu-
nity USA”. The rostrum had the same
logo.

Examining Jalsa Site

On July 15, 2010 evening Dr.
Ahsanullah Zafar Ameer Jama'at USA
visited Jalsa Site. He met with Afsaran,
Naib Afsaran, Nazimeen and Muava-
neen Jalsa to examine the final prepa-
rations. His visit encouraged and moti-
vated volunteers. In his address, Ameer
Sahib mentioned the background of our
Jasa Salana and its beginning at the
time of the Promised Messiah®™. He
said, “It stared with a small number but
now in various countries the attendance
surpassed thousands.” He instructed to
show patience during .Jalsa and treat all
guests of the Promised Messiah™ equal-
ly with love and Islamic brotherhood.
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Flag Hoisting Ceremony

Following tradition Ameer Sa-
hib performed Flag Hoisting ceremo-
ny on Friday July 16, 2010 at 1:45 PM
and led silent prayer.

Jumu’ah and Asr Prayers

Lunch was served after Ju-
mu’ah and Asr prayers. Naseem Mah-
di Sahib, Missionary In-Charge and
Na'ib Ameer delivered Friday Sermon
and led Jumu’ah and Asr prayer.

After Sura Al-Fatiha he recit-
ed two verses of Sura Al-Rad (13:29-
30) and three verses of Sura Al-Ahzab
(33:42-45). Elaborating the meanings
of the verses he said that it is only the
remembrance of Allah that provides
satisfaction and tranquility of hearts.
The topic has been discussed in the
Holy Qur’an, Ahadith, books of the
Promised Messiah™ and by the
Khulafa-e-Ahmadiyyat, he said. Peo-
ple have various aspects of remember-
ing Allah. Some have misconception
that for remembering Allah there is no
need of regular prayers. Hadhrat Mus-
leh Mau’ood™ in a speech on Zikre-
Ilahi elaborating insight of Zikr told
that keeping Allah in our thoughts and
never forgetting Him is Zikr. Remem-
bering His bounties helps in develop-
ing highest level of gratitude that at-
tracts His blessings as well. Perform-
ing five daily prayers regularly and
improving the quality of prayer is
needed. We should seek means to
please Him and always remain busy in
praying, he added.

For establishing unity of God
we must ponder on deeper meanings
of La Illaha Illallah. The art of suppli-
cation should be learned from the Ho-
ly Prophet*™ and the best source is
Durood Shreef. Allah and His angles
send Durood on him and we have
been commanded to follow them. The
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speaker quoted an incident
that how a passerby who
stayed in the company of
saints was rewarded and
blessed along with them. He
advised to be busy in re-
membrance of Allah during
Jalsa. He referred to the
message of Khalifatul Masih
Ve asking every Ahmadi to
convey message of peace to
the whole world with a par-
ticular reference to the USA.

Exhibition

Col. Fazal Ahmad,
Nazim exhibition, arranged
the exhibition that attracted a
large number of guests. At
the beginning of the exhibi-
tion photographs of the
Ka'aba, graphics summariza-
tion of our beliefs in the Ho-
ly Prophet™, photos of the
Promised Messiah™, his Suc-
cessors and Companions
were displayed. In another
section a brief pictorial his-
tory of community’s activi-
ties, the Ameers of Ahmadiy-
ya  Muslim  Community
(AMC), Missionaries and the
National Aamila were pre-
sented. The centerpiece of
the exhibition was the graph-
ic coverage of martyrdoms
in Lahore on May 28, 2010.
A special section of the exhi-
bition consisted of pictures
of the martyrs and presenta-
tion of their biographies.
Words cannot fully express
the feelings of the visitors
who were deeply touched by
the tremendous sacrifices of
the martyrs. Worldwide me-
dia coverage of the persecu-
tion of the AMC through the
years and tragic incident of
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Lahore were also presented. A pictori-
al coverage of our mosques through-
out the world and visits of Hadhrat
Khalifatul Masih V** to different cou-
ntries was displayed. A special feature
of the exhibition was the display of
the teachings of the Promised Messi-
ah™ forbidding violent jihad as an ad-
monishment of the Holy Prophet™
for the latter days. A video projection
displayed these timely and timeless
messages. The exhibition gen-erated
plenty of discussions on the main
theme i.e. Loyalty to the Homeland,
justice, love and sacrifices for the
great values of Islam and world peace.

Announcement Booth

An Announcement Booth was
set up at the stage. Dr. Khalid Ata and
his team announced schedules of im-
portant events from time to time.

Accommodation

Jama’at reserved hotels close
to Jalsa site. Many Ahmadi stayed in
these hotels. Nizamat Accommodation
also arranged rooms for non-Ahmadi
guests.

Bookstall

Khawas Ahmad Bhatti with
his team set up bookstall and made
necessary arrangements. A pamphlet
was available for ordering books on
line.

Special Events

Auxiliaries of Jama'at held
their meetings. Ahmadiyya Medical
Association, Lawyers Association,
Scientists Association and Engineers
and Architects Association held their
professional meetings to discuss their
achievements and future planning.
Humanity First USA held its meeting
at a lunch on Saturday. On the same
evening a reception for guests was
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“
arranged by National 7abligh depart- Wagfeen and their parents.
Volunteers were available to
help. The Booth was to update
information of Wagqfeen. Re-
dedication forms were also
available. The department ar-
ranged following two pro-
grams:

ment.
Khidmat-e-Khalq Report

As always, the planning start-
ed well in advance. The first step was
Volunteer recruitment. The planning
phase and volunteer recruitment went
well. About 150 Khuddam and 120
Atfal signed up and performed vari-
ous duties. The department was re-
sponsible for security, parking and
traffic control, rapid response, lug-
gage storage and volunteer refresh-
ment. Various aspects of tasks requir-
ing collaboration with Jalsa Gah and
Jalsa Salana departments, as well as
Lajna, were accomplished via in-
person meetings and teleconfer-
ences.

The Khidmat-e-khalg daftar
operated from 9AM-10PM on Fri-
day/Saturday, and 9AM - 4PM on
Sunday. The daftar provided “All
Access” and “Stage Access” passes
to authorized persons, following a
pre-determined protocol. Luggage
desk provided storage for personal
belongings of guests (particularly
larger items that cannot be taken
through the security checkpoint).

Traffic  duty began at
10:00AM Friday, and ended after the
departure of the bulk of the guests on
Sunday afternoon. Security teams
provided Stage and backstage securi-
ty, Men’s and Ladies Perimeter Secu-
rity, as well as secured Liwa-e-Ahma-
diyyat. Volunteers were always on
alert, aware of suspicious activities,
and kept main entrances clear. Metal
detectors were used randomly at the
main entrance.

Wagqfe Nau Program

The National Wagfe Nau De-
partment set up information booth for

a)

b)

Program for Wagqfeen-e-
Nau under 12: On July
16, 2010 Friday evening
(6:30 PM -7:30) a program
for Wagfeen-e-Nau un-
der12 was held at main
hall of men’s Jalsa Gah.
Ameer Sahib presided the
meeting. The principal Ja-
mia Ahmadiyya Canada
Salim Akhtar was also sit-
ting with Ameer Sahib.
175 Wagfeen, 20 Wagfat
and 150 parents participat-
ed. More than 100 Wagfat
along with their parents
attended the program from
ladies Jalsa Gah. Wagfeen
and Wagfat presented spee
-ches. After each speech
the National Secretary Ha-
fiz Samiullah Sahib asked
the audience questions re-
garding the speech. On
correct answer Prizes were
given at the spot. At that
occasion  Ameer  Sahib
awarded caps and pens to
Waqfeen and scarfs and
pens to Waqfat.

Program for Waqfeen-e-
Nau Over 15: On July 17,
2010 Saturday a career
building program was set
up at noon for Wagfeen
and Wagqfat overlS. It was
held in a conference room
closer to Ladies .Jalsa
Gah. Saleem Akhtar Sahib
Principal Jamia Ahmadiy-

ya Canada presided the meeting.
Boys and Girls expressed their views.
A boy presented the significance of
MTA. 64 Waqfeen and Waqfat who
rededicated their Wagf were awarded
certificates.

The attendance was: Boys and Girls=70;
Parents=40

The National Secretary Wagfe-
Nau briefly expressed the achievement of
Wagqfe-Nau. He discussed the importance
of career building. The principal in his
address removed the misunderstanding
that Jamia Canada is not just only for
Canada but for the whole North Ameri-
can countries. He explained the im-
portance and benefits of rededication. He
suggested that besides adopting the field
of personal interest they should consider
joining Jamia Ahmadiyya as well.

Dinner for Guests

In the evening of July 17, 2010 a
Tablighi dinner was arranged by National
Tabligh Department. All guests who at-
tended Jalsa and Ahmadi dignitaries
from USA and outside were invitees. Af-
ter dinner a Q/A session was held. 150
Guests were in attendance.

Mushaira

After dinner and Isha Prayer a
Mushaira organized by MAALA (Mid-
Atlantic Association for Literature Ap-
preciation) with the collaboration of Jalsa
organizers was held on Saturday in the
same hall. 16 well-known poets of North
America participated and presented their
poems. Two of them were non-Ahmadi
guests who arrived from Chicago and
New York. 220 gents and more than100
ladies attended this function.

Tahajjud and Salat
Arrangements

Congregational Salatul Tahajjud on
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Saturday and Sunday and daily Pray-
ers were offered at Jalsa Gah. The
attendance at Tahajjud and Fajr time
was around 200 (men and women) on
both days. On Saturday Maulana
Irshad Malhi led 7ahajjud and Fajr
prayers and delivered Darsul Qur'an
and Maulana Zafarullah Hanjra led
prayers and delivered Darsul Hadith
on Sunday.

Opening Session
(July 16, 2010) Presided by
Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar,
Ameer Jama’at USA

The session started with recita-
tion from the Holy Qur’an by Hafiz
Samiullah Chaudhry followed by its
English translation by Haji Yaqub.
Asadullah Choudhery recited a poem
of the Promised Messiah®. The Eng-
lish translation was read out by Rod-
ney Basyir. Ameer Sahib welcomed
all guests and referred to the first Jal-
sa Salana at the time of the Promised
Messiah®”. He briefly described the
significance of our Jalsa. He men-
tioned great sacrifice offered as mar-
tyrdom in two mosques where 84
blessed souls were lifted to heaven.
Before formal proceeding of the ses-
sion Ameer Sahib invited Mayer of
Herndon to express his views.

Mr. Steve DeBenedittis,
Mayor of Herndon welcomed the au-
dience and said that Herndon is linked
to various ethnic and religious groups
who have good understanding of each
other. He wished that they would con-
tinue good relation and understanding.
The Mayor appreciated our slogan of
“Love for All Hatred for None”. He
wished that such a wonderful gather-
ing should continue here.

After Mayor’s address Ameer
Sahib asked Ahmad Mubarik Sahib to
read a message of Hadhrat Khalifatul

Masih V** sent for the Jal-
sa. The message was in Ur-
du and its English transla-
tion was scrolled on the
screen side by side.
Hazoor™ prayed for the
success of Jalsa and asked
every Ahmadi living in
USA to convey the message
of Ahmadiyyat to everyone
in USA. He referred to the
writings of the Promised
Messiah™ who expressed
deep desire to convey the
message of Islam to each
individual of the world.
Hazoor*™™ advised to pray
for the guidance of people
after conveying the mes-
sage. Hazoor™ added that
we could achieve the victo-
ry of Islam through our
prayers as that is a weapon
given to the Promised Mes-
siah®™ for the victory of Is-
lam. Hazoor™ emphasized
on reciting of “Jubilee
Prayers” regularly.

Ameer Sahib briefly

aba

elaborated Hazoor’s™ mes-
sage and  appreciated

Naseem Mahdi Sahib’s ac-
tivities in Tabligh. He
acknowledged New York
Jama at for literature distri-
bution and urged others for
distributing the Tablighi
Pamphlets with the same
spirit.

Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar
himself was the first speak-
er of the session. The topic
of his speech was “Allah,
the Great Forgiver”.
Ameer Sahib recited the
verse of Surah Taha
(20:83) and said that the
theme of his speech is

Ghaffar, the Forgiver an attribute of
Allah. That was the first attribute
taught to Hadhrat Adam®™. When he
made a mistake, Allah taught him a
prayer to forgive. Four main attributes
of Allah mentioned in the Holy
Qur’an govern other attributes. He
referred to a sermon of Hadhrat
Khalfatul Masih IV™ delivered in
1984 in which he elaborated the attrib-
ute of Ghaffar. He mentioned three
stages of that attribute. The person
doing Istaghfar should believe in Al-
lah’s signs, beg forgiveness and wait
for Allah’s decision. The Holy Proph-
et'™ always did Istaghfar. The Holy
Prophet™ prayed and did Istaghfar
for his bitter enemies so that Allah
might change their hearts for Islam.
Allah accepted his prayers. The attrib-
ute of forgiveness and Allah’s mercy
dominate everything. We always seek
His mercy as our survival depends on
His Grace and Mercy. Following the
footsteps of our Prophet™ we should
also pray for those who hurt us during
recent Lahore incident of martyrdoms.
May Allah change their hearts. They
should understand that we the mem-
bers of Jama'at Ahmadiyya stand for
the establishing nobility of the Holy
Prophet™ in the world.

Dr. Faheem Younus Qureshi
was the second speaker. The topic of
his speech was “Bai’at, the Guardian
of our Identity in the West”. He re-
cited verse (18:95) of Surah Al-Kahf.
He said that living in a jungle one
should identify as a lion for the sur-
vival. That identity is differently
judged in the West and the East. In the
horrific incident of Lahore, many Ah-
madi lost their lives in the broad day
light. The incident reflected lack of
religious freedom, common in most
countries and the Muslim world, by
judging people with variable criteria.
The USA offers such a freedom of
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religion and expression that no other
country offers. The non-Muslims ask
that what contribution the Muslims
had who are branded with terrorism.
Such questions disturb our children
and youth. Many children and youth
are reluctant to exhibit their identity.
They are adopting habits of others
and are hesitant to express their own
identity as an Ahmadi Muslim. Most-
ly people struggle hard for resources
and lose their religion in achieving
worldly pursuits.

He quoted the Promised Mes-
siah™ who allowed worldly achieve-
ments but admonished to copy other
nations blindly. He mentioned a re-
puted musician Howard Scott who
converted to Islam and exhibited his
own identity as a true Ahmadi Mus-
lim. Howard became Muhammad
Sadiq and gave up the profession, he
loved. He took Bai 'at and maintained
it in words and spirit for his identity.
He had a link of bondage with Kha-
lifatul Masih IV™ and wrote him reg-
ularly. At the old age when he lost
his eyesight and could not write he
sent audio-tapes to Hazoor™ for pray-
ers. Hadhrat Khalifatul IV™ once
called him an angle. The bondage of
Bai’ar maintained by Muhammad
Sadiq leaves a message for Ahmadi
youth that Bai'at can not be inherited
but has to be earned and maintained.

The speaker quoted early his-
tory of Islam when a boy accepted
Holy Prophet’s™" invitation and all
elders rejected him. That boy was
Al who was latter entitled as
Asadullah, a lion of Allah. The
speaker also quoted example of
Hdahrat Musleh Mau’ood™ who at
the age of 11 determined to find the
truthfulness of the Promised Messi-
ah®. He searched and found it. Latter,
he became Khalifatul Masih, a model
to follow. The parents must attach
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their children with Khialfat
and should develop bondage
with Khalifatul Masih®*
We should be proud of be-
ing an Ahmadi that is for
our identity and survival, he
concluded.

Maulana Azhar Haneef
was the third speaker. His
topic was “Trials-Sources
of Divine Favor and
Wrath”. The speaker re-
ferred to the incident of La-
hore that has touched the
heart of every Ahmadi. He
referred to the early history
of Islam when Hadhrat Kha-
lid Bin Waleed™, who had
the desire of martyrdom,
was crying on his death bed.
In replying a query Hadhrat
Khalid™ said that he fought
many battles and his body
was full of scars. He desired
to be martyred. The Holy
Prophet™ entitled him,
Sword of Allah. That was
his reward. He referred to
the writing of the Promised
Messiah™ who said, “Never
think that God will let you
go waste. Do not fear the
intervening trials and re-
main steadfast to your
pledge of Bai'af”. Hazoor
forecasted glad tiding of the
victory of Islam. The speak-
er recited verse (2:215) of
the Holy Qur’an that trials
are for enhancing faith of
the believers. The steadfast
in trials receives His favor.
The life of the Holy Proph-
et™ was full of trials but he
remained stead-fast and
prayed for his enemies as
well. Allah’s wrath falls on
those who persecute the be-
lievers. The speaker quoted
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incidents of trials and the wrath of Al-
lah. The incident of Mong Rasool and a
powerful earthquake, the incidents of
Khulna mosque and Sunderban of Bang-
ladesh followed by cyclones are eye
opener . The opponents wanted to wipe
out Ahmadis but God’s wrath wiped
them out. God miraculously changed the
hearts of the people. Recently, when
some opponents wanted to attack Ah-
madi their brethren became shield
against them to protect Ahmadi. The
speaker pointed out that 35" Jalsa Sa-
lana held in a park when a few days be-
fore Jalsa Dr. Muzzafar Ahmad mar-
tyred and authority of a hotel cancelled
the contract. The same assailant wanted
to blast our mosque but God wrath burnt
him. In his concluding words the speak-
er referred to an address of Hadhrat
Khalifatul Masih II™ of 1974 who
prayed for whole mankind that they
should recognize their Lord.

Ameer Sahib in his concluding
remarks thanked speakers and said that
our youth are good and they are future
of Ahmadiyyat. The parents should train
children as directed by the Promised
Messiah™ who always prayed for his
children in every prayer.

Saturday (July 17, 2010)
Morning Session: Presided by
Naseem Mahdi Sahib
Missionary In-charge
and Na’ib Ameer

The session started with the reci-
tation of the Holy Qur’an by Muham-
mad Asadullah and Abdul Karim read
English translation. Muhammad Zafa-
rulla Khan recited a Persian poem and
Nasirullah Ahmad read its English
translation.

Bilal Abdus Salam was the first
speaker of the session. His topic was
“Islam beyond Culture and Ethnici-
ty”. The speaker said that the topic
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touched to understand the essence of
true righteousness. Islam is a universal
religion and Ahmadiyyat is true Islam.
There is no racism, nationalism and
cultureism in Islam. All men are equal
in the sight of Allah. The speaker
quoted an incident at the time of the
Holy Prophet®™ when he was sitting
with some non-Arab Muslims. People
mocked that he had poor slaves who
accepted him. The Holy Prophet™ did
not care for the mockery and kept
them attached with him. Islam teaches
purity of heart and righteousness. As a
Muslim we have to live according to
the will of our Creator. Our life must
be spent with righteousness so that we
should be recipient of Allah’s pleas-
ure. The speaker narrated a quotation
of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih II" who
advised to enjoy real life that is to
please our Lord. We have been creat-
ed on attributes of Allah that we must
exhibit throughout our life, he added.
A verse of the Holy Qur’an (49:14)
states that: “Verily the most righteous
is the most honorable.” The speaker
said that we are lucky that we have
Khilafat. 1t is our duty to respond and
obey Khalifaul Masih® and develop
bondage of love with him. We belong
to different color, culture and race but
are living together like a bunch of
flower. The speaker referred to the
writing of the Promised Messiah™ who
advised to pass life with righteousness
and become like a real brother. The
Promised Messiah® allowed to achi-
eve worldly goals but forbade imitat-
ing other nations blindly. He admon-
ished not to pass a sinful life that takes
us away from our Creator. The Prom-
ised Messiah® advised to follow the
Holy Prophet™ for a real life. The
speaker narrated a revelation of the
Promised Messiah® that Islam would
be spread to the far corners of globe
and said that he exhibited himself as a
living sign of the revelation.
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Amjad Mahmood
Khan was the second speak-
er who spoke on “Religious
Freedom in America”. He
started his speech with the
recitation of a verse of Sura
Al-Bagarah ~ (2:257)  that
means no compulsion in reli-
gion. There is freedom of
religion in America and we
are proud of being American
Muslims. Comparing with
European countries America
is much better, he said.
Building Minarets and wear-
ing head scarf have been
banned in some countries.
President Obama addressing
Muslims at Cairo said, “In
America freedom of religion
is indivisible from the free-
dom to practice.” In 2004
when the State of Oklahoma
banned head scarf in Public
Schools the Federal Court
intervened, stopped and de-
clared it unconstitutional.
Our Constitution provides
freedom of religion. For
elaborating his point of view
the speaker divided his
speech under 4 sub-headings:

a) Religious Freedom in
America
b) Religious
[slam
¢) Religious Freedom in

Muslim world
d) our responsibility as
American Muslims

Freedom in

a) Religious Freedom in
America: Most immi-
grants arrived here to seek
Religious Freedom. Free-
dom was provided for the
believers of every faith to
practice according to their
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faith. Amendments were made in
the constitution for this purpose.

b) Religious Freedom in Islam:
There is no compulsion in Islam
and the faith is individual com-
mitment. The believing Muslims
have no right to force others to
believe. The Holy Prophet™ ac-
tively promoted peace, tolerance
and compassion for all non-
Muslims living in Arabia. He
wrote letters to churches and reli-
gious leaders for the establish-
ment of peace and freedom of
religion. The historic Charter of
Madina and a letter written to
Christian Monks of Sinai are in-
ternationally accepted 1mportant
documents

¢) Religious Freedom in Muslim
World: Unfortunately, the Mus-
lim world lacks Religious Free-
dom. They deviated from the path
of the Holy Prophet™ in provid-
ing such freedom. On contrary,
they misused Islam and allowed
killing and torturing of others.
Pakistan is at the top where be-
lievers of other faiths and sects
are officially targeted.

d) Our Responsibility as Ameri-
can Muslims: Our responsibility
is to protect Islamic principles of
Religious Freedom that the Holy
Prophet*™ provided in the form
of Charter of Madina and the
ways he practiced them.

Ali Murtaza was the third
speaker. His topic of speech was
“Calling Nations towards God”.
The speaker said that calling man-
kind to God has been a Mercy on
man from God in raising prophets.
Messengers were sent to all nations
(Holy Qur’an 35:25). He referred to
a prophecy of the Holy Prophet™
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about advent of the Promised Messi-
ah™. He said that a time would come
when nothing about faith and teach-
ing of Qur’an would remain in the
world. At that time a man would ap-
pear to restore the lost glory of Is-
lam. The Holy Prophet®™" named that
person Messiah. That Messiah was
destined to bring peace and religious
freedom. The Promised Messiah ar-
rived in the form of Hadhrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad®. His advent was for:

a) Ending religious wars
b) Condemning bloodshed
¢) Establishing peace and justice.

UNO set up in 1945 to stop
wars between countries and establish-
ing peace. But wars occurred and
UNO failed to stop them. The Prom-
ised Messiah™ divested Islam of fa-
natical beliefs and practices. He rec-
ognized the noble teachings of the
religious founders. He had many rev-
elations for the victory of Islam. One
of them states, “I shall cause thy mes-
sage to reach the corners of
earth.” The speaker said that revela-
tions fulfilled at different occasions.
There are 239 countries in the world
and Jama'at Ahmadiyya has been es-
tablished in189 countries exhibiting
the truthfulness of the Promised Mes-
siah®™. The speaker provided the fig-
ures of Jama 'at in different countries.
Continuing his speech he said, “We
can become the ambassadors of the
Promised Messiah™ by conveying the
message of Islam and establishing
peace. This can be done if we change
ourselves and raise the standard of
our worship and serving humani-
ty”. We should plan according to the
ways of country we live in, he added.
Similarly by following the instruction
of Khalifatul Masih®™ we can pro-
gress in our Tabligh efforts. Hazoor
instructed to convey the message of
Islam in 2 % of US citizens. If our

I

effort is right, the rest God
will bring forth, he conclud-
ed.

In  his  remarks
Naseem Mahdi Sahib said
that for 50 million Spanish
Speaking citizens of US
labligh activities have been
arranged. He announced a
meeting at 1:40 PM and
invited all Spanish speaking
and interested Ahmadis
willing to do Zabligh in
Spanish speaking people.

Talimul Qur’an
Ceremoney

Dr Zaheeruddin
Mansoor National Secretary
Talimul-Qur '‘an mentioned
that National Talimul-
Qur'an  department ar-
ranged a Hifzul Qur'an
class at Baitur Rahman
Mosque from June 25-July
15, 2010. Qari Nawab Ah-
mad Sahib was invited from
Qadian for the class. Syed
Fazal Ahmad was Nazime-
A’la of the class. 36 Boys
and 28 girls participated
and leaned some portion of
the Holy Qur’an. Syed
Fazal Ahmad announced
names of the participants
and Ameer Sahib awarded
the certificates.

Alme-Inami and
Talent Awards

On the basis of overall
activites of a Majlis Khud-
damul  Ahmadiyya Alme-
Inami is awarded to the best
Majlis. This year Alme-
Inami was awarded to Dal-
las  Majlis Awards were
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also given to Majalis who achieved
second and third positions. Similarly
Majlis Atfalul Ahmadiyya was awarded
Alme Inami. The best Majlis in Atfalul
Ahmadiyya was Queens Majlis. Gold
medals and talent awards were also
granted to the students and individuals
who fulfilled the required criteria.

Ameen Ceremony

Jalsa Salana served as a plat-
form to recognize the Ameen of 21 At-
Jal ranging from ages 4 to 12.

Atfal Volunteering at the Jasla

Atfal passionately offered their
services in a wide variety of tasks. 71
Atfal volunteered who were engaged in
many duties. Atfal were helpful in reg-
istration and scanning ID at entrance
of Jalsa Gah. They helped food ser-
vice, and offered services in cleaning
up the Jalsa site.

Atfal Welcome Packages

This year 13 boys were initiat-
ed into Atfalul Ahmadiyya. They were
awarded welcome packages containing
a Prayers mat, prayers cap, MKA
Scarf, and a welcome letter.

Saturday, (July 17, 2010)
Afternoon
Session Presided by
Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar,
Ameer Jama’at USA

The session stared with recita-
tion from the Holy Qur’an by Hafiz
Mubarik Kokui and English translation
was read by Bashir Asad. Kaleem
Bhatti recited a poem of the Promised
Messiah™ and Ahmad Nooruddin read
its English translation. After that
Ameer  Sahib  introduced Amjad
Mahmood Khan who is a lawyer and
director of PR of Jama'at Ahmadiyya
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USA and asked him to introduce
guest speakers. Mr. Khan intro-
duced Sharon Bulova, Chairman
of the Board of Supervisors Fair-
fax County and invited her to ad-
dress. She welcomed all guests and
said that in the Fairfax County peo-
ple of hundred languages live to-
gether in harmony. She appreciated
work of AMC and congratulated on
a successful convention.

The next speaker scheduled
was US Senator Kay Hutchinson.
Amjad Khan introduced her. As she
could not attend, her message read
by Amjad Khan. She appreciated
the efforts of AMC in promoting
peace, condemning violence, firm
stand against terrorism and support-
ing freedom. She supported lifting
of bias laws against Ahmadis in Pa-
kistan.

Yasin Sharif was the first
speaker of the session. His topic was
“Modern Challenges to Core Be-
liefs”. Ameer Sahib after brief intro-
duction invited him to speak on the
subject. The speaker recited a verse
(2:63) of the Holy Quran meaning
that Believers, Jews, Christians and
Sabians- who-ever believes in Allah
and the Last day and does good
deeds shall have reward from his
Lord. Man has urge to worship
some type of powerful being. The
religion has gone through evolution.
The speaker referred to a quotation
of the Promised Messiah™ express-
ing that Man passes through three
stages-from Natural to Moral and
from Moral to Spiritual. Man has
choice to adopt good or evil. Holy
Prophet ** said that reward of good
deed would be multiple and punish-
ment of the evil would be one time
only, he added.

Anxiety, suffering and pain
are mostly judged according to per-
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sonal pain and feelings. The
speaker referred to a saying of
the Holy Prophet™ about ad-
vent of the Promised Messiah™
who arrived in the form of Ha-
dhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad™.
He abandoned Jihad of the
Sword and introduced Jehad of
the Pen. The speaker invited
for studying and learning
about the Promised Messiah™
and the Khalifa of the time. He
concluded that our efforts with
prayers would be rewarded.

After that Ameer Sahib
said that we have delegates
from different countries at-
tending our Jalsa. He invited
Amjad Khan to resume some
introduction. Mr. Khan said
that we have guests from Paki-
stan, India, Europe, Canada,
Africa and Latin American
countries. He introduced Am-
bassador of Mozambique and
then invited two guests from
Guatemala who addressed in
Spanish and Dr. Waseem
Sayed translated in English:

Sergio Lenornel Celis
Navasa, Cogressman: The
congressman  greeted and
thanked for inviting him. He
conveyed the greeting of peo-
ple of Guatemala.

Marvin Francisco
Barrios de Leon, Governor
of Sacatepeque: After greet-
ing he said that belief in one
God transcends all borders and
languages. He expressed his
anxiety about spiritual poverty
of his own country. After lis-
tening speeches and talking
with people, he thinks that Ah-
madiyya Faith is characterized
with purity and establishing
peace. He was also impressed
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with the idea of living in peace as a
citizen of a country where they live.

Naseem Mahdi Sahib Naib
Ameer & Missionari In-charge
was the second speaker. His topic of
speech was “Islam and Loyalty to
the Homeland”.

The speaker made presenta-
tion by slides exhibited at the
screen. He recited a verse (4:60) of
Surah Al-Nisa in which the believers
have been ordained to obey govern-
ment of the time. Many Americans
are in doubts of Muslims’ loyalty.
Some Muslim countries are depriv-
ing rights of others through Shariah
Laws. Some non-Muslim countries
create problems for Muslims. Islam
promotes secular system and treats
all citizens equally. Justice and secu-
lar system has been mentioned in the
Holy Qur’an. All Muslims living in
non-Muslim countries are loyal to
the government. The US govern-
ment provides freedom of choice
and freedom of religion. According
to the Holy Qur’an the grateful are
rewarded and ungrateful have pun-
ishment from Allah. Living in USA
we have to follow the rules and be
obedient. The Promised Messiah®
advised us to be sincere and pray for
the country, he added. AMC firmly
believes in separating state from
mosques. He invited all Muslims to
join us to represent true picture of
Islam. Islam prohibits terrorism and
we can not live in a country by be-
ing hypocrites, he concluded.

After that Ameer Sahib invit-
ed Amjad Khan to resume introduc-
tion of guests. Amjad Khan intro-
duced Gerry Conolly Congress-
man of 11" district of VA and in-
vited him to address. The Congress-
man greeted and appreciated our
tradition of tolerance and separating
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mosque and state. He mentioned the vited them for a Tablighi dinner.

incident of Lahore where religious
values were not respected.

Mr. Khan introduced Her
Excellency Edith Hazel Depu-
tyAmbassador of Ghana and
asked her to address. She greeted
and appreciated efforts of AMC and
its contribution in Ghana. “Love for
all Hatred for None” is a wonderful
slogan, she added.

Colonel Norvell Coots
from Walter Reed Hospital was
the next speaker who also appreciat-
ed our motto. Helping others, serv-
ing, are deeds of selflessness and
goodness that AMC is conducting.
Charity is an essence of love, he
said.

Thomas Davis House Dele-
gate of 86™ District of VA was
next speaker who said that we have
so much common that can be
shared. He said that Religious free-
dom was born in VA. He appreciat-
ed our motto of “Love for all Hatred
for None”.

Patrick Herrity Member
of Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisor was the next speaker. He
welcomed all and appreciated hold-
ing convention in VA. He said that
his doors are open for all Muslims.

Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee D-Texas was the last
guest speaker. She could not attend
but sent a video-tape that was dis-
played. She said that AMC is strong
supporter of education for all and
education for women and women
rights. She congratulated on the
convention,

Names of some guests who
travelled for the convention were
announced. Ameer Sahib thanked
all the guests and speakers and in-

Sunday July

18,2010

(Morning Session)
Presided by
Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar,
Ameer Jama’at USA

The session started with
recitation of the Holy Quran by

Mubasher Hafeez

and Hamza

Ilyas offered its English transla-
tion. An Urdu poem of the Prom-
ised Messiah™ was recited by

Mansoor Rafiq an
translation  was
Jalaluddin Latif,

d the English
done by

Maulana Syed Shamshad
Ahmad Nasir was the first
speaker. His topic was “Those
like me and my Companions”.

The speaker said

has been taken from a Hadith of

that the topic

the Holy Prophet™ who said,

“My ummat will b
73 sects but only

e divided into
one will be

saved”. The companions of the

Promised Messiah®

would be

like his own companions, the

saw

Holy Prophet
The opponents of

prophesized.
the Promised

Messiah™ would follow the pat-
tern of the opponents of the Holy

s58W

Prophet

The speaker men-

tioned some barbaric incidents at
the time of the Holy Prophet*"
and the Promised Messiah™. Op-

position appeared

at different

time and the opponents tried to
destroy Ahmadiyyat but failed in
their planning. Support of Allah

always descended

from heaven,

the speaker concluded.

After the

Raja recited an Urdu poem of

Musleh Mau’ood™
translation was
Omar Shaheed.

speech Bilal

. The English
presented by

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA

Maulana Naseem Mahdi Mis-
sionary In-charge was the second
speaker. His topic was “Martyrdom
in Lahore: Our Reaction and Re-
sponse.” The speaker recited a verse
of Surah Al-Ahzab (23:24) meaning
that some fulfilled pledge and some are
waiting. Hadhrat Khalifitul Masih V***
highlighted incident of Lahore and de-
scribed each Shaheed. In the horrific
incident at the mosques Ahmadi exhib-
ited a patient and exemplary reaction.
Where as in another attack at Data
Darbar people were in panic and tram-
pled many under their feet.

During the life time of the Holy
Prophet™" incidents happened. He and
his companions were brutally treated.
Many of them were tortured and some
were martyred. The Holy Prophet™
and his companions were resigned to
the will of Allah. Every Ahmadi living
in 190 countries felt the pain of his
brethren as his own. Ahmadi followed
the instructions of the Holy Prophet™™
and adopted his pattern. They resigned
themselves to the Will of Allah. After
Lahore incident we should not hesitate
to offer sacrifice of our lives as sacri-
ficing nations will never be destroyed.
We pledge to fulfill our pledge of
Bai’at by not a lip service but from the
core of our hearts. We should be stead-
fast and should have no doubts about
victory of Ahmadiyyat. We must use
the weapon of prayer and with prayer
everything is done, he concluded.

Dr. Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad
was the last speaker of the session. The
topic of his speech was: “Zikre Habib
-Forbearance and Forgiveness of
Enemies”. The Promised Messiah™
followed his Master in displaying his
character. Lala Malawa Mal and Lala
Sharampat Rai who were his neighbor
and witnessed his glaring truth, never
spared any moment of opposition.
Once Lala Sharampat Rai was sick and
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Hazoor™ visited and appointed a doc-
tor for his treatment. The Promised
Messiah™ prayed for all opponents at
least for 2 or 3 times. Once in the court
when his attorney asked personal ques-
tions from Maulvi Muhammad Husain,
Hazoor® immediately stopped him.
Mirza Nizam Din always opposed him
but Hazoor™ always visited and asked
about his treatment. Hazoor™ set a
model of highest moral character.
Through his own example he wanted
to bring a change in our lives, the
speaker concluded.

Concluding  Address  of
Ameer Sahib: Ameer Sahib in his
concluding remarks said that our Jalsa
Salana followed the tradition of the
Promised Messiah®. At this occasion
we recognize those who passed away
especially martyrs of Lahore. He said
that the incident of Lahore highlights
that life and death are in the hands of
Allah. He thanked many non-Ahmadis
who expressed sympathy with us on
that incident. He requested to pray for
those who are in need and those who
passed away.

Ameer Sahib announced that
overall attendance of Jalsa was 6131.
He read the names of 21 dignitaries
who arrived from different countries of
the world to attend our Jalsa. He said
that Hazoor™ sent a message to con-
vey the message of Islam to all Ameri-
cans and pray for opponents as well. In
accordance with Hazoor’s"™ instruc-
tion USA Jama'at has prepared pam-
phlets that needed to be distributed in
masses throughout USA. Ameer Sahib
recognized and appreciated all mem-
bers of USA Jama'at who supported
Jalsa event and spent considerable
" time and energy in smooth running of
Jalsa activities. He prayed for the safe
return of all participants of Jalsa. The
Jalsa Salana concluded with silent
prayer at 1:27 PM. Alhamdulillah.
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Ahmadi Students Promote
Peace, Create Awareness

Saira Bhatti

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Student Association (AMSA) at
George Mason University in Fairfax, Virgina, has been promoting the
Jamaat's campaign “Muslims for Peace” throughout its campus. For
several weeks the students have sat at a kiosk to hand out the cam-
paign's flyer to students and faculty. They also had a table at a local
university event. Around 300-400 flyers were passed out. Many inter-
ested students and professors came by and appreciated the message of
peace. The students received many questions asking which group they
were from AMSA member Shumaila Ahmad felt a strong sense of
unity with her fellow Ahmadi students “It was surprising, yet fascinat-
ing to see how many people were interested in our campaign and what
we had to say,” said Ahmad.

Moderate Muslims Encourage
Peace, Gain Appreciation

Saira Bhatti

Tabligh secretaries from Northern and Central Virgina pro-
moted the Muslims For Peace Campaign by participating in the 34th
annual Fall Festival in Fairfax, Virginia on October 9. Northern Vir-
ginia's 7abligh secretary Jalal Malik Sahib and Central Virginia's Us-
man Choudhary Sahib passed out approximately 700 flyers at the
event. One woman said “Oh, I see ‘Ahmadiyya’...Yes, I was going to
write down Ahmadiyya and look it up, now I have it in my hand.”
“She was very appreciative,” said Choudhary. Malik found that many
people reacted positively to their message and how they were being
the voice of moderate Muslims. “Many criticize and say that the mod-
erate Muslims aren’t loud enough, so here we are trying to be loud,”
said Malik to attendees at the event. Choudhary explained that people
referenced ABC's 20/20 program on Islam, and Diane Sawyer’s open
question asking “Where are the moderate Muslims?” “People were
appreciative that we, as moderate Muslims, were addressing this
void,” said Choudhary. He also noted how people responded positive-
ly to their representation of the Jama'at's motto “Love for all, hatred
for none,” and the flyer's anti-terrorism message. Both secretaries not-
ed that if there were more people to help pass out flyers, then perhaps
“We could have spent more time speaking to people individually, as
many people seemed quite willing to talk.”
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OPENING ADDRESS BY
DR. AHSANULLAH ZAFAR,
AMEER JAMA’AT USA
AT THE 62ND ANNUAL CONVENTION USA

Transcribed by: Mansura Bashir Minhas

“But surely I am Ghaffar to
those who repent and believe and
do good deeds, and
then stick to guidance.” (20: 83)

The meaning of the name
‘Ghaffar’ is he who protects us
from committing sin and passes
over our sins and faults. We can-
not talk about ‘Ghaffar” unless
we put it in the background of
the names of Allah- the attributes
of Allah. This started, as we un-
derstand it from Hadhrat Adam™
when He created him and taught
him names. It is not illustrated
beyond that but the best under-
standings are that the names
mentioned are the attributes of
Allah- the names of Allah. And
in the Qur’an it is illustrated that
the four names of Allah- the at-
tributes of Allah which govern
everything in life and which are
the basis of the universe as we
understand it is are: Rab, Rah-
man, Raheem and Malik-e-
youmiddin.

Now with Hadhrat Adam®,
no such names are mentioned in
the Quran as to which particular
names were taught to him nor is
it mentioned in the Bible. How-
ever, when we look at the de-
scription of Hadhrat Adam®,
something stands out. The first

thing is that he made a mis-
take and Allah taught him a
prayer and then He forgave
him. So it would seem that
the first name that was
taught by Allah to Hadhrat
Adam®™ was that of
‘Ghaffar’, because when he
made a mistake, he repent-
ed, he prayed to Allah and
Allah forgave him. And that
i1s what ‘Ghaffar’ all stands
for. So it is a very, very im-
portant attribute. It also ties
iin with the four attributes
mentioned in the Qur’an -
Rab, Rahman, Raheem,
Malik-e-yaumiddin.

Nothing in life is pos-
sible without Allah’s mer-
cy. That dominates every-
thing. Nothing would exist
without Allah’s mercy. So
Allah’s grace (Rahman),
and mercy (Raheem) is in-
herent in life as we know it
and understand it. Now
there is an interesting as-
pect of reciting the names.
And it is that when one re-
cites the name which is
when one prays to Allah,
something has to come
down with it. And although
Allah is ‘Latif’, which is
one of his attributes, and we

cannot with our normal senses
feel Him or sense Him. He can
reach our eyes, but our eyes can-
not reach Him. He can reach our
senses but our senses cannot
reach Him. But in ways, if we
look at the episode of Hadhrat
Adam®™, when he did Istighfar,
Allah improved his understand-
ing. He understood the conse-
quences of right and wrong, he
understood what to do if you end
up making a mistake, which is to
do Istighfar. And if we look at a
later narrative, again in the Bible
or in the
Qur’an, it is the narrative of feel-
ing that he is exposed and he
covers himself with leaves of the
garden. Again he has learnt that
when he feels exposed, and
he has fallen short on certain
things, that he does /stighfar and
prays to Allah. So that is Allah’s
way of responding and enhanc-
ing and teaching man so
that he progresses in ways which
take him forward.

In the granting of Istighfar,
the subject becomes quite vast
because we all live and we all
survive because of Allah’s grace
and mercy and we are constantly
in the need of his Istighfar. Ha-
dhrat Khalifatul Masih IV* in a
sermon he delivered in 1984,
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which is in Pakistan, he mentions
that there were three states, that he
brought up. 1 don’t think that it
necessarily means that there are no
other

states, but he mentions three states
where Istighfar when Ghaffar is in

play.

He says belief in Allah’s signs
and then if one commit’s a mistake
and repents, Allah’s attribute of
Ghaffar shines on the man. This is
also the verse that I read in the very
beginning from the Qur’an. Then,
Hazoor has mentioned that there
are others who ask for it and then
they wait for it. They want Allah to
decide when and whether they will
be forgiven. So the forgiveness is
not immediate but it is hoped for
by the individual who stands there.
And then there is a case of those
who have done good and who have
done bad and it is likely that Allah
will grant them forgiveness or /s-

tighfar.

He then goes on to illustrate
the issue of Istighfar by the Proph-
ets and especially by Rasulallah™.
He illustrates that the Prophets ask
for Istighfar for those who torture
them, for those who reject them,
those who oppose them in every
other way. The Prophets do /s-
tighfar for them, so that Allah will
then change them in return of their
Istighfar. And the best illustration
is where Rasulallah®™ spent his
nights in Istighfar and his prayers
to Allah and Allah changed the dis-
believers of that time. They either
believed and they became strong
effective Muslims, worthy of Al-
lah’s rewards and Allah’s blessings
upon them or where they didn’t,
they ended up in such awe of the

Holy Prophet™ that he re-
marked in a Hadith that God
had granted him a dominion
or a fear and respect over six
days of riding from wherev-
er he was. His presence was
felt by people a hundred
miles or more, by the crite-
ria of traveling at that time.
Of course in this day and
age, you can pretty much go
to the moon and come back
and on the same day. But
this is the way he described
it in his time.

There is also the as-
pect that because of his /s-
tighfar, there is an illustra-
tion that Jibraeel™ appeared
to the Holy Prophet™ and
this is a narrative which is
well established in Hadith.
And he was, he filled the
space between the heavens
and earth, from horizon to
horizon in his manifesta-
tions to him. And that is an
enormous exhibition of Al-
lah’s presence to the Proph-
et*™ compared to the other
situations, for  example
where Jibraeel™ appeared as
a dove and the like or small-
er manifestations.

This week, as we are
together and we are cele-
brating the blessings of Jal-
sa Salana, we should pray
also for those who hurt us in
Lahore and they inflicted
and they have been inflict-
ing such pain upon our com-
munity in Pakistan. So that
Allah will then bring His
Mercy upon them in such a

way, that they will realize their
mistakes and not to continue with
the harassment that they have
been carrying out and we pray
that Allah change their hearts and
they understand that the message
of Masih Mau’ood™ is true, that
Masih  Mau’ood™ is talking
about Islam and not about a new
religion, that Masih Mau’ood™
and we as Ahmadis, we stand for
the nobility of the Holy Proph-
et’™, his sanctity, his high stature.
And when we say that Masih
Mau’ood™ came as a Prophet, we
are indeed enhancing the stature
of Khatam-e-Nabuwwat, we are
not minimizing it and we are
not taking away anything from it.

May they understand that
and come to terms with it. And if
there are such who do not see it
that way, at least they will not
have such strength in their minds
as to hurt our people, to harm our
people and to harm the country in
the way they are doing at the mo-
ment. Ameen.

Allah, the Great Forgiver

B A
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BAI’AT—THE GUARDIAN OF OUR
IDENTITY IN THE WEST

Dr. Faheem Younus Quraishi

Transcribed by: Ahmad Saeed Bhatti

If life were a jungle, which
animal would you choose to be?
Most people would say, “I want to
be a lion.” This question has deep
relevance to Bai'al being our
identity’s guardian in the West.

Our identity is challenged
very differently in the East, where
scores of Ahmadi Muslims lost
their lives in broad daylight on
May 28, 2010. Their families
watched the horror unfold in front
of them on TV. We all felt
shocked and sorrowful. We were
crying here on the other side of
the world. I even forgot to pay my
mortgage payment that month,
something that I never missed be-
fore.

But if you thought that the
identity of Islam and Ahmadiyyat
is safe in the West, think again.
Don’t get me wrong, there is, by
the grace of God, no attack on us
in the West. This country observes
freedom of religion and freedom
of expression like no other coun-
try, so be very thankful of that.
When it comes to our American
identity, we are as solid as any
Muslim community can be.

If you go to the foundation
of this country, you will see the
words,

“We hold these truths to be

self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Crea-
tor with certain unalienable
rights, that among these are
life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.”

That is what America
stands for. But it is the pur-
suit of happiness where we
as Muslims and Ahmadis,
sometimes, do not know
how to carry ourselves.
Along the way, we become
very uncomfortable, we be-
come embarrassed and
ashamed of declaring who
we are.

That is the topic of the
discussion. In my opinion,
America stands for such
freedoms that no one, no
matter the individual’s be-
liefs, should be ashamed of
their faith. My respect in-
creases for a Jewish col-
league when he wears a
yarmulke or when a Chris-
tian colleague wears a
Cross.

But you do not have
to be a rocket scientist to
understand why a Muslim
youth would feel hesitant
and not be as proud of be-
ing a Muslim. Look at what

Islam is being associated with.
Where are the educated Muslims?
What are Muslims contributing to
science and knowledge? Where are
the moderate and peaceful Mus-
lims? We are branded as terrorists
and extremists. They ask, where is
the spiritual leadership? These are
the questions the world is asking.

[ will tell you a very simple
example. A mother goes to pick up
her child from the bus stop. The
child gets off the bus and the
mother says, ‘Assalamu Alaikum’,
and the child mutters in response,
embarrassed to answer because
his/her friends are there and he
does not want to verbalize ‘Wa
alaikumus Salaam’. The same
child, boy or girl, ten or fifteen
years later, now living in a college
dorm, is very embarrassed to take
out his Prayer rug in front of their
roommates at the time of prayers.
If that child is a girl, then she has
to make one of the toughest deci-
sions of her life, which is whether
or not she should wear her hijab,
and whether she is going to wear a
coat or not. How much will she
stick out? How different will she
look? What color hijab should she
wear? These are deep issues for
our children.

What is even more disturbing
is how parents are dealing with
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these issues. Not all parents, not
all children; but something
where even one is too many.
Some parents tell their children,
regardless of a child’s age, to
only focus on their studies than
to worry about Friday prayers.
Even though, Friday prayers are
prescribed as mandatory in the
Holy Qur’an for all Muslim men.
Some parents tell their children
not to worry about ‘outwardly
acts’ of offering Salat and ob-
serving Purdah and to only focus
on being good at heart. They say
that being good at heart is all
that matters. Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood™, in Kashti-e-Nooh,
addresses that issue. Nobody
preaches isolation, rather, we
strongly believe in integration.
Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood™ says,
“I do not wish to stop you from
worldly good, but you should not
follow the ways of those who
think that this world is every-
thing. Do not ape other na-
tions...What is that we seek
from those who are of this earth?
Those are who are not satisfied
in their own minds, how can
they give you  satisfac-
tion?” (Our Teaching, pages 13-
15)

Earlier, if you answered
you wanted to be a lion, know
that a lion does not worry about
fitting in. A lion takes pride in
looking different in the jungle.

The story of Howard Scott
makes this all the more clearer.
Howard Scott was a very suc-
cessful African-American jazz
musician. He would play the
trombone in the Billy Epstein’s

band in the 1940s and
would come home every
night with pockets filled
with money, until a day
came when he came across
the book, Life of Muham-
mad*". The book complete-
ly changed Howard Scott.
He gave up his career and
accepted Islam and Ahmad-
iyyat. His friends told him
that he could still be a mu-
sician as a Muslim. He re-
sponded by saying that he
feared that he would not be
able to do justice to both.
Howard Scott changed his
name to Muhammad Sadiq.
He changed his appearance
by growing a beard. To pay
his mortgage, he became an
ordinary painter. He would
drive thirty miles one-way
from New Jersey to New
York to attend Friday Pray-
ers. He would take his fam-
ily with him. Sometimes,
they would be the only ones
at the mosque and they
would offer their prayers
and drive back home. He
did this for years and years.
Howard Scott had a choice
to go to college. He started
engineering, but eventually
decided to study Arabic and
learn the Holy Qur’an. In
1973 he went to Rabwah.
Hadhrat Mirza Nasir Ah-
mad™, the third Khalifaof
the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community, asked him to
recite the Holy Qur’an.
When Muhammad Sadiq
recited long verses of the
Qur’an in Arabic, the non-

Ahmadi guests’ jaws dropped.
They could not believe that an
African-American from the other
side of the world could recite the
Qur’an so well.

After a few years, Muham-
mad Sadiq Sahib lost his eye-
sight to cataracts. But he never
lessened his roar to become a
follower. He was a leader and a
lion. Why did Muhammad Sadiq
care so much about his appear-
ance? Was he not good at heart?
Was being good at heart not
enough for him? The Promised
Messiah®™ has said that if you
drink water from a canal and it is
bitter and murky water, then
your conclusion would be that
the source is also polluted.
Hazoor™ said that our world
choices and actions are a reflec-
tion of our hearts. Impure out-
wardly acts could be an indica-
tion of an impure heart. Muham-
mad Sadiq gave up music be-
cause of the wealth and fame as-
sociated with it. The Promised
Messiah™ has said in Our Teach-
ings, “In imminent danger of de-
struction are people who are en-
amored with material philoso-
phies.” Albert Einstein discov-
ered relativity and won the Nobel
Prize, but he lost his God in the
process. What good is the Nobel
Prize if one loses his belief in
God in the process?

So what did Muhammad
Sadiq gain? I wish I knew, but I
do know that Allah has some-
thing special for him. In the ear-
ly 1990’s, Muhammad Sadiq
traveled to London and during a
speech being given by Hadhrat
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Mirza Tahir Ahmad™, the fourth
successor of the Promised Messi-
ah™, Muhammad Sadiq could not
control his emotions and pro-
claimed loudly, ‘Naara'ay Tak-
beer!” At that moment, Hazoor
stopped his speech and said that
he just heard the voice of an an-
gel. Hazoor™ pointed to Muham-
mad Sadiq and asked him to stand
up. Muhammad Sadiq, absolute-
ly trembling that Hazoor™ had
pointed him out, stood up. And
then, Hazoor™ praised him in
front of the whole world. The
money and fame Muhammad
Sadiq would have made as a mu-
sician does not even compare to
that single moment in his life.
How many among you follow
Billy Epstein as their role model?
On the other hand, how many
among you have the fourth Kha-
lifa as your role model? The les-
son is clear. A lion does not simp-
ly follow any animal in the jun-
gle. A lion follows a lion.

My message to the youth is:
Bai’at cannot be inherited. You
must earn your Bai'at. Ahmadiy-
yat is way more precious than a
birth accident. Hadhrat Musleh
Mau’ood™, at the age of eleven,
came home one day in anger. He
stated he would investigate the
Promised Messiah’s™ claim and
not accept him just because the
Promised Messiah® was his fa-
ther. If his claim is false, he stat-
ed he would leave the house.
After investigating, see what hap-
pened to him? He ended up be-
coming the second Khalifa and
the Promised Reformer™.

Many people born as an Ah-
madi take Ahmadiyyat for grant-
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ed. Once you develop the
commitment and the con-
viction of a true Ahmadi,
only then do you have a
true identity as an Ahmadi
Muslim and only then can
you become a lion. You
cannot wear the mask of a
lion, go into a jungle, and
truly be accepted as a lion.
You cannot just hang onto a
label; you have to be the
lion.

My appeal to the par-
ents is: Bind your children
to the Khalifa. Teach them
the value of their Bai'at,
otherwise it will be diluted
with each generation. We
take pride in the sacrifices
offered by our grandparents
for the cause of Islam and
Ahmadiyyat. But that’s not
the issue anymore. The real
question is whether our
grandchildren will make
similar sacrifices or not?
Hazoor™ has said that, “If
you will not pay heed to the
sayings of Khalifa of the
time, not only will you be-
come distant from the
blessings of God, but you
will also weaken the faith
of your next generation.”

Lions have interesting
behavioral patterns, they
have gender roles. It is the
role of the lioness, to inte-
grate the cub in the jungle
and teach him the ways of
living like a lion. Let us en-
sure we do not lose the glo-
rious institution of mother-
hood. I always tell my chil-
dren that in matters of faith,

Ahmadiyya Gazette US4

if my approach ever differs from
Khalifatul Masih’s approach, then
you should follow Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih.

As office holders, we do Ha-
dhrat Khalifatul Masih’s cause no
good when we think as though the
Khalifa’s sermons are for some-
one else and not for us. Regard-
less of where we are in our life or
whichever office we hold, we
must remember that we as indi-
viduals are the addressee of those
sermons.

How does the Bai'at help us
keep our identity? Allah says in
the Holy Qur’an, “O Dhu’l
Qarnain, verily, Gog and Magog
are creating disorder in the earth;
shall we then pay thee tribute on
condition that thou set up a barrier
between us and them?” (18:95).
Masih Mau’ood™ is also Dhu'l
Qarnain and his teaching creates
a barrier between good and bad.

Parenting and raising chil-
dren is a very sensitive issue. I
apologize for any offense taken. I
am not claiming that I love your
children more than you or that
this is the only way to do it. See
when we breach contracts, there
are consequences; when I missed
the mortgage payments, there
Were consequences no matter
what I was going through. So if
we breach this Bai'at, there will
be consequences for our children.

I understand that we are few
as a Jama’at and that our youth
do not want to look different from
the rest of society. In the fourth
year of prophethood, the Holy
Prophet™ invited forty chiefs of
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the Quraish and preached the
message of Islam to them. After
the meal, he asked them with all
his mercy to join him in Islam.
While all the chiefs mocked and
insulted him, a weak, trembling,
thirteen year old boy stood up
and announced, “I know I am the
youngest and that I am the weak-
est, but I will join you, O Mu-
hammad.” No surprise that boy
grew up to receive the title ‘Asa-
dullal’, meaning, ‘the lion of
Allah’. His name was Hadhrat
Ali™.

This simile of us being a
lion was not coined by me. The
literature of Islam and Ahmadiy-
yat is replete with such passages
where Khulafa have urged us to
be like lions. I can quote you just
one example from the writings of
Promised Messiah® where he
said, ‘It is not a good idea to
challenge someone who is from
God. Dare not attack these lions,
oh you lifeless fox’.

At the beginning, I asked
you what animal you would
choose to be if you were in a jun-
gle. T had no way of knowing
your answer. But many of you
said you would choose to be a
lion because through the prayers
of Hadhat Masih Mau’ood™ and
his Khulafa that spiritual makeup
is now in your blood. We ‘are’
spiritual lions. And guess what:
Life is a jungle, and the only way
to survive is to be a lion and to
follow the Khalifa.

For a second, let’s stop
mourning the martyrs of Lahore
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for they are alive. Allah
says about martyrs in the
Holy Qur’an that they are
alive but you perceive not.
Hadhrat Khalifatul-Masih
V™ has said, “Blessed are
the Ahmadis of Lahore”.
Instead worry about our
diluted identity here in the
West. For if we failed to
live like lions we may die
in oblivion.

Think of the Ameer of
the Lahore Jama'at. He
would go to work every day
and openly tell people that
he is an Ahmadi Muslim.
He was a lion of Islam and
Ahmadiyyat. Think of the
mother who told her son to
go to the mosque and pray
in the same spot his father
was martyred the week pri-
or. She is a lioness of Islam
and Ahmadiyyat. Take
pride in who you are.

We are that which
America  seeks.  When
America asks, ‘where are
the educated Muslims’ you
should feel proud about be-
ing the community that
hails the first ever Nobel
prize in the history of Islam
and many more in the mak-
ing Insha Allah. When
America asks, ‘* where are
the peaceful Muslims’ you
should feel proud for Ah-
madiyyat is the only Mus-
lim community which has
demonstrated peace for the
past 120 years, even under
state sponsored persecution
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and extreme oppression. We are
no post-9/11 peace bandwagon.
When America asks, ‘where is
the spiritual leadership of Mus-
lims’ you should feel great be-
cause we are united at the hand of
that spiritual leadership, that
Khilafat, which the Muslim
world craves today.

Another important charac-
teristic of lions: they protect their
pride (tribe). They protect their
identity. A lion does not worry
about fitting in; A lion does not
worry about being outnumbered
by other animals in the jungle.
Just like lions, we must protect
our identity and not worry about
the numbers.

This coming Monday, the
realities of life will face us again.
The school bus will come in the
neighborhood. ~The  Ahmadi
youth will have to face their
roommates in their dorms. Ah-
madi mothers and daughters will
have to decide about the degree
of their commitments to hijab.
Parents will face the same dilem-
mas. We will have a choice to
make. We could try to fit in like
Abu Jahal, Abu Lahab, and the
chiefs of the Quraish, or we
could try to declare our identity
with pride, like Hadhrat Al

May Allah grant us the wisdom
and courage to make the right

choice.

khRkAhhk
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TRIALS — SOURCES OF DIVINE FAVORS

AND WRATH

Maulana Azhah Haneef

Transcribed by: Hammad Malik

Assalamu alaikum wa
rahmatullah.
Tashahud, ta awwuz, tasmia.

Respected Ameer Sahib, dis-
tinguished guests of this blessed
Jalsa, brothers and sisters in faith —
the topic of my speech today is one
in which all of us, in some form or
some fashion, are living and bear-
ing witness to in our personal lives.
It is one which was assigned to me
in response to all of the things that
we are well aware of occurring in
the country of Pakistan, that have
touched the hearts of every single
Ahmadi throughout the world. And
as I prepared for this speech, I was
recalling the life history of one
great companion of the Holy Proph-
et™; his name is Khalid bin
Waleed™. After joining Islam, he
became one of the greatest generals
of the faith. He participated in many
battles but when he was on his
deathbed, he was weeping uncon-
trollably, his body was shaking and
observers were surprised to see this
because this was the man known as
the Sword of Allah: this was the
man who would plunge himself in
the thickest parts of the battle where
the weak of faith and the faint of
heart dared not go; and on this oc-
casion they were surprised that per-
haps he has finally given into hu-
man weakness and succumbed to a
sense of fear — in this case, the fear

of death. But Khalid bin
Waleed™ responded to this
and said:

“I fought in so many
battles seeking martyrdom
that there is no place on my
body but that has a stabbing
scar by a spear or a sword or
a dagger and yet here I am
dying on my bed like an old
camel dies.”

Khalid bin Waleed™,
from the first day he was as-
signed as a general in the
army of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad®*™™, had seen
three great companions fall
before his eyes. He had
picked up the flag of Islam
and marched forward a small
band of Muslims and fought
against enormous odds on
that occasion. Finally, he
beat a retreat back to Medi-
ina and as they entered the
city, he never forgot the
words he heard; they did not
embrace him and greet him
with “Victory! You have
saved our troops, you have
saved our army, you have
saved our lives.” They said,
“You coward! How have
you returned back to the
city? You should have gone
and given your life and be-

come a Shaheed and earned the
great distinction of those who
have gone before you.” Imagine
this man, a powerful general, a
great soldier, he couldn’t bear the-
se words, he hung his head in
shame and went to the mosque of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad**"
to beg his forgiveness. The Holy
Prophet™ assured him, “Khalid,
you are not a coward. You did not
beat a retreat out of fear of the
enemy; you did it out of wisdom
and out of understanding the prin-
ciples of warfare. And here, I give
you this sword and you shall be
known as the Sword of Allah and
you shall win battle after battle
after battle.” Indeed, he fought in
over 100 battles small and great;
and yet as I say, his greatest desire
was always to enter into battle and
earn the honor of martyrdom and
be written amongst the golden let-
tered stars who have become the
“Shuhadae Islam” (martyrs of
Islam). And yet he kept coming
back a victor upon victor upon
victor.

We can conclude from this
that the way to God’s pleasure
and the way to paradise is not by
strapping a bomb around your
body and detonating it, it is not by
inflicting wounds upon others — it
is a small and torturous death my
friends, my brothers and sisters:
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on the contrary, it is by embracing
what the weak and faint of heart
would not even go near, it is by
being Khalid bin Waleed™ and
opening your shirt to those around
you and showing them all the
marks over every single part of
your body and saying “I died my
death in Islam over and over
again” and Allah™ I am sure
would reward such sacrifices.

We, the Ahmadi Muslims,
often talk about being buried in the
Bahishti Magbara, the Heavenly
Graveyard. We want to be
Moosiyaan; we want to be those
who are recognized for our faith
and here we have a great symbol in
this companion to remember and to
recall. Shortly before he was to
pass away, in his book Al-
Wasiyyat, Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood® the Promised Messiah
gave us this bitter sweet message;
it is a message that is epitomized in
the lives of Khalid bin Waleed™
and all those great saints and de-
vout followers who came before
and after him. It is a message of
how ultimately we are going to get
into heaven. Not just be buried in
one part of land but be accepted by
Allah, be blessed by Allah and take
on the rank of those who are His
nearest and dearest ones. Hadhrat
Masih Mau’ood®™ mentions that
everyone is rushing after the world
but here is an opportunity for us —
who wishes to rush and earn para-
dise? Who wishes to rush to God’s
pleasure and God’s nearness and
God’s grace and mercy — for them
and for generation upon generation
to come? He said that this field is
wide open. He said “Never think
that God will let you go to waste.
You are indeed a seed planted by
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the hand of God in the soil.
Thus declares God, this
seed will sprout and grow
and will branch out in every
direction and will turn into
a mighty tree. So blessed be
he who has trust in the
word of God and doesn’t
fear the intervening trials.
Remember that it is essen-
tial for trials to come so
thereby Allah may distin-
guish which of you is true
in his covenant of Bai at
and which of you is false.”

When 1 came back
and read these words again,
thinking about what hap-
pened in Lahore, thinking
about those sacrifices, the
blessings that they earned,
these words, they jumped
off the page and said to me
that this is what Masih
Mau’ood™ was talking on
his death bed, reminding us
that this is the process to
earn God’s pleasure, this is
the way to enter heaven,
this is the way to fulfill the
purpose of our life.

These words of Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau’ood™ are
a blessing to the Ahmadiy-
ya Jama at, not just back in
those days when he was
alive but for all times to
come and he is saying to us
that we must go through
this process. Again in one
of his writings he explains,
“the trials which initially
confront the prophets and
saints and make them ap-
pear dishonored despite
their being loved and ac-
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cepted by God do not come to dis-
grace them or destroy them or wipe
their names off the face of this
earth, nor can this be their purpose.
For how can God become the ene-
my of those who love him and
bring disgrace upon them? These
trials will appear with the ferocity
of a roaring lion and cause dark-
ness to descend all around God’s
chosen servants in order to raise
them to the highest levels of ac-
ceptance and to open for them the
finer dimensions of  divine
knowledge.” He says, “It is neces-
sary for the messengers of God to
face great trials and for their fol-
lowers and the generations after
them to be tried and tested so that
God may distinguish between the
honest and the insincere, the stead-
fast and the wavering. By God's
grace and mercy, I am sure there
are many amongst us who are into
the fold of Al-Wasiyyat, but now
on this day and this occasion, I
draw your attention towards these
words of Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood™
as to what is the real goal of A/
Wasiyya,t it is not to give 10% of
our wealth or to give 1/3 of our
wealth and property; on the contra-
ry, it is to earn this blessing, to
have our names written alongside
Khalid bin Waleed™ and all those
great companions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad*™" and the
names of those 90 plus people who
have now given their names in the
history of Jama'at Ahmadiyya in
Lahore.

We too can be witnesses,
Shuhada of Islam, even while we
are alive just like Khalid bin
Waleed™. This was never to be an
easy process and the Holy Qur’an
confirms this. In the Holy Qur’an,
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Chap. 2 verse 215, it says “Do you
think you will enter into paradise
while there has not come over you
the condition of those who have
passed before you. They were af-
flicted with poverty and difficul-
ties and they were violently shak-
en until the messengers and those
who believe along with them say
‘When will the help of Allah
come?’”

And Allah in the very same
verse gives the message “Aye, for
sure,” believe this, if you have en-
dured all these tortures, all these
trials, all these tribulations for the
sake of Allah, then know that God
is with you. He is in front of you,
He is behind you, to you left and
right, He is around you, He is your
shield, He is your protector, He is
your guide and you shall then en-
ter heaven because God will bring
you to heaven through all these
trials and ordeals.

The Holy Prophet Muham-
mad™™, being the greatest of all
messengers who lived on this
earth, too had to endure every-
thing that is described in the
Qur’an and which is being men-
tioned by Hadhrat Ahmad®. We
know the Holy Prophet’s*™" life
was not a life of ease and luxury.
This was not a simple way to
heaven for this great man and
messenger. He endured great
hardship and difficulties and all
the things that Qur’an mentioned
here up to the very end of his life;
yet, you would find in his own
words a humble man praying to
Allah in these words “My Lord, I
complain to You of my weakness
and confess my weakness on Your
threshold, my humble state is
known to You; I am ready to bear

every hardship until You
are pleased with me; and I
have no strength other than
You.” These are the prayers
and words of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad*™"
when he was leaving Ta'if
having been driven out of
that town by the children
set upon him with stones
and finally when he was
bleeding and reached a spot
where he could get some
rest under a shady tree, this
1s what he offered as his
mind and heart in front of
Allah, his plea to forgive
him for his weakness and
shortcomings, not to com-
plain about the trial and
tribulations he had to en-
dure. Thus, the main point
of what I had to share with
you today is mentioned in
the words of Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood™ in the words of
the Qur’an and in the life of
the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad™". But it is only half of
what I had to say today —
not half in terms of time
because my time is almost
up but in terms of the mes-
sage that these trials bring
favors upon those who are
righteous while Allah’s
wrath descends upon those
who are the persecutors and
the opponents. And I think
that all of us have witnessed
that this is true. In these
past few decades alone, we
have seen that God has just
not allowed the opponents
to do what they wished and
let them go free; God is al-
ways watching, He is al-
ways aware and He slowly

moves as our Amir sahib men-
tioned, He is merciful and forgiv-
ing, He is giving opportunities for
people to change. He doesn’t pun-
ish right away but when He does
punish, those are dreadful signs,
those are powerful manifestations,
those are experiences that none of
us want to be a part of. In October
7, 2005, anti-Ahmadiyya militants
entered a village during the holy
month of Ramadhan and fired up-
on the worshippers in our mosque
and killed 8 of our members and
caused injury to 27 of our brothers
and sisters. A day later, one of the
largest and most powerful earth-
quakes shook the nation of Paki-
stan. Hundreds of thousands of
people suffered during this, losing
their lives, losing their homes and
Pakistan is still trying to recover
from that.

One comment out of Pakistan
in those days was from Mufti Qadri
who wrote that the earthquake was
an admonitory sign for the masses
and the rulers — for the masses be-
cause although they profess shaha-
da their deeds are in bad repute; it
was a moment of concern for the
religious scholars in light of the
current sectarian violence which
has reached an extent that people
of some sects are killing the people
of the other sects.” They them-
selves bore witness to this fact, it
was not just a simple earthquake, it
was a result of man’s deeds or mis-
deeds particularly against this
community although he doesn’t
mention it. But we know that with-
in 24 hours, Allah gave His re-
sponse and His warning and His
displeasure. Likewise, we saw in
the nation of Bangladesh, where by
God’s Grace I had the opportunity
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this year in February to attend their
Jalsa and during those days when I
attended the Jalsa in Dhaka, they
took us to a small Jalsa in what’s
called Sundarban which 1s the
coastal region of Bangladesh, the
national mangrove forest is there
and this is the home of the Bengal
tiger. This is the place where the
people go to see the wonders of the
nation and there is a small Jama at
there but what is unfortunate that
again the Khatame Nabuwwat of
Bangladesh attacked our communi-
ty mosque and the houses in
Sundarban leaving 50 of our mem-
bers injured including women and
children. This was a horrific at-
tack, the women were beaten with
bamboo sticks with nails in them.
They didn’t care until the women
were falling unconscious with their
bodies bleeding. As our Sadr
Khuddam mentioned, we are lions;
no, we are not just lions, we are
tigers because when I was leaving
Dhaka they asked me if I wanted to
see the tigers of Bangladesh and I
said yes. They said go to
Sundarban and you’ll see them
there. I didn’t know what was
meant by that but when I came
back I said that I have seen the ti-
gers of Bangladesh. I was asked if
I understood now and I said yes,
the tigers of Bangladesh are the
Amir of Sundarban and his family
and the women and the children
who stood in front of those
Maulvis and blocked the road with
their bodies and fought them back
with bamboo sticks and the women
beat the mullahs until they had to
retreat from the village and by
God’s grace that earned some of
them the distinction of being sha-
heed. Again, Allah™" did not turn a
blind eye to the condition in Bang-

ladesh which has been go-
ing on for years and this
was just one of the most
recent events. Years earlier,
in the city of Khulna, they
attacked our mosque during
a Friday prayer service and
they planted a bomb in
front of the first row of the
mosque which blew up dur-
ing the service and many of
our brothers lost their lives
and many were wounded.
But after the events of
Sundarban, a few years ago
back in 2007, one of the
greatest and most powerful
cyclones of this century
struck the nation of Bangla-
desh. And where did it
strike? In the Sundarban
forest!

I repeat to you the ac-
count of what they say. Up
to 15000 people were
killed, up to 90% of the
homes and 95% of the rice
crops and the shrimp farms
were obliterated by the
winds which generated a 20
foot tidal surge that swept
everything from its path.
Those mullahs were coming
to the Ahmadiyya village to
wipe them out and not leave
a trace of them in the vil-
lage and to take control of
the mosque. In response,
Allah sent this cyclone and
it destroyed that part of the
country and they say it will
be 40 years before it recov-
ers from the damage of that
wind alone. Brothers and
sisters, as I recount these
incidents of God’s wrath,
although my voice may dis-

play the emotion and the passion
of being there, having met them,
having seen and having told them
that the story of Bangladesh, your
suffering, your sacrifice and the
blessings that you have earned,
needs to be told worldwide. That
is the Muslim nation now where
they are supporting the Jama at
Ahmadiyya, where God has turned
the hearts and minds of that nation
in an amazing way towards our
Jama'at. They became a human
shield for our mosque and the
same mullahs who attempted to
march on our mosque in Dhaka
and the Taliban of Bangladesh,
they didn’t have guns and bullets
and bombs to destroy us this time,
instead they blocked the road lead-
ing to our mosque and said you
will destroy the Ahmadis on our
dead bodies! That is how Allah
has changed the hearts of the Ben-
galis towards this Jama'at and
blessed the Jama at because of the
sacrifices of its members. But
herein I want to remind you that
there is no pleasure, there is no joy
in seeing the suffering of humanity
and the punishment they earned
because of what they have done.

Although Allah again is Mer-
ciful and we want to see Allah’s
mercy upon them but sometimes
they bring it upon themselves.
And as the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad**™™ after the battle of Badr said
when the pit was dug for all those
great leaders of Mecca who would
fall in the pit; and he stood over
them and looked at them and he
said “I have found the promises of
my Lord to be true, have you ...
found the promises of your Lord
also to be true?” This was a clear
reference to the destruction that
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would be the opponents’ lot if they
oppose the Holy Prophet™" and his
community.

It is in this sense that I want
to end today with a reminder for us
of a blessing that happened in our
nation. The 35" Jalsa Salana was
held, not in a mosque, not in a hall,
not in a university or conference
center; it was held out in open air
in a small park. It was held for 1
day and 1 day only because the
authorities had not given us per-
mission to hold our Jalsa in the
university we had made a contract
with. Why they had done this? Be-
cause we don’t have to look across
the oceans into other continents to
see how God’s mercy is upon a
nation who gives the greatest sacri-
fices and to learn the lesson that
this a sacrifice that we must keep
giving and we will be demanded to
keep giving. In 1983, a few days
before the conference I was very
young man, I was about to prepare
myself to go to Rabwah to join the
Jamia Ahmadiyya but I never for-
get the journey we took on that day
because everyone was so geared
up, so fired up; the whole Jama at
was given a new life, a new spirit.
What had happened a few nights
earlier?

Dr. Muzaffar Ahmad, who
had invited a man into his home a
while earlier for 7abligh, had a
knock on his door. He opened the
door, it was the same man he had
been preaching to 2 days earlier
and the man said I left my cap
here, can you please give it back to
me. The good doctor said yes wait
here, went and brought the cap but
the man pulled out a gun and fired
5 shots at Dr. Muzaffar Ahmad, 2
of them were fatal and he dropped
and he died a martyr, a Shaheed
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before they could reach the
hospital. It is in this sense
that the whole Jama ‘at USA
was about to witness and
experience something which
we had only read about,
heard about and thought
about that what would it be
like for all the companions
to be giving their lives. Af-
ter the martyrdom of Dr.
Muzaffar Ahmad, some of
the Ahmadis were in such
state of loss and fear and
grief and anxiety that they
said we should cancel our
Jalsa. But the missionary at
that time, Maulana Ataullah
Kaleem said no we will not
cancel this Jalsa, we will
march forward and we will
hold it even in the broad
daylight and  everyone
should come. And by God’s
Grace, those who are sitting
here who were there, they
know they came from far
and wide, from Canada and
from all parts of USA and
they came with their chests
sticking out and their heads
held high, not fearing any-
thing but their Creator and
Creator alone.

[t is there, they had the
session for 1 day out in this
park and then all of the Ah-
madis gave their pledge to
Maulana Ataullah Kaleem
Sahib when he reminded us
of the 5 mosques we had to
build in America.

After this assailant left
the house of Dr. Muzaffar,
he went to another mem-
ber’s house and he fire-
bombed the home By
God’s Grace, the fire bomb
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did not detonate and the home was
saved. But then from there the at-
tackers went to our mosque and
they went inside the mosque, threw
gasoline around and lit the mosque
on fire burning the Qur’ans, and the
mosque down totally. But look at
the hand of God, I mention the
earthquake of Pakistan, the cyclone
in Bangladesh but right then and
there we witnessed the hand of
God, the favor and blessing upon us
and the wrath upon them Those two
men couldn’t get out the front door
because it was on fire and when
they ran to the back door to run and
get out, there was no door knob.
They could not open the door, so
where did they run? They rushed
into the bathroom, and there they
died of asphyxiation. God forbid,
they say Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood™
perished in that manner; here God
1s saying no, you are the opponents
of Islam, that is where you will die,
that is where you will remain dead
while Dr. Muzaffar will always re-
main alive. Wherever we go in our
nation, you go to LA, you go to
Chicago, you come here to Silver
Spring or you go to Detroit and see
those beautiful mosques, remem-
ber, it was on this day in 1983
when we stood as a Jama'at and
said we will give our pledge to
build these 5 mosques in honor of
this Shaheed and honor our pledge
to Jama'at and honor that Islam
Ahmadiyyat will never be de-
stroyed by these things but we will
stand in front of these trials that
will come to all of us and march
forward, remembering the spiritual
message of what we should respond
with when we see all these things
and how we can benefit and earn
blessings for ourselves even though
we may have to give our lives —
earn blessings for ourselves, our
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nation, our generations to come. In
1974, in the opening address of the
Jalsa Salana the third Khalifad"
offered a very beautiful prayer, I
end with it. At Rabwah, Hadhrat
Mirza Nasir Ahmad™ — Khalifatul
Masih III — prayed:

“May God Almighty provide
for the welfare of mankind, may
He provide for the spiritual, moral,
intellectual and physical joy and
happiness of mankind. May He
provide for the removal of the
spite and rancor which inspires the
hearts of some men against others.
Man is turning away from his
greatest benefactor, Muhammad-
“¥_the chosen one. May Allah Al-
mighty show a day when man re-
turns to his allegiance to the Holy
Prophet, on whom be peace, and
should begin to recognize God.
May God Almighty safeguard the
members of the community against
all harm and convert every bitter-
ness into joy and delight and ena-
ble them to discharge successfully
their responsibility that has been
placed upon their shoulders in this
age. May Allah show a day that we
may begin to witness in our own
lives the fulfillment of the good
tidings conveyed to us through the
Promised Messiah™ of the suprem-
acy of the faith of Muhammad™,
the chosen one. Insha’ Allah.”

Ameen. Allahuma Ameen. Wa
akhiru da'wana anil hamdu lillahi
rabbil alameen.

*wkwRRRw
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ANN ARBOR, MI TABLIGH REPORT
Asif Rohela

This year over 450,000 people attended the fair. Over 100,000 peo-
ple glanced at our booth, every year. We have the only Muslim booth in
the fair. This was a really successful year for our message since by the
grace of Allah people are starting to know about us and appreciate our
efforts. The total brochures distributed in Ann Arbor on India day, Mas-
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jid Mahmood neighbor are 1500. Imam Irshad Mahli Sahib gave us the

instructions for distribution of, “Muslim for Peace”. 500 brochures were
given to us for distribution. A booth was installed. As soon as the booth
was installed two people came to us, recognized our community and
talked about the May 28" incident.

Team Leader: Asif Ahmed Rohela. Volunteers: Umar Ahmed,
Bashir, Rohela, Usman Mangla. Brochures distributed as instructed,
200. People stopped and asked questions, 70; People who took litera-
ture, 300; People looked at the booth and spent some time to get famil-
iar with our name, about 10,000. Ten people took interest in our com-
munity and had in-depth conversations with us. Team leader: Asif Ah-
med Rohela. Volunteers: Bashir Rohela, Umar Ahmed, Visit by Imam
Irshad Mehli Sahib, and Nadeem Ahmad Khan, Usman Magla. Bro-
chures distributed as instructed, 150. 50 people stopped and asked ques-
tions; 20 people ook literature; About 1,000 people, who looked at the
booth, were attracted by our message and asked questions, and spent
some time to get familiar with our name.. Ten people took interest in
our community and had in-depth conversation. Team leader: Muham-
mad Ahmad. Volunteers: Khalid Sahib, Fahim Rana, Khalid Ahmad,
Hamid Malik, Raza Ahmad. Brochures distributed as instructed, 200.
People who stopped and asked questions 20; People who took literature,
300; People, who looked at the booth, were attracted by our message
and asked questions, and spent some time to get familiar with our name,
about 10000.; People who came and took interest in our community and
had in-depth conversations with us, 10. Team leader: Hamid Ahmad.
Volunteers: BK Ahmad, Hamid Malik, Tahir Ahmad, Usmam Mangla.
Brochures distributed:350, 20 people asked questions. 100 people took
literature. People, who were attracted by our message, and asked ques-
tions were about 10000. People who had in-depth conversations with
us.15. Joint effort from Masjid Mahmood: 36 member participated.
Visited 250 home

India Day 2010 Report: “Muslims for Peace” flyers were distribut-
ed. Booth was setup with the Promised Messiah’s™ photo and photos of
the Khulafa. Secretary of State Candidate, Jocelyn Benson (D) visited
the stall after Br. Asif Rohela talked to the Indian Democratic Caucus.
A few radio stations had been contacted. This was our third time partici-
pation. 750 Muslim for peace flyers were distributed. 20  copies
of Muslim Sunrise were given to peoples. Arya Samaj of Pundit Di-
anand visited our booth.
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ISLAM BEYOND CULTURE AND
ETHINICITY

Bilal Abdus Salam

Transcribed by: Parisa Jaffari

After reciting Durood Sharif
and Surah Al-Fatiha, Brother Bilal
Abdus Salam started his speech:

As we know, Islam is a univer-
sal religion and Ahmadiyat is the true
Islam And in it there is no racism,
nationalism or culturism there is not
one thing more pleasing to the heart
than Islam. Let me relate an incident
from the time of the Holy Prophet of
Islam™". One day he was sitting with
a few ex-slaves from different places
and a group of other Muslims, when
a group of non-Muslims passed by
and said, “Have you chosen these
people from among your people, do
you want us to follow you along the
side of them, has Allah put his favors
on them that they have believed and
not us? You better remove them from
around you if you do so than perhaps
we will follow you” The Holy
Prophet™" did not agree to their de-
mands and Allah sent down this
verse in respect to that scenario chap-
ter 6, verse 53-55 the Qur’an says:

“And drive not away those who
call upon their Lord morning and
evening, seeking His countenance.
Thou art not at all accountable for
them nor are they at all accountable
Jor thee, that thou shouldst drive
them away and be of the unjust. And
in like manner have We tried some of
them by others, that they may say, ‘Is
it these whom Allah has favored from
among us?’ Does not Allah know
best those who are grateful? And
when those who believe in Our Signs

come lo thee, say: ‘Peace
be unto you! Your Lord has
taken it upon Himself to
show mercy”.

When Allah revealed
these verses, the ex-slaves
said that the Holy Proph-
et™ called them closer to
him and said to them, “The
Lord has ordained mercy on
him, it has already been
pointed out that according
to Islam mans only badge
of merit with God is right-
eousness. God does not care
to what color or race one
may belong, what wealth
they may possess he cares
for those who have beauty
in the heart. It is up to all of
us to search our souls, not
to be biased, we must find a
solution that will work for
us and that solution is the
fear of Allah. 7agwa, right-
eousness, signify that on
one hand we shall have firm
conviction that if we are
remised, God will visit our
sins with his punishment
and on the other hand we
should also have a firm
faith in his mercy and for-
giveness. In the verse I
quote God said do not let
death over take you unless
you are in a state of submis-
sion , this means we shall
be resigned to the will of
God so when death over

takes us it shall find us obedient and
resigned to his will. When we are not
perfectly resigned to him what can
we say about what went wrong with
our understanding of the essence of
Islam.

Let’s look back at the ways of
the Holy Prophet™. He was one of
the greatest figures of history. No
one indeed can withhold admiration
for one beginning as a simple
preacher in Mecca.

I will quote you some words of
the Promised Son of the Promised
Messiah™, “Hear all men and women
we have been created by god so we
may absorb his attributes in our own
person and become manifestation of
his glory so long as we do not obtain
this object we cannot claim to have
achieved success and what value is
our material progress? It is nothing
but a passed time. Real life is that
which knows no end, real pleasure is
that which is always on the increase,
therefore, turn to the real life ever-
lasting for joy and real knowledge so
that you may enjoy peace both here
and the hereafter, and may succeed
in pleasing God and achieving your
objective of existence” and God says
in the Holy Qur’an in chapter 49,
vsl4:

O mankind, We have created
you from a male and a female; and
We have made you into tribes and
sub-tribes that you may recognize
one another. Verily, the most honor-
able among you, in the sight of Allah,
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is he who is the most righteous
among you. Surely, Allah is All-
knowing, All-Aware.

Human beings have been de-
clared equal in the sight of God. The
work of a man is not to be judged by
the pigmentation of his skin, or by
the wealth he possesses or by his
rank and social status but by his
moral greatness and by the way he
discharged his obligation to God
and man. The whole human race is
but one family divided into nations
of tribes and race is a means to give
them a better knowledge of one an-
other and benefit from one another,
with respect to national characteris-
tics and good qualities. Allah has
given to us in this century the Kha-
lifa who holds us all together as
One under God. And we shall fol-
low him in everything good that he
tells us. From the Bai'at we declare
that he or she shall enter into a bond
of brotherhood with this humble
servant of God pledging obedience
to him in everything good for the
sake of Allah and remain faithful to
it till the day of his/her death. That
she/he shall exhibit such a high de-
votion in the observance of this
bond as it is not to be found in any
other worldly relationship. During
1920-1925 there were over 1,000
Ahmadis in the United States and in
the year of 1940 there were 10,000
Ahmadis in America. Let us find
those 10,000, even if we cannot find
the person let us find their families.
Let us search our hearts and try to
elevate this beautiful religion and
this beautiful organization, which is
for the soul purpose of brining man-
kind together. Letting mankind
know that we are one family. And
we can understand that in this socie-
ty that we are in today that if we be-
come as one, we can show mankind
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how to live together. We
are like the flowers we see
on this stage, flowers of
different colors. When they
assembled together they
bring out something beauti-
ful. We have that beauty
within ourselves and we
can bring it out and show
this society and show man-
kind how man and women
can live together without
arguments and become lov-
ers of each other and re-
spect one another.

We want to know
what happened to the love
we have for the Promised
Messiah™? How can we
show to mankind that this
religion we have found is
for them? Can we be re-
spectful to one another?
Can we listen to one anoth-
er? This is the only way
that we can have that unity.
May Almighty Allah be
with us.

Let me quote a few
things from the promised
messiah, lets listen to his
words. He said, “Beware!
Do not ape others nations
having seen other nations;
how they have attained a
considerable measure of
success in their worldly
plans, you should not begin
to wish to follow in their
footsteps. Listen carefully
and take heed that they are
aliens to and unmindful of
that God Who calls you all
to Himself. What is their
god but a frail human be-
ing, this being the reason
why they have been left in
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such a complacent error. I do not
wish to stop you from striving for
worldly good, but you should not
follow the ways of those who think
this present world is all in all.

In everything you do, whether
it pertains to things of this world or
of the next, you should seek help
and succor from God alone, and
this should remain the guiding prin-
ciple of your life forever and ever.
But this seeking of help should not
be from your lips alone: it should
be your conviction deep down to
the bottom of your being that every
blessing comes only from heaven.”

Then he goes on to say,
“Heaven explains all things I repeat
once more that you must not be-
come satisfied merely because in
outward form you have taken Bai'af
at my hand. The outward form
means nothing: God sees what lies
inside your hearts, and He would
deal with you on the basis of what
He sees there. Lo and behold! I
herein discharge my duty unto you,
by making it plain that sin is a poi-
son. Do not take it. Disobedience to
God is a dirty death which you
should avoid. Turn to prayer that
you should get the strength. At the
time of prayer, if a man does not
firmly believe that Allah has power
over everything, except what may
be contained in a previous promise;
such a one is not of my community.

He who is caught in a tangle
of worldly greed, and never even
raises his eyes to things which per-
tain to the next life, is not of my
community. Whosoever does not
wholly and completely keep away
from every sin and every evil ac-
tion, like wine, gambling, looking
lustfully at women, dishonesty,
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bribes, and from every kind of ille-
gal gratification, he is not of my
community. Whoever is not con-
stantly turning to prayer, and does
not remember Him in absolute hu-
mility of spirit, he is not of my com-
munity.

Whosoever does not give up
association with a bad companion,
who exercises an unhealthy influ-
ence over him, he is not of my com-
munity. Whosoever does not respect
his parents, whosoever does not ren-
der obedience to them in things
which do not run counter to the Ho-
ly Qur’an, and whosoever is ne-
glectful in rendering to them the
service to which, they are undoubt-
edly entitled, he is not of my com-
munity. Whosoever does not live
with his wife and her relations with
gentleness, goodness, and magna-
nimity, he is not of my community.
Every man or woman who is dis-
honest towards his or her spouse is
not of my community.”

These are the words of the
Promised Messiah®, showing us the
way, guiding us towards the true
light in the direction of the Holy
Prophet™™ has taken us. This is
what we should bring into our
hearts when we spread this beautiful
message. Forget about where we
come from, whether we are Paki-
stani or African, or we are white or
black, we need to bring unity and
think about the 7agwa, the right-
eousness that we want to bring into
our hearts. Racism is something that
can tear a society apart let’s not
bring it here. Let’s let people know
about the true essence of Islam, that
this Islam is for all of mankind and
each mankind is part of it the only
thing he has to do is accept it. And
our beloved Khalifa is guiding us in
the right direction. He has answers
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for us each and every time
we feel down all we have to
do is call on the almighty
Allah. These are the days
and we know these are the
last days, we are all sitting
here know we have a job to
do and that job is to spread
that message. Didn’t Allah
tell the Promised Messiah™
that he would cause his mes-
sage to spread to the four
corners of the universe and I
am one of the recipients of
the spread of the message to
the 4 corners of the uni-
verse. Many of us sitting
here are one of those recipi-
ents. Many of us sitting here
come from many different
countries  received  that
blessing in that light through
the promised messiah who
shined it into us. He has
been given the same mes-
sage that was given to the
Holy Prophet™™. Brothers
and sisters let us spread this
message to everyone. Let
people know that we do not
fear. As we know what hap-
pened last week in Pakistan.
It hurts me as well as it hurts
you. I felt the same pain as
which all of the brothers
felt. These are my brothers,
these are the ones whom I
accept. I accept all of this
because it’s a part of me. If
one part of my thumb is
hurting my whole body
aches. So one part of my
thumb has been hurt in Paki-
stan, so my whole body
aches. And I know vyour
aches because you are from
that country but I know you
are beautiful brothers. I have
been there, I have seen the
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love and devotion they have for the
Promised Messiah™ and Islam. I have
seen all of this and I want you to see
that you are in a country that if you
follow what they are doing, in athe-
way they are doing things, they will
take you completely out of here. I
know I was born and raised here. I
have seen some things that if you see
it now, it will turn your stomach.
When I was a kid that I saw many
things happened to us, as I was a part
of this country. We didn’t ask to
come here. Our ancestors were
brought here by force and so we are
here. One thing always stuck in my
mind when I heard the 4th Khalifa”"
say, don’t think you have come here
by chance, there are reasons for that
my brothers. I have noticed that be-
tween each and every one of you
there is always one who has accepted
Islam. May Allah bless us and may
we continue this journey to show
mankind the true essence in the guid-
ance of Islam.
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN AMERICA

Amjad Mahmood Khan

Los Angeles, California USA

“There should be no compulsion in
religion. Surely, the right way has
become distinct from error.”
--Chapter 2, Verse 257

Respected Chairman and
Honored Guests of the Jalsa Sa-
lana:

Assalamo Alaikum Wa Rah-
matullah Wa Barakatohu.

A few weeks ago, America
celebrated its 234th year as a na-
tion. As members of the Ahmadiy-
ya Muslim Community, we proud-
ly joined in this celebration. For
some Americans, a showing of
loyalty by American Muslims
might come as a bit of a surpr-
ise. With America mired in two
wars with Muslim majority nations
(Iraq and Afghanistan), and recent
Gallup polls showing an unprece-
dented level of discrimination
against American Muslims, it
would appear difficult for Ameri-
can Muslims to take pride in the
country they live in.

Yet despite all of the polls
and negative media attention paid
to Islam in America, there proba-
bly isn’t a better time in our history
to be proud to be an American
Muslim. This may sound like a
tall claim, but some international
perspective might help. Consider
for a moment the state of religious
freedom for Muslims in Europe
over the past few months.

Last November, 57.5% of all

voters in Switzerland sup-
ported a  constitutional
amendment banning the
construction of any new
minarets (an Islam symbol
found on Mosques).

Last month in the
Netherlands, the anti-Islam
Freedom Party of MP Geert
Wilders won 23 seats in
Parliament. Wilders has
publicly demanded that the
Qur'an be outlawed and that
Muslim women who wear
head scarves be taxed.

Last week, the French
parliament approved a ban
of the burga (or full Islamic
veil) by a vote of 336 to 1.
Support for a ban on the
burga is now widespread
across Europe, with strong
majority votes in Spain,
Britain and Germany.

For American Mus-
lims, these European head-
lines come as a bit of a
shock. Compared to Euro-
pean Muslims, American
Muslims appear to be pro-
gressing much better.

U.S. President Barack
Obama recognized this very
fact in his speech last year
to the Muslim world in Cai-
ro. He said:

“Freedom in America
is indivisible from the free-

dom to practice one's religion.
That is why there is a mosque in
every state of our union, and over
1,200 mosques within our bor-
ders. That is why the U.S. govern-
ment has gone to court to protect
the right of women and girls to
wear the hijab, and to punish
those who would deny it."

No state in America has
laws that ban minarets, head-
scarves, or any other kind of Is-
lamic custom or practice of the
kind Switzerland, France, Swit-
zerland and other European na-
tions seek to implement. In 2004,
Oklahoma passed a law seeking
to ban the wearing of headscarves
in public schools, but a federal
court quickly struck down the law
as unconstitutional.  This past
April, Oregon ended an 87-year-
old ban on teachers wearing head-
scarves in schools.

What is it about America
that enables American Muslims to
exercise their faith more freely
than anywhere else in the world?
My speech this morning tackles
this very important question In
four parts. First, I will discuss
the concept of religious freedom
in America. Second, 1 will dis-
cuss the concept of religious free-
dom in Islam. In so doing, I will
underscore the striking similari-
ties between the two concepts.
Third, 1 will discuss how the
modern Muslim world has deviat-
ed from the true Islamic concept
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of religious freedom in profound
and tragic ways. Finally, 1 will
discuss some of our responsibili-
ties as American Muslims to
champion the cause of religious
freedom.

Let me begin by discussing
the origins of religious freedom
in America.

America’s early founding
reflects a deep commitment to
religious freedom. Most of the
European settlers who came to
North America in the Seventeenth
Century fled Europe to seek reli-
gious freedom. The early immi-
grants to America — the Puritans —
sought desperately to practice
their own brand of Christianity.
They founded Massachusetts as
the “new Israel” — a new com-
monwealth based on a covenant
between God and his people.

But the Puritanical vision of
a “holy society” was quickly met
with resistance. The first and
most famous dissenter, Roger
Williams, himself a Puritan min-
ister, disagreed with the state in-
terfering with religion. He put
forth the first American case for
freedom of conscience for all. He
founded Rhode Island — the first
American colony to grant the
freedom of conscience to people
of all faiths.

The Rhode Island experi-
ment slowly grew strength and
momentum in the rest of early
America. For example, William
Penn, a Quaker, famously found-
ed the colony of Pennsylvania in
the Eighteenth Century as a “holy
experiment” to preserve religious
liberty for all.
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In 1776, the Declara-
tion of Independence estab-
lished America as a nation
and declared emphatically
the principle of equality for
all people. But even the
Declaration of Independ-
ence didn’t explicitly refer
to religious liberty or reli-
gious tolerance.

For the next eleven
years, America’s founding
fathers wrestled with the
idea of religious liberty and
its inclusion in the U.S.
Constitution. James Madi-
son, in particular set forth a
powerful defense of reli-
gious freedom as an inal-
ienable right. His ideas
formed the basis for the
First Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, ratified
in 1791.

It is rather fitting to be
speaking about religious
freedom here in Virginia.
If you drive south from here
about 2 hours, you will hit
Chesterfield County — home
to 318,000 people. 225
years ago, the citizens of
Chesterfield County did
something remarkable. On
November 14, 1785, they
signed an unprecedented
and path-breaking petition
for  religious freedom,
which they submitted to the
Virginia State Assembly.
The Library of Congress
has preserved this petition
in its archives and it reads:

Let Jews, Mehometans
and Christians of every de-
nomination enjoy religious
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liberty... ... It is men’s labor in
our Manufactories, their services
by sea and land that aggrandize
our Country and not their creeds.
Chain your citizens to the state by
their Interest. Let Jews, Mehome-
tans, and Christians of every de-
nomination find their advantage in
living under your laws.”

These sentiments ultimately
found their way to the Bill of
Rights just a few years later. The
first words of the Bill of Rights
consist of the two religion clauses
of the First Amendment:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof...” Taken together,
these two clauses safeguard reli-
gious liberty by protecting reli-
gious beliefs from government in-
terference or control.

220 years later, the religion
clauses of the First Amendment
remain intact and continue to safe-
guard religious beliefs from gov-
ernment interference or unlawful
restrictions.

The concept of religious free-
dom in America has a rich history.
But the essential ingredients of this
concept are definitely not new.
They are inspired in large part by
the famous political writings of
John Locke and Jean-Jacque Rous-
seau. And they strongly resonate
with the Islamic concept of reli-
gious freedom. In fact, Islam ad-
vanced the concept of religious
freedom over 1,000 years before
America was founded.

Let me now turn to the Is-
lamic concept of religious free-
dom.
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The starting point for this
analysis must begin with the verse
I recited at the beginning of my
speech:

“There should be no com-
pulsion in religion. Surely, the
right way has become distinct
from error.” (2:257).

Among all other revealed
texts, only the Qur’an stresses re-
ligious freedom in such unambig-
uous terms. In Islam, compulsion
is incompatible with religion.
Faith is an individual concern and
commitment; it is a voluntary act
born out of conviction and free-
dom. Believing Muslims should
not compel another to believe in
Islam because they have earned
no such right. All people must be
permitted to find the truth through
their own path.

Elsewhere, in Chapter 10,
Verse 100 of the Qur’an, we read:

“And if your Lord had en-
forced His will, surely, all who
are on the earth would have be-
lieved together. Will you, then,
force men to become believers?”
This verse demonstrates that reli-
gious freedom is part of Allah’s
design in Islam. Indeed, Allah
admonishes Muslims not to use
force in matters of faith. Forced
faith is no faith at all.

Finally, an entire chapter of
the Qur’an, Sura Al-Kafirun
(109), specifies the prescribed
conduct of Muslims with non-
believers. Allah demands that
believers declare emphatically
that they will not force another to
believe: “For you your religion,
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for me my vreligion.”
Again, this is a strong and
unambiguous proof of reli-
gious tolerance in Islam.

These Qur’anic verses
are not just theoretical pro-
nouncements. They form
the basis for true Islamic
governance and protection
of religious freedom. In-
deed, the Prophet of Islam,
Muhammad*", cherished
these Qur’anic pronounce-
ments and practically en-
forced them throughout his
life.

The Holy Prophet
Muhammad®™" actively pro-
moted peace, tolerance and
compassion for all non-
Muslim minorities living in
Arabia. He did not simply
demand religious tolerance
of his followers; his sunnah
(or example) was to provide
legal and constitutional pro-
tections for religious minor-
ities.

This is perhaps best
illustrated by two historic
documents prepared by the

saw

Holy Prophet Muhamma™".

The first document is
the Charter of Media writ-
ten in 622 A.D. — a formal
agreement between the Ho-
ly Prophet Muhammad™"
and all of the significant
tribes and families of Medi-
na, including Muslims,
Jews and non-Muslim Ar-
abs. Many scholars refer to
this document as the first
ever written constitution of
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a nation-state. The Charter of
Medina pre-dated the English
Magna Carta by almost six centu-
ries. It was executed and imple-
mented for 10 years (622-632
A.D)) and applied to 10,000 citi-
zens living in Medina at that
time. Remarkably 45% of the
total population in Medina con-
sisted of non-Muslim Arabs, 40%
consisted of Jews, and only 15%
consisted of Muslims.  These
numbers were recorded by the
Holy Prophet Muhammad*™" him-
self through a census that he
commissioned. In others words,
the Holy Prophet Muhammad™"
penned the Charter of Medina as
a minority sovereign. His express
goal was to govern a multi-
religious pluralistic society.

The Charter consists of 47
clauses which set forth the for-
mation of a sovereign nation-
state with a common citizenship
for all communities. The Charter
protects fundamental human
rights for all citizens, including
equality, cooperation, freedom of
conscience and freedom of reli-
gion. Clause 25 specifically states
that Jews and non-Muslim Arabs
are entitled to practice their own
faith without any restrictions. In
short, the Charter of Medina was
the first document in history to
establish religious freedom as a
fundamental constitutional right.

But the Holy Prophet Mu-
hammad’s™" commitment to reli-
gious freedom did not just stop
with the Charter of Medina.

With Islam’s rising influ-
ence in Arabia by 626 AD., Jew-
ish and Christian tribes endured
severe struggles with certain
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Muslim forces near Medina. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad*" sent a
series of letters to various kings and
public officials surrounding the Ar-
ab peninsula declaring his intention
for peace and cooperation. One
such letter was written to the monks
of the St. Catherine Monastery of
Mt. Sinai in 628 A.D. and known
today as the “Charter of Privileges.”

The letter reads:

“This is a message from Mu-
hammad, son of Abdullah, as a cov-
enant lo those who adopt Christian-
iy, near and far, we are with them.
Verily 1, the servants, the helpers,
and my followers defend them, be-
cause Christians are my citizens;
and by Allah! I hold out against an-
ything that displeases them. No
compulsion is to be on them. Nei-
ther are their judges to be removed
Jrom their jobs nor their monks
Jrom their monasteries. No one is
to destroy a house of their religion,
to damage it, or to carry anything
from it 1o the Muslims' houses.
Should anyone take any of these, he
would spoil God's covenant and
disobey His Prophet. Verily, they
are my allies and have my secure
charter against all that they hate.
No one is to force them to travel or
fo oblige them to fight. The Muslims
are lo fight for them. If a female
Christian it married to a Muslim, it
is not 1o take place without her ap-
proval. She is not to be prevented
Sfrom visiting her church to pray.
Their churches are to be respected.
They are neither to be prevented
Jrom repairing them nor the sacred-
ness of their covenants. No one of
the nation of (Muslims) is to diso-
bey the covenant till the Last Day
(end of the world).”

Western Islamic scho-
lar, Marmaduke Pickthall,
comments on this letter as
follows:

“The Charter which
Muhammad™  granted to
the Christian monks of Si-
nai is a living document. If
you read it, you will see
that it breathes not only
goodwill, but also actual
love. He gave to the Jews
of Medina, so long as they
were faithful to him, pre-
cisely the same treatment as
to any Muslims. He never
was aggressive against any
man or class of men . . . The
story of his reception of
Christian and Zoroastrian
visitors is on record. There
Is not a trace of religious
intolerance in any of this.”

The St. Catherine
Monastery at Mt. Sinai,
which is now in present day
Egypt, has been designated
by UNESCO as a “World
Heritage Site” and is con-
sidered to be the oldest ac-
tive Christian monastery in
the world. In fact, the offi-
cial website of the St. Cath-
erine Monastery at Mt. Si-
nai proudly commemorates
The Holy Prophet Muham-
mad’s™™ letter of protec-
tion. The original version
of the letter can be found at
the royal treasury in Con-
stantinople in Turkey. A
copy is preserved on dis-
play at Mt. Sinai — a discov-
ery mentioned by our be-
loved fourth Khalifa™ in his
various writings about the

Holy Prophet Muhammad*". To this
date, the St. Catherine monks contin-
ue to practice their faith without re-
striction based on the protections
granted to them by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad™" over 1,400 years ago.
And the entire world stands as a wit-
ness to the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad’s™" sublime act of religious tol-
erance!

America and Islam share a re-
markably similar approach to reli-
gious freedom. It is an approach
grounded in absolute freedom of con-
science and belief, the free exercise
of religion for all people, freedom
from state control of religion and mu-
tual respect, cooperation and peace.

Let me now turn to part three of
my speech. It is a tragic irony that
much of the Islamic world has lost
sight of Islam’s true and essential
teachings concerning religious free-
dom. Countries such as Indonesia,
Egypt and Pakistan all currently have
laws that suffocate the rights of reli-
gious minorities.

A dramatic example of this is
one that hits very close to home. Six
weeks ago in Lahore, the world wit-
nessed a brutal crime against human-
ity when armed gunmen massacred
86 members of our minority Commu-
nity and injured hundreds more. But
this wasn’t a random act of religious
violence in Pakistan. This was a di-
rect byproduct of decades of state-
sponsored institutionalized persecu-
tion of religious minorities. Pakistan
is the only Muslim country to explic-
itly define who is or who is not a
“Muslim” for purposes of the law. It
is the only Muslim country to have a
constitutional amendment that denies
the right of a minority Muslim com-
munity to call itself “Muslim.” It is
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the only Muslim country to crimi-
nalize fundamental religious prac-
tices by punishment of death. It is
the only Muslim country to require
its passport applicants to declare a
minority community to be non-
Muslim.

How would the Holy Proph-
et of Islam, Muhammad*™" react to
this state of affairs? Would he even
recognize Pakistan as an Islamic
nation? What would he say to the
so-called Muslims who sent teenag-
ers to Lahore to bomb hundreds of
worshipers during Friday Prayers?
To the so-called Muslims who
burned alive eleven Christians in
Gojra last year? To the so-called
Muslims who bombed a Sufi reli-
gious shrine in Lahore last month?
The same Prophet Muhammad™"
whose life was spent in vigorous
defense of the oppressed, the or-
phans and the minorities. The same
Prophet Muhammad™ who gave
refuge to a Christian delegation
from Najran at his own mosque in
Medina. The same Prophet Mu-
hammad*" who championed the
constitutional rights of Jews and
non-Muslim Arabs.  The same
Prophet Muhammad™ who said
that differences of opinion are a
blessing for society. When will Pa-
kistan heed the example of the
founder of Islam?

Finally, let me speak briefly
about our obligations as American
Ahmadi Muslims. My dear broth-
ers and sisters, we are proud to be
American. We cherish and enjoy
freedom of religion more than any
other nation on earth. Our constitu-
tion, the U.S. Constitution, is more
Islamic than the constitutions of
most Islamic countries. We are wit-
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nessing the erosion of reli-
gious freedom in the world.
We witnessed our fellow
Ahmadi Muslims massacred
for practicing their faith.
But Allah will never let the
sacrifices of the Ahmadi
martyrs go to waste. Their
memories are alive in all of
us. We must step forward
and safeguard the original
teachings of the Holy Proph-
et Muhammad™. We are
the Muslims who believe in
the messiah, Hadhrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian™,
who came to rescue Islam
from the clutches of militan-

cy.

We must proclaim
loudly that we are the protec-

tors of Islam’s original
teachings. We believe in
religious freedom for all

people. We mustn’t rest un-
til the Islamic world rids it-
self of the laws that embold-
en those who kill the inno-
cent and vulnerable. To my
fellow American Ahmadi
Muslim youth in attendance
here today, we have a special
responsibility thrust upon us.
As second generation immi-
grants, most of us have
grown up in peace without
any restriction on our Ah-
madi beliefs and practices.
We enjoy freedoms that oth-
ers do not. We must not sit
idle and watch atrocities
such as the Lahore attacks to
continue unabated. We must
heed the words of our be-
loved Khalifa and carry the
torch of religious freedom to
our leaders and lawmakers
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and demand a change in the Islam-
ic world.

I conclude with the exhor-
tations of our beloved Hadhrat
Khalifatul Masih IV™ to the Ah-
madis of North America. In his
closing address at the Annual Con-
vention in 1992, he said:

“Ay Amrika or Canada kay
Ahmadio. Thum kub tak bhairon ki
labas may zindagee busur karo
gay. Ulto, or in laybaso ko chaak
kurtho.  Thum khuday kay shair
ho. Or shairo ki thura dundana-
thay huay or gurujthay ho ay jun-
glo per fatahyaab ho. Bhus, khuda
thumaray sath ho. Khuda thu-
maray sath ho. Khuda thumaray
sath ho.”

“O Ahmadis of America and
Canada, for how long will you re-
main in sheep’s clothing? Wake
up! Discard that clothing. You
are the lions of Allah! And like
lions, with might and tenacity, you
must conquer the jungles ahead of
you. May God be with you. May
God be with you. May God be
with you."

May Allah give us lion-like
courage to fight for religious free-
dom all over the world. Ameen.

Tk dkddkkw

PAY
ZAKAT

xR Rk
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CALLING MANKIND TO GOD

Calling mankind to God has
always been a Mercy bestowed on
man from God in His raising
Prophets in the world when man-
kind starts to worship other so
called God’s other than the One
true God or forgets God all to-
gether and when the world be-
comes submerged in immorality
and evil as a result. According to
one saying of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad™ the number of
prophets who were chosen to con-
vey the message of God to man-
kind is 124,000.

What does the Holy Qur’an
say?

“There are no people (in the
world) to whom We have not sent
a Warner.” (35:25)

So what about this time? The
Holy Prophet Muhammad™" Pro-
phesied that:

“A time will come when
nothing will remain of faith ex-
cept rituals and nothing shall re-
main of the Qur’an except its
words...” “that even if faith
leaves the world altogether and
ascends to the Pleiades, a man, or
some men, from among the Per-
sians would bring it back to
earth.”

Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad of Qadian™ claimed to be that
man. Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad of Qadian™. claimed, in 1889
that he was the same Messiah and
Mahdi whose advent had been

Ali Murtaza

prophesied for the latter
days not only in Islam but
also in other faiths.

Why do we need to
call nations to God? The
main reasons are:

e To end religious wars,
e Condemn bloodshed
e Reinstitute morality

e Justice and peace.

The question may
arise “Is man capable of
solving these problems
without God?” and is there
an example of man trying to
solve these problems. An
Example of man trying to
unite nations under peace
and harmony is shown
through the example of the
United Nations. “The Unit-
ed Nations Organization
(UNO) or simply United
Nations (UN) is an interna-
tional organization whose
stated aims are facilitating
cooperation in international
law, international security,
economic development, so-
cial progress, human rights,
and the achieving of world
peace. The UN was found-
ed in 1945 after World War
IT to replace the League of
Nations, to stop wars be-
tween countries, and to pro-
vide a platform for dia-
logue. It contains multiple
subsidiary organizations to
carry out its missions.” In

reference to this declaration what
has been the results. Since the de-
velopment of the United Nations
here is a short list of just the wars
that have occurred:

The Korean War: The Vi-
etnam War; Israeli War of inde-
pendence; The Six Day War; The
Soviet Afghanistan War; Civil
War in Sudan; Civil War in Con-
go; The Bosnian War; India Paki-
stani War; The Gulf War: The
War in Iraq (war on terror); and
the War in Afghanistan (war on
terror). Therefore suffice it to say
that man can’t resolve these prob-
lems without God’s guidance.

The main point which distin-
guishes the Ahmadi Muslims from
the rest of mankind is that the Ah-
madiyya Muslim Community is
the only Islamic organization to
believe that the long-awaited Mes-
siah has come in the person of
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad® (1835-
1908) of Qadian. Ahmad™ claimed
to be the metaphorical second
coming of Jesus™ of Nazareth and
the divine guide, whose advent
was foretold by the Holy Prophet
of Islam, Muhammad™". The Ah-
madiyya Muslim Community be-
lieves that God sent Ahmad®, like
Jesus™, to end religious wars, con-
demn bloodshed and reinstitute
morality, justice and peace. Ah-
mad’s™ advent has brought about
an unprecedented era of Islamic
revival. He divested Islam of fa-
natical beliefs and practices by
vigorously championing Islam’s
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true and essential teachings. He
also recognized the noble teachings
of the great religious founders and
saints, including Zoroaster®, Abra-
ham®, Moses™, Jesus®, Krishna®,
Buddha™, Confucius®, Lao Tzu and
Guru Nanak, and explained how
such teachings converged into the
one true Islam.

Calling Nations to God — A
prophesy that was given to Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad® from God
is quoted as follows” "I shall cause
thy message to reach the corners of
the earth."

And the Holy Qur’an has pre-
served the spiritual mission of
God’s messengers when it says “He
it is Who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth,
that He may make it prevail over
every other religion, even though
the idolaters may dislike it. (9:33)

The Institution of Khilafat of
the Messiah has been established
since 1908 and each year we wit-
ness the gathering of nations under
the spiritual banner of the Promised
Messiah, the Messiah of this age,
the Messiah prophesized by all the
revealed scriptures, the Messiah
prophesied by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad*™™ .... his Khilafat now
in it’s fifth successorship under Ha-
dhrat  Khalifatul Masih  Al-
Khamis®™* shows the signs of na-
tions accepting the call of God
through the mission of His Messi-
ah™ when we witness the annual
Internationa Ba'iat. Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih Al-Khamis™  has
said:

“Slowly all the lands in the
world are going to gather in the
fold of Ahmadiyyat” Ahmadis

should be and are distin-
guished by their prayers”

The world is an Island,
and a new Island is being
carved within it, and that is
known as Ahmadiyyat the
True Islam.

The Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community is
Calling Nations to God

Under Spirituality.

A sample of the re-
sults up to now of how this
call is being accepted and
how nations are joining the
community of the Promised
Messiah™ is as follows:
There are 239 countries and
territories in the world. By
the Grace of Allah, Ahmad-
iyyat is now present in 185
countries to-date. Since
1984, the Jama'ar has been
established in 194 countries.
Alhumdolillah. ~ This year
four more countries have
been added on the Ahmadiy-
ya map. They are: Estonia,
Antigua, Bermuda and Bo-
livia. 945 new Jama'afs
were established at 589 plac-
es Ahmadiyyat was planted
for the first time. In the total
of 1534 areas, the Jama at
has been expanded. In India,
186 new Jama'ats were es-
tablished. In Ghana, 313 vil-
lages, contacts were reestab-
lished with 207,000 Ahmad-
is. In Burkina Faso, 16,000
contacts were rejuvenated in
villages. In Nigeria, 124,000
contacts were rejuvenated.
Qureshi Qamarul Haq of
Guatemala, through the

guidance from one of his visions,
was able to meet with a family who
had lost contact with the Mission for
sometime. Efforts were made to re-
juvenate contacts with the members
who accepted Ahmadiyyat in the
past in Benin, Ivory Coast, Mali,
Tanzania, and Ethiopia. In total
there are tens of millions of follow-
ers of this community of the Prom-
ised Messiah™.

Hazoor™ says we should
become ambassadors of Hadhrat
Masih Mau’ood™. “We who have
taken the Ba'ait at the hand of the
Imam of this age, promising that we
want to join such people, and are
joining such people and also promis-
ing that we will instill such a posi-
tive change in ourselves that will
bring us closer to Allah. We also
promise that we will progress to-
wards true righteousness so that we
can show the world the way to the
One and True God who is the Mas-
ter of this earth and the heavens,
who is the Master of the whole uni-
verse, and whose true worship is the
only means of salvation of this
world. In order to fulfill these prom-
ises, we must keep reminding our-
selves of our goals. As long as we
do not keep this goal in front of us,
or we desire a life of ease, or we in-
dulge in worldly pursuits, or we look
at others wealth with jealousy, or we
do not follow the commandments of
our Lord, or we look at others
wealth and do not wish that if we
had that much it would enable us to
offer financial sacrifices in the way
of Allah, we can not be faithful to
our oath of Bai'at. We can not bring
about that change in ourselves, in
our progeny, or in our surroundings
for which the Promised Messiah™
was sent in this world. We have tak-
en an oath to be his servants. Today,
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we can become the ambassadors
of Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood’s™
Jama’at. We can fulfill our obli-
gation of conveying his message
and re-establishing the lost love of
God only if we are able to bring
about an extraordinary positive
change in ourselves, if we will
raise our standards of worship,
and if we will safeguard our Salat.
We should always remember that
Salat is the essence of worship. If
this 1s missing, then all else is
meaningless.”

Mark the words of the
Promised Messiah®™ when he says:

. God has granted me
such fervor in this field of Wagf
(devotion) that even if I were told
that there is no reward or benefit
in this work other than grief and
suffering, even then I cannot hold
myself back from this service to
Islam. I am therefore duty-bound
to convey this message and leave
this as a 'Will' for my Communi-
ty. After this, everyone has the
choice of paying heed to my ad-
vice or not. Whoso aspires for sal-
vation and a sacred or perpetual
existence must sacrifice his life
for the cause of Allah."

(Malfoozat, vol. 2, p. 100, 1984)

Call of the ‘Caller’ Become
an Ambassadors of
Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood™®

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih
Al-Khamis™ has said:

“Our task is to plan ac-
cording to the ways of the country
we live in. Hazoor™ said, “An
extensive and courageous plan-

ning is needed. Targets
need to be determined that
we will introduce Ahmadiy-
yat to at least two percent
of the population in one
year. Hazoor™  said,
“Countries where such ef-
forts are being made have
had good results. For this
task the entire Jama'at,
missionaries and the auxil-
iaries need to work side by
side. God had entrusted this
very task to His Prophets.
God states: ‘But if they turn
away, We have not sent
thee as a guardian over
them. Thy duty is only to
convey the Mes-
sage...’ (42:49) ”

Thus is the responsi-
bility of each Ahmadi in
this country. Hazoor*™ said,
“ There is no need to dis-
tribute big books. One page
introductory leaflets should
be printed. Those who are
interested will contact us
themselves. Brief literature
should be produced for
them in different attractive
designs. Some may not ac-
cept it, others may throw it
away after a while but
many will read it. Our task
is to fulfill our responsibil-
ity. God has never said that
Tabligh will always have a
great response. God states:
‘Surely thou wilt not be
able to guide a// whom thou
lovest, but Allah guides
whomsoever He pleas-
68" (28537

So what has been

the response to our beloved Kha-
lifa's call in America. The oldest
Muslim organization in America
announced Thursday (July 8, 2010)
the launch of its nationwide
“Muslims for Peace” ad campaign.
With so many acts of violence per-
petrated in the name of Islam
across the world, the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community aims to de-
bunk the myth that Muslims do not
practically stand for peace and jus-
tice. Delivering this message on
buses and other transit media dis-
plays, the “Muslims for Peace”
campaign will raise awareness that
there is a community of Muslims
who actively preach — and practice
— this universal message of peace.

The campaign was
launched at a press conference in
Times Square by Missionary in
Charge and Na'ib Ameer, Naseem
Mahdi Sahib of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community USA .

The Call of the Khalifatul
Masih V*™® has also been directed
toward small towns. ..

Hazoor™ said, “Introductions
to Ahmadiyyat should be carried in
smaller towns and villages, topics
should be chosen and other faiths
should be invited to inter-faith
seminars etc. “Some may say that
even these efforts will not change
the world on it’s present course...
So what does our Khalifa say. He
says, “our task is to make efforts
and pray. How can we possibly say
that every effort of ours will defi-
nitely bear fruit? We have to try
our very best and pray. May God
cover our faults, overlook our mis-
takes and accept our endeavors. If
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our effort is right, the rest God
will bring forth.

So we must take this mes-
sage from door to door to invite
people to the community of the
Promised Messiah®. Mark the
words of the Promised Messiah*
when he states: "If it was within
my power, I would have desired to
go from door to door like beggars
and propagate the True Religion of
Allah and thereby rescue humanity
from polytheism (shirk) and disbe-
lief (kufr).

If Allah would grant me
the knowledge of the English lan-
guage, I would personally embark
on preaching (7abligh) expedi-
tions and spend my entire life in
this pursuit even if I were to die in
this cause."

(Malfoozat, Vol. 3, page 291-292,
1984)

To answer the call of our
Imam and bring about these
changes under his guidance and to
make our efforts correct in calling
nations to Allah we need to attain
nearness to Allah.

The Holy Qur’an says,
“Allah changes not the condition
of a people until they change that
which is in their hearts. (13:12)

aba

Hazoor™" says,

“You should always re-
member that revolution is only
possible through Allah’s blessings.
And to attract His blessings it is
necessary to pay attention to that
basic purpose for which He has
created man. And if you are able
to attain that goal, you will find
yourselves in such a surrounding

that will protect you from
the filth of this world, spe-
cially in these countries
where the line between
good and evil has almost
disappeared, and whose in-
habitants are arrogant due
to their technological devel-
opment or that they are the
most powerful nation in this
world. Your salvation and
that of your future genera-
tion’s salvation lies in at-
taining nearness to Allah. It
lies in holding fast to the
Unity of Allah. And when,
God willing, you will sur-
round vyourselves in this
shelter, you will be able to
call others to this safe ha-
ven. Then you will be able
to convey this message to
the world that true happi-
ness does not lie in worldly
pursuits, or liquor, or gam-
bling.

The contentment in
life does not come from
spending time in a casino,
or from being jealous of
those who waste their
wealth on worldly pleas-
ures. Be sure that real con-
tentment in life comes from
the worship of Allah who
has proclaimed that “It is in
the remembrance of Allah
that hearts can find com-
fort.” (13:29)

He is the Lord of all
the worlds, He has created
you all, and He provides
sustenance for you. Come
and recognize your Lord.
When you will make an ef-
fort to call the world to this

safe haven with sincerity and
prayers then you will be the recip-
ients of ever increasing blessings
of Allah. Allah loves those very
much; He truly appreciates the
efforts of those, and showers His
love on those who call His crea-
tures towards Him and save them
from the clutches of Satan, so that
they may be saved from the wrath
of Allah, so that they may become
the recipients of Allah’s blessings.
Allah says about such people,
“And who is better in speech than
he who invites men to Allah and
does righteous deeds and says, ‘I
am, surely, of those who sub-
mit?’ (41:34)

Always remember this ex-
hortation. Convey this message at
every opportunity and at every
occasion. Make every effort to
convey, to every American, the
teachings that have been given to
the Holy Prophet™".”

Allahumma salli 'ala Muham-
madin wa 'ala ali Muhammadin,
kama sallaita ‘ala Ibrahima wa
‘ala ali Ibrahima innaka Hamidum
-Majid. Allahuma barik ‘ala Mu-
hammadin wa 'ala ali Muham-
madin kama barakta 'ala Ibrahi-
ma wa 'ala ali Ibrahima innaka
Hamidum-Majid.

May Allah be our Guardi-
an and Protector! Ameen!

e e

PAY
ZAKAT

o o



October - November 2010

45

Ahmadivya Gazette USA

MODERN CHALLENGES TO CORE BELIEFS

Yasin Sharif

Transcribed by: Athar Bashir Malik

In the name of Allah, the Gracious,
the Merciful.
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Surely the Believers and the
Jews and the Christians and the
Sabiens whichever party from among
these truly believe in Allah and the
last day and do good deeds shall have
their reward with their Lord and no
fear shall come upon them and nor
shall they grieve. (2:63)

Ameer Sahib, respected guests,
brothers and sisters and all the
youngsters and kids that are here to-
day, Assalamo Alaikum Wa Rehmat-
ullahe wa Barakatohu.

Since the beginning of creation,
on this earth there has been an evolu-
tion of all living things from micro-
scopic organisms to the most recent
rendition of mankind. We've spent
countless resources studying the his-
tory of creation and of humankind
and each new discovery leads us to
believe with certainty what has hap-
pened even thousands of years ago.
Through out this recorded history, we
see trends from the beginning of the
creation that exist in a very refined
form, even today. Scientific evolu-

tionary trends are man's in-
nate desire to prosper to
reproduce and to avoid
pain. This is in agreement
with most scholars of
thought and clearly evident
in recorded history. But
man has demonstrated and
added since, that all other
creations have not and that
is the desire to understand,
to question, to strive for
relationship not just created
from physical attraction and
he has shown innate desire
to worship some type of
powerful being. This desire
has evolved in tandem with
the rest of man's develop-
ment until his spirtual
senses were realized.

Religion or the wor-
ship of God has been used
to explain origin of civiliza-
tions throughout history.
Other civilizations may
vary a little on their expla-
nation and continue their
existence based on that but
wars have been started and
entire civilizations have
been annihilated in order to
ensure their believes that
are protected. This contin-
ues to this moment today.

In the Essence of Is-
lam, Volume 1, written by
the founder of Ahmadiyyat,
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad™, he explains to us and

I quote, "To reform the natural con-
ditions of man an raise him step by
step to higher spiritual levels, God
desires to teach man the elementary
rules of behavior and culture and
thus change him from wild condition
of animals and the bestow on him
the elementary moral conditions
which can be described as culture of
civilization. He then trains him and
raises him from the elementary mor-
al conditions to the conditions of a
high moral stage. All this in truth is
one stage which is the reform of nat-
ural conditions and the only differ-
ence is one of degree. The All wise
one has presented the moral system
in such a way whereby man should
be able to move from low moral
state to a higher moral state. The
third stage is that man should be de-
voted to winning the true love of his
creator and that his whole being
should be devoted to God."

There is no doubt, that humans
demonstrate special characteristics,
they show courage, devotion, intelli-
gence and endless line of character-
istics that are innate and can be fur-
ther developed through human ef-
fort. However, these types are traits
that are not unlike animals that we
observer. We've often observed
unique traits in animals like our own
pets. In our family we have a cat.
He is an outdoor cat and it was a fu-
rious hunter in his day.

He will usually bring back the
largest prey of all sorts through our
front door for a gift. Blackberry is
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his name, had an uncanny ability to
sense when someone in our family
was ill and he would sit and sleep by
the side until they were feeling well
again. One of my sons was spared a
life threatening illness by the Grace of
God and he was put on bed rest for
over a year in his early adolescent.
During that time that cat spend every
day by his room or by his bed only
leaving for food and to go out and
hunt for occasional gift to bring him
back. When my son was well enough
though he went back the business of
being a cat, cleaning himself, hunting
and laying in the sun. All of this in the
family desired deep inside to attach
human characteristic to this cat, but
indeed it was a phenomenon of this
particular cat, it was a phenomenon of
nature, but it was nothing to do with
this cat's moral decision. He could not
make that decision based on reaction
to his believes to action to do with fu-
ture rewards or dealing with hardships
and ultimately dealing with right or
wrong. My point is directed mostly to
the youth and the kids in the room,
that if you look around you at the
wonder of this world, you are the spe-
cial creation of God. Man has created
you with the desire to understand what
drives you what was in the past, what
is in the future, where did we come
from? The general body of man, has
ability to choose good and evil unlike
blackberry, we are not destined to live
our lives from basic instincts alone.
Man has the ability and in fact he must
choose his actions based on a percep-
tion of the outcome but without defini-
tive know-ledge thereof. This does
immediately demonstrate a measure of
faith required for man's existence. It
also begins to define good and define
evil choices that man makes.

Abdulla Bin Abass™, a compan-
ion of the Holy Prophet Muhammad™"

recorded that the Holy Prophet™" re-

peated God's affirmation and
define good and evil and ex-
pounded their ingratiation. In
this saying the prophet also
expresses the benevolence of
Allah towards his creation,
mankind. "He therefore who
makes up his mind to do a
good deed is rewarded by
Allah in one full measure. If
he then proceeds to carry out
that deed, Allah will reward
him ten to seven hundred
times and even more than
that. He who is inclined to an
evil deed but does not carry it
out, Allah will reward him
for a full measure of a good
deed. Should he carry it out
he is indebted only one evil
deed." As our world grow
smaller, it becomes increas-
ing easier to know of the evil
deed in human suffering of
all kinds and it becomes even
easier to condemn it. Many
question the purpose for our
existence and deny the majes-
ty of a compassionate creator
who gave humans this oppor-
tunity to choose.

Man has the ability to
both unleash kindness and
unleash evil on others. He
has the ability to do so on
behalf of others but also on
behalf of himself and to the
destruction of others. And
indeed now man holds the
key to the annihilation of the
entire race in his hands. This
is the nature of free choice.
This is the responsibility be-
stowed on man. This is
man's constant challenge.
Allah has been kind enough
to bring people into our life
that are exceptional. People
who posses artistic ability,

political leadership, intellectual in-
telligence, scientific and biological
intelligence. Men who relieve pain
and suffering in the medical field.
Men and women who are extremely
successful in business or who most
of all are exceptional parents. In-
deed, humans are like snowflakes.
Allah has created none of them ex-
actly the same. The risk however
for those who have exceptional tal-
ents, is that it can push them to the
very edge of destruction. The strug-
gle for those who possess these traits
is greater than most. In Surah Al-
Bagra in the Holy Qur’an, Allah
tells us, 'And everyone has a goal
which dominates him. Vie then with
one another in good works. Wher-
ever you are, Allah will bring you all
together. Surely, Allah has the pow-
er to do all that he wills." It is ulti-
mately up to God to determine all
people's intentions. However, statis-
tics show that the higher the IQ, the
more financially well off, the more
tendency has become in the lack of
believe in the creator. Seventy two
percent of the national academy of
science have expressed personal dis-
belief and another twenty percent
claim doubt or agnostic. Those who
become disgusted and openly atheist
are increasing in numbers at a higher
rate then ever. We must understand
that those who are professed atheist
particular scientists and intellectuals
are also the same people that are re-
sponsible for bringing them out
much positive and revolutionary
change that benefits all of us.

It is God who has given them
to us as benefactors and at the same
time it is their struggle to remain
humble, it is their struggle to win
God's pleasure. In fact some scholars
today believe that the whole of crea-
tion was an accident. There are
many who become stronger as they
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uncover the world's beauties and cre-
ations.

Sir Francis Bacon has quoted it
so well when he said, a little philoso-
phy inclined man to atheism but in-
depth philosophy brings man's mind
around to religion.

I have been amazed reading
more and more arguments for and
against the existence of God. It is for
instance astonishing to some, that we
can have a gracious God and still see
and feel so much suffering in this
lifetime. There are humans among
us who sense other suffering more
than most but we judge suffering on-
ly from a perspective of our own en-
vironment and our own existence.
Some people suffer as much with
chronic pain as those who suffer fi-
nancial loss. There are those who
with loss of health or loss of loved
ones. Yet looking at you young
folks there are many suffer that
come with fright or fight with
friends, anxiety over their appear-
ance. Failure in school and off course
racial and religious prejudice. How
we to judge the pain of another but
only are based on our own pain. The
suffering that occurs in this life is
challenging but is particularly chal-
lenging for those who doubt in the
existence of Allah and a creator. The
longest running arguments begin
with the traditional concept of God.
If God does indeed exist, he knows
suffering. He is able to prevent it
and he wants to and suffering is evil
then if he allows it, there must be no
God. The fourth leader or Khalifa of
our Ahmadiyya Movement, Hadhrat
Mirza Tahir Ahmad™ has written an
excellent book, Revelation, Rational-
ity, Knowledge and Truth. In his
book and I quote, “The sensory pro-
visions for the recognition of suffer-
ing and happiness are indispensible

to each other. It is quite
likely that if the level to
which suffering can be ex-
perienced is reduced, its
opposite number the capaci-
ty to feel pleasure and hap-
piness will also be lowered
to propelling the wheel of
evolution.  Both possess
equal significance.  One
cannot be done away alone
without the other, thus nul-
lifying the entire creative
plan of evolution. We un-
derstand from the Holy
Qur’an that God did not
create  suffering  inde-
pendently on its own, but as
indispensible counter part
of pleasure and comfort.
The absence of happiness is
suffering which is like its
shadow, just as darkness is
cast by the absence of light.
If there is life then there
must be death, both are sit-
uated at the extreme polls
of the same plain.

In the Holy Qur’an we
read, “Blessed it is he
whose hand is in the king-
dom and He has power over
all things, and He it is who
has created death and life
that he might try you for
which of is best indeed and
He is mighty and most for-
giving.” In the Bible and
Hebrews 11:16, the Bible
quotes, “And without faith
it is impossible to please
God. Anyone that comes to
him must be a believer. He
rewards those who earnest-
ly seek Him.”

One of the most com-
mon ftrials in the pursuit of
God now is dealing with

rigidity found in dogmatic organized
religious communities not to mention
the extremist that are found in our
faiths. Man finds it difficult again to
understand how God could allow His
name to use to be perpetuated for so
much evil. How many times in histo-
ry has religion been used as shield to
satiate for one man’s desire for
wealth, sexual fulfillment, power?
How much does it exist around the
world today? It is devastating. What
about our own Country? What about
our trends and believes?

We have a country of amazing
freedoms, education, infrastructure,
military protection, opportunity and
the real opportunity to practice our
faith, yet we are country of fears and
prejudice, suffering and poverty and
moral corruption. Our youth suffer
from depression, abandonment and
they attribute love to physical attrac-
tion. Material gain is our measure of
success and the family unit has been
torn apart. There is panic now borne
out of a growing level of a lack of
security and disorganization and so-
cial behavior and it’s due to the
trends to let go of religious and ethi-
cal codes. There is volume of re-
search now showing the tendency in
America to abandon faith. The num-
ber of people in our country in some
areas who have lost their faith in reli-
gion and in God has doubled in the
last decade.

Berry Kosmin is the director for
the Institute for the study of secular-
ism at Trinity at Hartford; he calls it
a piety gap. Sixty nine percent of
Americans only believe in a personal
God. And to make it pretty simple,
there is a young lady Diane Mueller
of Austin. She grew up a Methodist
and she says, “I totally disengage
from the Church and the Bible too.
Sunday morning means playing in
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the park not praying in a pew.”

Morality in our country is as
much Christian in character as the
moral behavior as Muslims in a Mus-
lim countries in the world. The same,
unfortunately, is the state of social
and moral behavior elsewhere in the
world. There are so many Buddhists,
so many Confucius so many Hindus
in the world today. But how little of
Buddhism, of Confucianism, of Hin-
duism can we observe? When reli-
gious code of ethics are wanting in
society, morality may lose all rele-
vance and certainly may even more in
the next generations.

The Holy Qur’an obviously
speaking of such an age declares,
“We bring witness that the age when
many as a whole would be in a state
of loss except for those few who be-
lieve and do good deeds and exhort
one another with truth and accept
truth and admonish others with pa-
tience”

The Middle East is the birth
place of the major monotheistic faiths
and we all know the constant barrage
of unrest. Jerusalem as the holy city
for all three monotheistic religions yet
where there should be peace and safe-
ty in places in this world as far from
the code of conduct prescribed by
each of these major faiths. It’s devas-
tating that the Middle East is so filled
with the gifts of God and now it’s a
place that is destined to be a place of
Godliness and total lack of peace that
our world so much craves. What
would it feel like if man would recon-
sider the very foundation of their spir-
itual beliefs based upon the original
essence of their religion?

In Tim Wallace Murphy’s book,
What Did Islam do for us?, he writes
and 1 quote, “Islam was from its in-

ception a bastion of tolerance
of social justice and of piety.
While Europe was being
crushed and brutalized by the
dark ages, Islam bloomed be-
cause the Holy Prophet Mu-
hammad™" enjoined followers
to study and to revere wisdom.
Many great scientists were
protected and investigated by
Muslims scho-lars.  Perhaps
more tellingly then that, under
Islamic rule at the height of
the Moorish empire, the three
great monotheistic religions
coexisted in relative harmony,
enjoying a high degree of reli-
gious tolerance in a flourish-
ing intellectual and artistic
environment. Can our world
even conceive of Islam this
way? Can the above descrip-
tion take place even today? I
believe it can, because God
has through all the dark ages
brought special men, Proph-
ets, even during the darkest
times it was always the pious
man given revelation and an
iron will and iron believe in
God. Men who went out to
practice the word of reform
who preach morality, pa-
tience, caring for neighbors
and caring for the poor. These
prophets prayed, they prayed
for help and deliverance from
suffering for the people of
their time and they preached
reward for the goodness in
humans.

They offered salvation,
Adam. Abraham, Noah, Mo-
ses, Jesus and Buddha. These
prophets and reformers were
not sent in a grandeur fashion.
They attracted others through
a special aura, their undenia-

ble devotion and courage and a living
example of the message they bring.
There must be a solution for the suf-
fering today. Desecration of the name
of the religion, basic fear in the com-
mon man’s live should not be accept-
ed and all of this cries out for a spir-
itual leader of today. History is in the
books, the future is to be contemplat-
ed. The question is what about now?
The time of unprecedented danger.
We owe it to ourselves and our friends
and neighbors to invite a search for
the Messiah. Through history the
smallest few had the courage and faith
in the moment and in the time.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad-
, He preached that there would be-
come a time when the mosque would
be full of Muslims, the Qur’an will
only exist in scripts, religious scholars
would be the worst creatures and the
evil plots that they set would return to
them. Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad®, the reformer of our age, does
not claim to bring a new book but to
reform us to remind us of the simple
beauties of Islam.

saw

This founder of Ahmadiyyat was
born in the small town of Qadian and
in the time of incredible science, fi-
nancial advancements, the revelation
of Qur’an, the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad™" was all that he possessed and
unwavering belief. He came with no
armies, with no power. He came with
the new message and that is the Jihad
of the Pen not the Jihad of the Sword.
The fight of triumph of good over evil
within ourselves. For the followers of
the Messiah® how do we preserve the
moral values of our heritage. How do
we begin to save the world from itself.
We've many means but the answer is
one person at a time. It has never
been easy for the man to be saved. We
must have the courage to step up with
certainty those who can save it they
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have accepted the true path that they
have the courage to step up now. It
is not up to us to condemn or judge
those but its up to us to share what
we believe to ease their suffering and
to show empathy through example.

In conclusion, as I must wrap
up now, I invite you to study and
learn about the Promised Messiah
and the Khalifa of our time. But I
feel compelled to stand before you as
a common man. I've no spiritual sta-
tus but at the times that were most
challenging, at the desperate mo-
ments in my life, I've come to Allah,
I've prayed. I have asked forgiveness
and I've not been abandon and I've
not been felt alone.

[ look out and I see the next
generation in front of me and I can't
imagine what you will have to go
through in your lifetime, what more
dilemmas what you will face, but I
promise to you, that if you do not
abandon Allah, He will not abandon
you. The example we take from the
Prophets, is the example we need to
show today and /nsha Allah as in his-
tory, the prayers and the efforts of a
few will relieve the pain of the many.

[ just want to conclude with the
verse from the Holy Qur’an and Al-
lah says, “Hold fast all together by
the rope of Allah and be not divided
and remember the favor of God
which he bestowed upon you when
you were enemies and He united
your hearts in love so that by His
Grace you all became as brothers and
you were on the brink of a pit of fire
but He saved you from it. Thus does
Allah explains to you His commands
that you maybe rightly guided."
Alhamdollilahe Rabilalameen.

TABLIGH ACTIVITIES REPORT
Ali Murtaza, National Secretary Tabligh

During the blessed month of Ramadhan, we received several non-
Ahmadi guests at the mosque. They were given an introduction to Ah-
madiyyat. This month we also visited 4 churches. We conveyed the mes-
sage of Ahmadiyyat along with the Peace brochure. We also approached
two local newspaper regarding our Peace brochures which we distribut-
ed in the last month. Ghulam Rabbi Sahib (Qaid Majlis) has done a tre-
mendous job by distributing 22,000 Peace flyers all over Queens. In East
Queens, Ishaq Rassouji and Ata-al Hassan have worked very hard to dis-
tributed flyers. Tabligh is part of out faith and obligatory on every Ah-
madi. If you need any books or material for spreading the message of
Islam please contact President Sahib or Secretary Tabligh.

By the Grace of Allah we were blessed with one Bai'at this
month. Mr. Bushawn McMillan-El was a second Imam in the Rikers Is-
land county prison, who has converted by the grace of Allah to Ahmad-
iyyat. We all welcome him to our Jama'at. May Allah grant him a
great heart and mind to send our message to the many unfortunate lives
he is around and to follow the true message of Islam.

With Allah's grace, the month of September was a good month
for Tabligh activities. Because it was the month of Ramadan, we had
an average of 4-5 visitors a day, especially at Ifiar time. It was the best
time for them to come and see how and what Ahmadiyyat was, during
our holy month. There was no pressure or any force of issue in terms of
giving them information, which was best of all. Most of the guests were
brought by Fasasi Sanusi Sahib, Respected Atia Farhat Sahiba, Shafiq
Cheema Sahib, Nasir Baccus Sahib, and Ata ul Hassan Sahib. along with
a few other members. We gave out five copies of "The Philosophy of
the Teachings of Islam" in English, and one copy in Arabic.

Jama’at President arranged for two television interviews. One
was with respected Imam Daud Hanif Sahib, and the other was with Ah-
mad Mubarak Sahib.These interviews were played on a Local Program-
ming Channel (Time Warner Cable Channel 96), which has 1.2 million
viewers in the New York Tri-State area. On the same channel, two
small girls went to an event and recited the Qaseedah, which was also
widely enjoyed. Our local newspaper, The Queens Tribune, came and
observed our Eid Ceremony. They wrote a beautiful article regarding
how we conduct our services, the month of Ramadan, and most im-
portantly, our message of peace. Zareef Ahmad Sahib is the distributor
of Tabligh literature During the month of Ramadan, we had five very
solid contacts. We are sending them the appropriate literature in their
desired languages.
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ISLAM AND LOYALTY
TO THE HOMELAND

Maulana Naseem Mahdi
Missionary In Charge And Na’ib Ameer

Transcribed by: Mansura Bashir Minhas

The topic which has been
given to me is “Islam and Loyalty
to the Homeland”.

I will be making a power
point presentation and I hope eve-
rybody can see the slides. The first
point which does not need much
elaboration is the state of affair in
the world and the perception of
Islam and Muslims. This is very
unfortunate that many, many
Americans do not trust Muslims.
There have been many polls, there
have been many discussions and
you ask people and they say
gradually the confidence is erod-
ing and the level of fear is increas-
ing. People start doubting the loy-
alty of the Muslims. They have
been saying, we do not see Mus-
lim clerics speaking about loyalty
forcefully. They keep quiet on is-
sues like this.

And when in the world, a
government- a so-called Islamic
Government says we have to intro-
duce the Sharia Law, there is a
fear that now if the Sharia Law is
enacted, the women are going to
lose all basic rights. Then there
will be harsh punishments. The
non-Muslim minorities will be
treated as second class citizens
etc. And the perception in the
whole world today is that under
the Islamic law- the Sharia Law,

there are no basic human
rights guaranteed. If you go
to the Muslim countries,
there are a lot of people -
very learned and educated
and say that if this is the
Sharia Law where there are
no human rights, where
women are not treated right,
when there are punishments
and the legal system is also
perhaps corrupted, lots of
people are saying now and
this is very unfortunate that
if this is Islam, we are bet-
ter off that we are not Mus-
lims.

And then there are
very big minorities of Mus-
lims in the non Muslim
countries like France, Ger-
many, Norway, Netherlands
and many others like Unit-
ed States of America, Cana-
da and there the govern-
ments are thinking and this
morning the comparison
was made between the free-
dom we enjoy in the United
States of America and other
countries. It was proven
that in that comparison,
United States is number
one. But what has happened
in France, Netherlands,
Germany and Switzerland -

a tiny country which is my second
home, I have served there fore
many, many years and [ never
thought at that time that there will
enact a law that Muslims cannot
build minarets in the mosques. So
this is what is going on in the
world, that those governments are
feeling threatened that these minori-
ties are increasing and we cannot
trust them. We don’t know whether
they are loyal citizens or not.

Let me give you two verses of
the Holy Qur’an. The first verse
which is Chapter 4, verse 59 and |
understand here a secular system of
government is mentioned. God
says:

“Verily, Allah commands you
to give over the trusts to those enti-
tled to them, and that, when you
judge between men, you judge with
justice. And surely excellent is that
with which Allah admonishes you.
Allah is All Hearing, All Seeing.”

And the next verse is:

"O ye who believe, obey God
and obey the Prophet and obey
those in authority from among
you." (Chapter 4: Verse 60)

Now Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community which believes in the
Messiah, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad of Qadian®, very strongly
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believes that Islam promotes a secu-
lar system- a system where there
will be no crisis— where there are
first class citizens, where there are
the Muslims and then there are se-
cond and third class who are non
Muslims. We believe that if you go
through the Holy Qur’an, the Holy
Qur’an teaches us the equality of all
citizens and in the first verse as I
said, it does not say that you vote,
give your trust -that is a vote in a
government, you see who is more
entitled - the Christian or Jew or
non Muslim or an atheist. It really
does not matter, but the matter is
that when the government is estab-
lished, they should deliver justice.

The second verse says, God
after His obedience, talks of obedi-
ence of the Prophet- Prophet Mu-
hammad™ who received the law,
who delivered the law, who not only
delivered the law but enacted the
law, practiced the law. See how he
did it. This is a very interesting sto-
ry and I will not do this because this
is an entirely different subject. And
He says, obey those who are in au-
thority among you- that is the gov-
ernment, the State. So as you obey
God, obey Prophet, you obey in the
same spirit- the government. And
many Muslim scholars, they say that
don’t you see “from among you”,
means that you should only obey
Muslim governments.

Ahmadiyya Muslim Commu-
nity very strongly says that this is
not the intent of this verse and if
Muslims are living in the United
States, they are part of this
society, they are getting all the ben-
efits of this society, they are doing
businesses, they are paying taxes,
they are getting citizenship and how

can they say that this is not
our government and they
have also voted for that
government. We say that
this verse says, any govern-
ment, wherever you are,
you should obey them.

Sometime  people
misunderstand  obedience
and they think obedience,
means that whether it is
good or bad, you have to
agree with the government,
you have no right of dis-
sent, you cannot say no to
them, this is wrong. The
beauty of this country and
many other countries where
democracy is established,
we know that the first step
of democracy is dissent,
opposition. You have the
poll, that how many people
are in favor of the Iraq war
and how many people are
against the Iraq war, how
many people are in favor of
Afghanistan war and how
many are opposed to it.
This is the freedom which
is part of this society. So we
don’t say ‘obedience’ mea-
ns that you don’t have the
right to dissent, you cannot
disagree with the govern-
ment.

Another point which
is discussed in the holy
Qur’an in many and per-
haps dozens of verses and
that is in no circumstances
it is allowed for the Mus-
lims to create disorder. And
disorder of any sort. I give
you one verse here:

“And when he is in authority,
he runs about in the land to create
disorder in it and destroy the crops
and the progeny of man and Allah
loves not disorder.”

So a Muslim cannot do any-
thing which is not loved by Allah.
So for all the Muslims, this is a law.
You cannot create disorder, you
cannot be part of any disorder, you
cannot commit treason, you cannot
do anything which might disturb the
lives of other people.

Another point which is also
part of this discussion- that is the
issue of gratitude. There is a verse
in the Qur’an:

“The reward of goodness is
nothing but goodness*.

There is another verse. God
says::

“Remember also the time
when your Lord declared, ‘If you
are grateful, I will surely bestow
more favors on you. But if you are
ungrateful, then know that my
punishment is severe indeed*.”

If you see both these verses,
God says somebody has done good
to you. The greatest good the United
States has done to us is that this
United States gives us freedom of
choice, freedom of conscience, free-
dom of religion and many Ameri-
cans normally take it for granted.
But we who have seen this, in our
own countries, I'm a Pakistani by
origin and I see that I don’t have
that freedom in my country- Paki-
stan. [ know many Egyptians, would
say this is not guaranteed in
their country. There are many others
where this freedom is not given. If
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this goodness has been done to
me, how on earth I can say, ‘OK, I
cant be loyal and I do not agree
with this’. We have to be grateful
and the Holy Qur’an says that if
you are grateful, you will have a
much heavier shower of Allah’s
grace on you, and if you are un-
grateful, you should know that Al-
lah says my punishment is severe.

So what is happening in the
world, where the governments are
restricting the rights of Muslims,
this is because of their ungrateful-
ness. I remember the Prime Minis-
ter of Australia has been saying in
the last many months, he says I'm
telling Muslims- you have come to
us, we have given you refuge, we
have given you everything, but
you have no right to challenge our
system. You don’t have any right
to tell us what to do and what not
to do. And if you don’t like this,
go home. And he has spoken that
we will perhaps revoke your citi-
zenship, if you don’t like this
country, go home. So this is some-
thing, that why this is happening
more and more, because people
are feeling threatened and people
are saying we cannot trust these
people and they are also not grate-
ful of what is given to them. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad™" said:

“He who does not thank peo-
ple, cannot be thankful to God™.

So this saying of Prophet
Muhammad™" speaks volumes.
The Holy Prophet™ said in anoth-
er saying “ Love of your homeland
— the word is ‘watan (place of resi-
dence) is part of faith”.

So the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad®™ expects from us more than

loyalty, and more than obe-
dience. He said love your
homeland. If you have
adopted United States of
America as your homeland,
this is not a political state-
ment. This is your religious
responsibility that you love
this country and you love it
from the bottom of your
hearts. This is what the Ho-
ly Prophet Muhammad™"
has taught us.

The founder of Ah-
madiyya Muslim Commu-
nity , Hadhrat Mirza Ghu-
lam Ahmad of Qadian™, the
Messiah, he says, “So it
should be the duty of every
Muslim to render true and
sincere obedience®.

I want to highlight
‘true and sincere obedience’
because a lot of time, peo-
ple will pay the lip service
that we are obedient serv-
ants, we are loyal citizens
of this country. He says,
“No, God is watching , this
is your religious responsi-
bility*. He says render ‘true
and sincere’ obedience to
this government. He was
talking of the British gov-
ernment, he was a subject
of British government in
British India. He said, offer
heartfelt gratitude. It's not
just by saying “Oh, we are
very thankful”. It should
come from your heart, and
you are answerable to God
and He knows what is in
your heart. Heartfelt grati-
tude to such an authority
and pray for their welfare.
It is not that you can say

that we are loyal, we are obedient.
He says you have to be sincere and
truly obedient and loyal from the
bottom of your heart. You should
be grateful and not only that, you
should pray for your country.

This is what we want to
preach in this great country and
this is what we are preaching to
the Muslims, that you should come
forward and join hands with us
and this message should be clear
to all 7 million plus Muslims in
the United States of America, that
this is our religious responsibility.
This is not a political experience.
This is our religious responsibility
that we should be loyal and obedi-
ent and grateful to the country we
are living in—United States of
America. And this is our religious
responsibility that we should pray
from the bottom of our hearts for
this great country.

The issue of divided loyalties
is centuries old. It has been an is-
sue among the Christians, it has
been the issue faced by the Catho-
lic Christians in France in the time
of Napoleon Bonaparte. This has
been an issue which President
Kennedy faced. This is the issue
when the discussion was the sepa-
ration between the church and the
state. So Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community very strongly believes
that there must be a separation be-
tween mosque and the state. And
this is something only Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community says among
the Muslims. All other Muslims
say there cannot be separation of
mosque and the state.

Ahmadiyya Muslim Commu-
nity has a system of leadership, we
have a Khalifa, who is appointed
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by election, this office is for life.
Now we have the fifth successor
to the Promised Messiah, Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qa-
dian®™. We say that this is Divinely
guided leadership and that Khalifa
tells us and I quote from Hadhrat
Khalifatul Masih II". He once
wrote,

“ It is the belief of our Com-
munity that according to Islam, a
person must remain loyal to the
country of his  residence.
Loyalty to the government is an
injunction of the Holy Quran and
the Holy Quran is the book of
God. A Khalifa does not have the
right to change this injunction
because the Khalifa is not a dicta-
tor”. So this is from the Divinely
guided leadership of Ahmadiyya
Muslim community, which teach-
es us that you should be
loyal and which has a very strong
message to us that we should be
grateful to the country we live in.

Now, if there are conflicts
between the religion and State, for
example, how should we protest?
This question has been raised by
some youth and they say and
[ tell them that loyalty does not
mean that you don’t have the right
of dissent. Then they say, Ok, can
we partake in civil disobedience.
Can we participate in violent up-
rising? Can we commit treason?
Can we take legal recourse? Can
we migrate from the country if we
don’t like it? The Holy Quran says

“They will reply ‘we were
treated as weak in the land®, they
will say (the angels will say), ‘was
not Allah’s earth vast enough for
you to immigrate therein‘?”

The discussion be-
tween those who were the
weaker and with the angels
is a metaphor. God says the
land of Allah is vast, you
could have migrated from
there. The answer to this is
and [ will not be able to
elaborate because of short-
age of time that Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community says
that you cannot be a part of
a civil disobedience if you
want to protest against a
government. You cant be the
part of violent uprising be-
cause this will create disor-
der. You cannot commit
treason because this is
against the loyalty and loyal-
ty has been established from
the Holy Quran and from the
commandments of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad®™". Yes,
you can have a legal re-
course or you can migrate
from that country.

If a person, if a Mus-
lim lives in the United States
of America, he cannot create
disorder, he cannot be part
of any organization which is
related to any kind of violent
or terror activities. This is
our religious responsibility.
We cannot commit treason
as I said. We cannot be hyp-
ocrites, we cannot live a life
of hypocrisy that we say
something but in our heart
we have a different feeling.
A real believer cannot be a
hypocrite. That is why the
founder of Ahmadiyya Mus-
lim Community says, from
the bottom of your hearts,
you should have a true and

sincere obedience and loyalty and
you should pray for that country.

Now in the end I say that the
flag of Muslims and Islam has been
hijacked by some clerics, by a very
small minority. And if someone
from our family, from our loved one
is hijacked, we don’t sit idle. So we
have to take back that flag from
them, we have to teach and tell peo-
ple that they are not the defenders of
the faith, they are the exploiters of
Faith.

We invite all Muslims to join
in this campaign. Silence is not an
option. We cannot live in this coun-
try as hypocrites. We must be grate-
ful to the people of this great coun-
try and the government because the
Prophet says you cannot be grateful
to God if you are not grateful to the
people. And we cannot create disor-
der. This is our religious duty, pure
and simple. So my brothers and sis-
ters, this is the message of Islam,
this is the message of the Holy
Qur’an. This is the message of
Prophet Muhammad®™" and this is
the message of Hadhat Mirza Ghu-
lam Ahmad Qadiani® - the Messiah,
the founder of Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community. Wherever you are, you
should be loyal to your country.
May God bless us all. Thank you
very much for your patience.

sk ok ok ok ok ok ok

“Love for All
Hatred for None”

ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
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ONE TRUE JAMA’AT— “THOSE LIKE ME
AND MYCOMPANIONS”

Maulana Syed Shamshad A. Nasir

Dear members of the
Jama'at, and honored guests:

My topic is taken from the
famous Hadith of Sayedna wa
Maulana Hadhrat Muhammad
Mustafa®™" in which he predicted
the division that would befall his
Ummah. He said:

“My people will be divided
into 73 sects; all of them are hell-
bound, except one.” The com-
panions inquired: Who will be
that one? The Holy Prophet™"
then revealed a very important
sign which will make that
Jamaat easily recognizable:

“That Jama'at will follow
me and my companions in true
meaning and spirit.”

In Sahih Bukhari, the Holy
Prophet™" described another im-
portant sign of that one true com-
munity: that they would be uni-
fied under one leader, a spiritual
Imam.

When the Holy Prophet™"
mentioned the trials to be faced
in the latter days, one of his fa-
mous  companions  Hadhrat
Huzifah™ said,

“O Messenger of Allah, at
that time, what will be your guid-
ance for us?”

The Holy Prophet™ re-
plied,

“You  should be
among that community that
has one /mam. And if there
is no community of one
Imam, then you should keep
away from all sects, even
though you survive by eat-
ing the roots of trees until
death comes to you.”

In another book of
Hadith, Musnad Ahmad,
there is another clear guid-
ance we get from the Holy
Prophet™" in which he said,

“At that time of trou-
ble, if you see any Khalifa
of God, simply embrace
him, even if you are killed
or all your possessions are
taken away from you.”

In the light of all these
Ahadith of the Holy Proph-
et™ the subject is crystal
clear. Here, another im-
portant point that should be
remembered is that the Ho-
ly Prophet™ informed his
people of the trial of the
Latter Days by saying:

“The time will come
on my people when nothing
will remain of Islam except
its name; the Holy Qur’an
will remain only in its writ-
ings; Muslims will build
big and beautiful mosques

but they will be devoid of guid-
ance; and the greatest trial of the
Ummah will be that the scholars
and Ulema will be the worst crea-
tures under heaven and they will
be the source of all kinds of trials
and spiritual sicknesses.”

Fortunately for all seekers
of guidance, the Holy Prophet™"
did not report only the future spir-
itual sickness of the Ummah, but
also at the same time, he gave the
glad tidings that when these up-
heavals would be at their peak,
then the Gracious God would
send the /mam Mahdi and Prom-
ised Messiah to re-establish the
lost glory of Islam and the Holy
Prophet™”.

In Islam today, the only
people who have recognized and
accepted the Reformer of the Age
in the person of Hadhrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian®™ are
the blessed and fortunate mem-
bers of the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community.

Blessed are you who have
placed your hand in the hand of
the Promised Messiah®™, with the
pledge that you will make all
kinds of sacrifices willingly and
give preference to your faith over
all worldly affairs.

The Holy Prophet™ also
gave another glad tiding that with
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the coming of the Messiah and
Mahdi, there would come back into
the world the rightly-guided Khil-
afat on the pattern of prophet-hood.

[t becomes easy to recognize
this unified ummah which will
faithfully follow the Holy Proph-
et™ and his companions, in light
of verses 3 and 4 in Surah Al-
Jumu’'ah with English translation
by Sir Muhammad Zafrulla Khan™:
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He it is Who has raised
among the unlettered people, and
will raise among others from
among them who have not yet
joined them, a Messenger from
among themselves who recites unto
them His Signs, and purifies them,
and fosters their welfare, and
teaches them the Book and wis-
dom, though before this they had
been in manifest error. He is the
Mighty, the Wise. (62:3-4)

Now we would see a deep
and moving similarity of the later
group, companions of the Promised
Messiah®™ with the earlier one,
companions of the Holy Prophet™".

To understand the parallels of
the later group with the earlier
group, we have to recount some of

the incidents from both pe-
riods. On one hand, there
are heart-warming exam-
ples of faith, certainty of
the acceptance of truth, of
cheerful sacrifice of posses-
sions and lives, and the zeal
which enlightens and in-
creases the faith of true be-
lievers.

On the other hand,
when it comes to the char-
acter, techniques, and cruel-
ties of the unbelievers and
opponents of early Islam,
we observe an uncanny
similarity with the people
of the latter days. We see
the same cruelties: abusive
language, stopping the
faithful from worshipping,
calling them offensive
names, killing them, ston-
ing them, torturing them
with fire, and threatening
them with death if they
don’t denounce their faith.

The similarities are
crystal-clear. The compan-
ions of the Holy Prophet™"
and the followers of Ha-
dhrat Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad® suffered the same
persecution.

The companions of
the Holy Prophet™" learned
steadfastness, patience, and
forbearance from their mas-
ter, the chief of the proph-
ets, Hadhrat Muhammad
Mustafa®™".

In that early period.
the opponents of Islam
changed the Holy Pro-

saw

phet’s™ name from ‘Muhamm-
ad”™, which means ‘the praise-
worthy’, to ‘Muzzamam® which
means ‘the disgraced one’. The
followers of the Holy Prophet **
are called ‘Muslims’ -- those who
submit to God -- but they were
called by the Meccans ‘sabis’
meaning those who change their
faith.

The same treatment is meted
out to us, the followers of the
Promised Messiah™ in the present
day. We are called Kafir instead of
Muslims. We are called ‘ Qadianis’
or ‘Mirzais® instead of ‘ Ahmadis.’

In his Ordinance 20, former
dictator of Pakistan Gen. Zia im-
posed restrictions on Ahmadi Mus-
lims, forbidding them from using
Islamic terminology — even saying
‘Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem.”’
Pakistani Ahmadis cannot recite
the Kalima, cannot worship freely,
cannot greet each other by saying
‘Assalamo Alaikum’. . .

They cannot call their places
of worship “mosques”, and they
are prevented from performing
‘Hajj* or ‘Umrah.” And if they
dare do that, they will be thrown in
jail for three years. In brief, they
cannot present themselves as Mus-
lims in any way.

The Holy Prophet™ and his
followers were treated in the same
manner by their opponents. For
instance, when the treaty of Hudai-
biyah was written, the enemies of
Islam at that time did not allow the
Holy Prophet™ to write ‘Bismil-
lahir Rahmanir Raheem’ either.
They did not allow them to per-
form Hajj and Umrah. They did
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not allow them to worship open-
ly and freely. They physically
prevented the Muslims from
worshipping the One God, and
that is the reason the Muslims
had to offer their prayers in hid-
ing in Dar-e-Arqam. The same
is happening to the Akhireen, the
followers of the Promised Mes-
siah® — they cannot pray in pub-
lic!

Now I would like to pre-
sent some examples of those
who sacrificed their lives ac-
cording to their pledge of alle-
giance to the Holy Prophet™".

Listening to these accounts
of persecution and cruelty
against the companions of our
beloved the Holy Prophet™
makes one’s skin crawl, and the
mind recoil with revulsion.

Once, those cruel oppo-
nents took a piece of cloth and
wrapped it around the Holy
Prophet’s®™ neck and started
twisting it, and almost choked
him to death.

The enemies of Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad® dragged
him into court under false charg-
es of murder.

The opponents of Islam in
Mecca in their national assembly
which was called Darun Nadwa
conspired against the early Mus-
lims and adopted resolutions to
prevent them from practicing
their faith. Likewise in 1974 the
National Assembly of Pakistan
unanimously ratified the 2nd
amendment to the Constitution,
which effectively declared Ah-
madis to be non-Muslims. But

56

they didn’t realize that all
these 72 sects of Islam had
united to declare one sect —
Ahmadiyyat - as non-
Muslim, thus fulfilling the
prophecy [ have already
placed before you by the
Holy Prophet™.

By their declaring Ah-
madis non-Muslim, the tru-
ly prophetic vision of the
Holy Prophet™ becomes
apparent for all to see.

In addition, all other
good attributes of the early
believers in the Holy
Prophet*™™ can be found in
the followers of Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad®.
Globally today, only the
Community of the Prom-
ised Messiah™ is seen to be
following the Sunmnat and
example of the companions
of the Holy Prophet™, of-
fering sacrifices of their
property, honor, and lives,
only for the sake of Allah
and their beloved the Holy
Prophet Muhammad®™".

Now the one sect
mentioned by the Holy
Prophet™" is the Ahmadiy-
yat Muslim Jama at, which
is prevented from saying
the ‘Kalima’, calling the
‘Adhan’, performing Hajj
and propagating its tenets —
just as the Holy Prophet™”
and his companions were
prevented from doing the
same.

This is the Jama'at
that is persecuted in this
civilized 21st century! But
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in response, the members of the
Jama'at have adopted the exam-
ples of patience and fortitude
shown by the companions of the
Holy Prophet™: they have one
Imam which they follow; whatev-
er instruction is given to them,
they are obedient to it. Whenever
the Imam speaks, they respond
immediately to his call. You can-
not find the likes of this Jama'at
anywhere else in the world!

Now 1 will present some
examples of persecution and cru-
elty carried out on the compan-
ions of the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad®™. Although this story of
persecution has been repeated
124,000 times throughout the his-
tory of all the prophets, the perse-
cution reached its peak during the
time of the Holy Prophet™ and
his companions.

Most of the Muslims knew
the Muezzin-e-Rasoolullah, Syed-
na Bilal™. He would receive bru-
tal treatment by his cruel-hearted
master Ummayah. To force him
to denounce the Oneness of God,
he used to drag Bilal along rocky
land, sometimes with heavy
stones on his chest, but Bilal al-
ways declared “4had, Ahad.” and
showed his iron-clad steadfast-
ness in his belief in the unity of
God. Similar inhuman treatment
was given to other slaves.

Hadhrat Khubab bin Urt
belonged to a very noble tribe of
Mecca, but unfortunately he was
enslaved and sold to someone.
As a slave he was made to work
as a blacksmith. After he accept-
ed Islam, the disbelievers used to
pull out burning charcoal from
his own oven and place him on
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those burning coals so that he
would renounce Islam and the Holy
Prophet™",

But he remained steadfast.
Due to such cruel treatment time
and time again, eventually his en-
tire back became white from the
trauma of being in contact with hot
coals. None of these persecutions
shook his faith or made him recant
his belief.

On the request of Banu Qara
and Banu Lahyan ten Qaris were
sent for their training but they
killed seven of them mercilessly
and made three of them hostages.
Hadhrat Abdullah bin Tarig™ tried
to free himself from these cruel
people but they stoned him to death
in a very inhuman manner. This
was the first stoning-to-death inci-
dent in Islam.

Another hostage, Khubab bin
Aadi”, was asked by the non-
believers, “If instead of you, would
you wish that Muhammad were in
your place?”

He replied: “I cannot bear that
even a small thorn pierce the feet
of the Holy Prophet™!” Finally,
when all else failed, they shot and
killed him with arrows.

Another companion, Hadhrat
Haram bin Malham, was shot in the
back with an arrow and when the
blood gushed out from his body, he
took the blood in his hands and
washed his face and body with it,
proclaiming,

“By God, I am successful. By
God of Ka 'ba, 1 am successful.”

Another maltreatment shared
by the early followers of Muham-

mad*™" and the Promised Mes-
siah® is the use of the boycott
against them. During the time
of the Holy Prophet™" he and
the Muslims suffered for three
difficult years because the
Meccans ordered a boycott
against them.

Likewise, boycotts against
Ahmadis are called for regular-
ly by the opponents of Ahmad-
iyyat. In many instances, the
businesses of Ahmadis are
looted or destroyed to prevent
the Ahmadis from making a
living.

The non-believers of
Mecca and their allies went on
the war-path against the Holy
Prophet and his companions
many times: at the battles of
Badr, Uhud, the Battle of the
Ditch at Medina, the conflicts
of Hunain and Tabuk, and so
on. In each such battle, the
companions of the Holy
Prophet™" were ready to sacri-
fice everything to protect the
Holy Prophet and the young
faith.

During that terrible bat-
tle, Hadhrat Talha bin Ubeidal-
lah™, Hadhrat Zubair bin
Awam"™, and Hadhrat Sa’d bin
Wagqqas™ had an extraordinary
opportunity to guard the Holy
Prophet™. The enemy at-
tacked the position of the Holy
Prophet™ relentlessly. Ha-
dhrat Talha™ stood in front of
the Holy Prophet*™ and
blocked the on-coming arrows
with his bare hands. Arrows
pierced his palms, swords cut
his fingers and arms, but he

did not move from his defense of the
Holy Prophet™. It was found that
he received 70 severe injuries in this
battle. The Holy Prophet™ said
about Talha, that he had attained
martyrdom in his very life.

In one gathering, his compan-
ions solemnly assured the Holy
Prophet™" that they were not like the
companions of Moses™ who had said
to Moses:

“Go with your God and fight
them — we will wait here.”

They continued:

But we will fight in front of
you, we will fight at your back, we
will fight on your left and we will
fight on your right. The enemy will
not reach you unless they step over
our dead bodies.

And history witnessed how
faithfully they kept their word!

Another young companion of
the Holy Prophet™", Hadhrat Amar™
was brutally persecuted. The oppo-
nents would place him on burning
coals and then put him in water.
Once when they were torturing him
with hot coals, the Holy Prophet™"
passed by. He observed the condi-
tion of Hadhrat Amar™ and said,

“O fire, be cool on Amar as
you became cool on Abraham.”

Despite all these persecutions,
the cruel people could not shake the
faith of the believers.

The mother of Hadhrat Amar™
was also horribly attacked by none
other than Abu Jahl, who pierced her
private parts with a spear, martyring
her. The persecution continued but
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could not shake the faith of any
of the early Muslims.

All of us know that Allah,
the Almighty, commissioned the
Promised Messiah™ in our age for
the revival of Islam and for the
strengthening of Islamic Shariah.

The prophecy of the
Qur’anic verse: “Wa Aakhareen
na min hum lamma yalhagoo bay
him.”

has been fulfilled in his per-
son, and through his followers.
According to an authentic Had-
ith, the Holy Prophet™, while
placing his blessed hand on the
shoulder of Salman Farsi™
(Salman, the Persian), pointed
out the advent of "A Man or Men
of the Persian Race."

The idea of the resemblance
with the “Sahaba" is of great sig-
nificance. From one angle it be-
stows a great honor and conveys
glad tidings. From another point
of view, the mighty prophecy re-
minds us of the great responsibil-
ity we have to emulate the char-
acteristics of the Sahaba, regard-
ing Faith and the sacrifices that
are part of one's faith. By Allah's
grace, as the result of the Prom-
ised Messiah's®™ un-tiring efforts,
his companions were filled with
the zeal to make similar sacrific-
es.

The sacrifice of one's life is
rightly termed as "the supreme
sacrifice." I would like to refer to
such sacrifices of the Promised
Messiah's companions, and by
some members belonging to suc-
ceeding generation of devout Ah-
madis.

From the beginning,
members of Jama'at Ah-
madiyya have been awarded
the verdict of death. In 1884
the Promised Messiah * was
given the verdict of blasphe-
my for declaring himself the
Mujaddid of the century. In
1892, 175 scholars of Islam
pronounced a verdict of blas-
phemy against him, a pro-
nouncement that totaled 277
pages.

[Al Fazl, June 2, 2010]

These verdicts had the
effect of agitating not only
Muslims of the country, but
also Hindus, Sikhs, Chris-
tians, and even the English
government  against  the
founder of the community,
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad®, with many now eager
to destroy him.

The hatred fomented
by the opponents caused
people to try to Kkill the
Promised Messiah®™. That
was not all. Many false cas-
es were filed against him in
which a verdict of ‘guilty’
could have caused the death
penalty to be applied.

Allah Ta'ala saved him
from all these evil attempts
of his opponents to bring
abut his ruin, imprisonment
or demise.

The first miracle of Je-
sus® recorded in the Bible
was when he changed water
into wine at a wedding, the
only result being physical
drunkenness. But the Prom-

ised Messiah™ changed the pol-
luted spiritual water of the people
who accepted him into the spiritu-
al wine that intoxicated them with
the love of God, the Holy Proph-
et™, the Holy Qur’an and the
religion of Islam.

Now I present the sacrifices
offered by the companions of the
Promised Messiah®™, in the same
manner offered by the compan-
ions of the Holy Prophet *".

During the lifetime of the
Promised Messiah®, there were
two companions who were mar-
tyred in Afghanistan. Maulvi Ab-
dur Rahman Sahib, was strangled
to death, in the Royal Prison.
Later on, Hadhrat Sahibzada Syed
Abdul Latif™, was stoned to death
in a brutal manner. Sahibzada
Sahib was a man of great honor
and prestige. He was highly re-
spected across the length and
breadth of Afghanistan for his
extraordinary knowledge, piety,
and his nobility -- he was a de-
scendant of the Holy Prophet™".
From a worldly point of view, he
was respected like a prince, for
his vast estates and large number
of followers.

The Mullahs, after their de-
feat in the field of arguments, de-
cided to subdue him by "Farwa" -
- religions decree -- but Sahibza-
da Sahib remained firm, like a
rock, with reference to his wife,
young children, and worldly pos-
sessions. He even ignored the
last-minute Royal persuasion, and
bravely and cheerfully accepted
death, like Hadhrat Khubaib Bin
Adi™ and companions of the Holy

saw

Prophet™".
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Two decades later, in 1924,
another =~ Ahmadi missionary,
Maulvi Nematullah, was stoned
to death in Afghanistan. He too,
remained steadfast. In fact the
road of Jamaat’s history is lit by
the milestones of martyrdom!

Slowly but surely, these ef-
forts of the enemies converged
into big campaigns, and in 1934,
the Ahrar group announced that
“We will destroy Ahmadis in Qa-
dian and nobody will be able to
recognize the grave of Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad®. And nobody
will know what Ahmadiyyat is,
not even in the areas surrounding
Qadian.”

Hadhrat Musleh Mau’ood™
at that point advised the Jama 'at
to show patience and forbear-
ance, and in one of his Friday
sermons he said,

“I am thankful to my
friends and I am happy with their
actions, that they showed pa-
tience and forbearance despite the
fact that agitations were raised
against them....

For the betterment of the
Jama'at 1 asked you not to speak
up. I tied your hands, even
though I know that your hearts
are full of sincerity and full of
love which you have for the
Promised Messiah® and his com-
munity."

Then he said: "Can anybody
tell what crime we have commit-
ted? For what are we being per-
secuted? The Government
should know that, although we
are people of patience and for-
bearance, but still, we have

hearts. And our hearts feel

the pain.

And if they be hurt
without any reason, from
these hearts a prayer shall go
forth which will shake the
earth and the heavens, as a
result of which God’s throne
will be shaken. And when
the throne of God is shaken,
the earth will bear the calam-
ities."

At that point, Hadhrat
Musleh Mau’ood™ initiated
the program of Tahrik-e-
Jadid.  And he asked mem-
bers to incline towards Allah
with supplication and bring
about remarkable change in
themselves that will divert
the storms of opposition
against the Ahmadiyya Mus-
lim Community.

Hadhrat Musleh Mau-
ood™ said: "The Ahrar be-
gan to oppose us in 1934, At
that time I announced in one
of my Friday sermons
that we should not be wor-
ried about the Ahrar cam-

paign.

God will give victory to
me and to my Jama 'at; and 1
can see the earth moving un-
der the feet of our enemies,
and I can see their defeat ap-
proaching. And no matter
how many plans they make,
how many slogans they raise,
[ can see their death."

This is a prophecy as
well, that whenever an oppo-
nent will try to attack Ah-
madiyyat, he will lose

ground and he will always be de-
feated.

Allah Ta'ala did not fulfill
the desire of our enemies; rather,
He hoisted the flag of Ahmadiyyat
in 195 countries.

Lootnay Niklay thay.....

My dear Brothers!

All the major cities and im-
portant towns of the four provinces
of Pakistan have witnessed the
martyrdom of brave Ahmadi men
and women. [ would like to men-
tion the sacrifice of Sahibzada Mir-
za Ghulam Qadir, a great-grandson
of the Promised Messiah®™. After
successfully completing his degree
work in computer-science, he re-
turned to Rabwah (The Jama'at
Headquarters) as a "Devotee" and
took charge of the computer de-
partment.

An extremist organization,
"Lashkar Jhangvi", hatched a con-
spiracy to kidnap Mirza Ghulam
Qadir and put him in their car,
which was loaded with guns, am-
munition and "Burgas" etc. They
wanted to present Mirza Ghulam
Qadir and the loaded car as proof
of the Jama'at's involvement in
terrorism, which was rampant at
that time.

If their plan was successful,
the whole of Pakistan would rise
up against Ahmadis. It would have
claimed thousands of Ahmadi
lives. Sahibzada Sahib was firm
and resisted, and as a result of that
he was killed in his own car. The
terrorists failed to transfer his body
to their car, as the passengers of a
bus saw the killing and called the
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police. The cowardly culprits fled
the site but were chased and killed
by the police in a counter-attack at
Lalian. Thus Mirza Ghulam Qadir
gave his blood to avert a painful
tragedy. May Allah bless his soul.

Ahmadis have laid down their
lives in other countries like India,
Bangladesh, etc. I would like to
relate the martyrdom of an Ah-
madi in the United States, Dr. Mu-
zaffar Ahmad of Detroit, who was
assassinated in cold blood at the
door of his home by fanatic terror-
ists. America is truly a land of the
free. People converge on the U.S.
for religions freedom, peace and
opportunity. Unfortunately, some
religions extremists have also
landed here.

And this killing of Ahmadis
in the name of Allah is still contin-
uing. In two Ahmadi mosques in
Lahore, terrorists attacked and
killed 86 of our members on May
28th. More than 100 were injured.
The members of the Jama'at do
not despair — part of their soul
cries and the other one smiles.
These two feelings of happiness
and pain go hand-in-hand, and we
have full trust in our Lord.

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih al-
Khamis®™® said in his Friday ser-
mon on June 4th, 2010:

[ telephoned the family mem-
bers of the martyrs and offered my
condolences and tried to console
them, and in each house children,
wives, brothers, mothers, and fa-
thers, were at peace with the de-
cree of Allah. And this was ex-
pressed by each and every person,
that this sacrifice which we offered
is nothing. We are ready to sacri-

fice  everything, even
though if we have to offer
our last drop of blood for
the community of the
Promised Messiah™.

Hazoor™ said that
these great members of the
community gave their lives
in the way of Allah while
praying and while reciting
Durood Shareef — two of
the things forbidden for
them to do by the laws and
constitution of Pakistan. .

He continued to say,
blessed are the members of
the Ahmadiyya community
in Lahore who showed this
kind of  steadfastness.
There is a revelation of the
Promised Messiah® con-
cerning the members of La-
hore that says:

There are our holy
members in Lahore and our
pious lovers are in Lahore.

Therefore, this is a
great honor and status
which is given to you, and
you have to safeguard this
honor. Therefore, O Ah-
madi mothers, let not these
holy and faith-increasing
sentiments and thoughts
fade away and die; as long
as these sentiments remain
in you with full spiritual
power, no enemy can harm
this Jama'at at all.

No doubt these martyrs
were the symbols of right-
eousness like the compan-

saw

ions of the Holy Prophet™".

They did offer their lives for the
honor, glory and majesty of Allah,
[slam and the Holy Prophet™ and
earned the accolade Razi Allah An-
ho...."

You drank the glass of martyr-
dom with a smile on your lips

How beautifully this worship was
accepted in the heavens

In one leap you joined the early
companions

you taught a great lesson of brav-
ery to the world

This honor you gained was a mir-
acle of the Messiah

When your blood will bring col-
or, the world will see how the
madness of the Cruel will vanish,

the terrible condition of the Mul-
lah will be witnessed by the
world

the world will see how enemies
will bow in defeat

And peace will descend from
heaven, the world will see

O innocent martyrs of Islam I
salute you with flowing tears

Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood™
praised the sacrifice of life of Abdul
Lateef. Upon his martyrdom, the
Promised Messiah™ said,

O Abdul Lateef, thousands of
blessings be upon you, and during
my lifetime you have shown the ex-
ample of the perfect truth. I do not
know what the people of my
Jama'at will do after my death.

This statement of the Promised
Messiah® is enough to jolt us awake
and to remind us of our responsibili-
ties. The 86 sincere members of the
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Jama’at in Lahore, following in
the footsteps of the companions of
the Holy Prophets®™, have rekin-
dled the spirit of true sacrifice for
the faith. In the holy procession of
martyrs there was a 9l-year-old
retired general and a 17-year-old
college student. In a respectful
practical reply to the “Tazkara-
Tush-Shahada-Tain” question,
every drop of the blood shed in the
two mosques of Lahore, resonates:

Our beloved master!
We are in a state of readiness to
lay down our lives.

Qur beloved master!
We are 1n a state of readiness to
accomplish martyrdom.

Our beloved master!
We are in a state of readiness to
offer the supreme sacrifice.

Allow me to say that when-
ever the demand of greater and
greater sacrifice will be made of
the sincere servants of the Prom-
ised Messiah™, keeping in mind
the examples of the companions of
the Holy Prophet™, the same
voice of cheerful submission will
be raised by each and every one,
from the east. west, north and

south,

“Labbak ya sayedi, labbak ya
sayedi, labbak ya sayedi!”

In the end, I implore all of us
present today to evaluate ourselves
and see if we live our lives as a
fulfillment of this prophecy of Ra-
soole  Karim®™" and identify
through our actions that we have
the qualities of the Akhireen.

We need to remember the
admonition of Promised Messiah™
when he said,

"Though I am grateful to
God Almighty for such good
friends, yet it is a part of my
faith that even if there re-
mains not a single person
with me and all of them go
their way leaving me alone, |
would still have no fear. I
know that God Almighty is
with me.

Even if I am trampled
underfoot and crushed and
become less than a particle,
and [ experience persecution
and abuse and curses from
every direction, still I shall
ultimately be victorious. No
one knows me, but He is with
me. I cannot be destroyed.

Vain are the efforts of
my enemies and useless are
the designs of the envious
ones. O ye foolish and blind
ones! was there ever a right-
eous one before me who was
ruined so that I should be ru-
ined?

Was there ever a truly
faithful one who was de-
stroyed by God in humilia-
tion, so that He should de-
stroy me?

Listen carefully and re-
member that my soul is not
liable to destruction and that
my nature is not prone to fail-
ure. [ have been bestowed
such courage and veracity
against which mountains are
as nothing. I am not afraid of
anyone.

My enemies will be hu-
miliated and those envious of
me will be put to shame, and
God will bestow victory upon

His servant in every field. I am with
Him and He is with me. Nothing can
break our relationship.

I swear by His honor and glory
that I hold nothing dearer in this
world and in the hereafter, than that
the greatness of His religion may be
manifested, His glory may shine
forth and His Word may be exalted.

By His grace, I am not afraid
of any trial, even if I am confronted
not with one but with ten million
trials. I have been bestowed strength
in the field of trials and in the jungle
of agonizing persecutions."

[Anwarul Islam, Roohani Khaza'in]

Thus, brothers and sisters. |
have presented to you, the beautiful
fragrance of blossoms of Masih-e-
Muhammadi'’s flower garden. Mere
mention of their sacrifices, loyalty,
love and devotion overwhelms us
and tears roll down our eyes and our
hearts naturally invoke Darood Sha-
rif on Hadhrat Muhammad**".

Yes, the same beloved upon
whom Durood was being invoked

when those devotees of Lahore
mosques offered their lives. What
an unmatched beloved he is! That

much-loved one., who after 1400
years, is uniting the latter ones with
the earlier ones, and all have trav-
ersed this thousand years® distance
in a few moments and turned the
barren ground into a garden of blos-
soming flowers. Truly, every bless-
ing is due to our beloved Muham-
mad Mustafa*".

whkkkkhk
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MARTYRDOM IN LAHORE:
OUR REACTION AND RESPONSE

Maulana Naseem Mahdi
Missionary In Charge and Na’ib Ameer USA

Transcribed by: Mansura Bashir Minhas

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an:
Sura Al-Fatiha

The incident of Lahore is very
well known to all the members of the
Jama’at. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih
Vv has discussed the details of eve-
ry Shahadat in his Friday sermons.
This incident highlights the courage
of the members of the Jama'at. It
highlights their discipline, their sense
of sacrifice and their sense of giving
precedence to others. Just recently,
in another attack in Lahore, on a
shrine or tomb of Hadhrat Data Ganj
Bakhsh™ has shown a different pic-
ture. Lot of people died in stampede
after that attack. But in Darul Zikr
and the mosque in Model Town,
there was no stampede. People knew
they are being attacked and nobody
ran. Amir Sahib, Lahore was told to
leave that place and go to a shelter
and he said ‘How can I leave my
community and go and take shelter
when people are being attacked?’
And when he was wounded, he had a
microphone in his hands and he was
just telling people, ‘you please re-
member Allah and say Durood Sha-
rif*. There were people who had lost
loved ones right there and they were
not worried about them and they
were worried about all and how
could they get out and help them.
This kind of incident, we have not
seen in the history of Jama'ar and
everybody (in 190 countries) have

felt the pain of this loss,
everybody’s heart was
touched, whether they were
in Africa or Asia or Europe
or North America, they did
present that ‘Uswa’ of Ha-
dhrat Muhammad®", when-
ever he was pained, he
said ,“Our eyes are shed-
ding tears, our hearts are
grieved, but we are resigned
to the will of Allah. And we
are satisfied with the decree
of Allah™.

In the life of Hadhrat
Muhammad®™¥, may inci-
dents have happened where
his beloved Sahaba were
martyred. One incident was
right after the Battle of
Uhud and from the tribes of
Raal and Zaklam and Banu
Lahyan, they came to the
Holy Prophet™ and said
we are interested in the
study of Islam, please send
some people to teach us.
And this was a deception.
Hadhrat Muhammad™" sent
70 Sahaba and all of them
were Huffaz, they had
memorized the Holy Qur’an
and they went there and
they were martyred one by
one. Whenever an attacker
came to them and they
said , “Look here, we are

not here to fight, we are here to teach
the Holy Qur’an™. But one by one,
they were butchered. And this was
something which has already grieved
community, those who have lost 70
Sahaba in the Battle of Uhud. And
when Hazoor*™™" himself was wound-
ed, so this wan another trial. And
they took it as a trial and remained
resigned to the will of Allah.

[ will be highlighting five
points- what should be our reaction
and response to this incident.

The first once is mentioned in
this verse which I just have recited in
the very beginning. And that says
that there are people who have al-
ready fulfilled their vow, their pledge
and there is a queue of people behind
them and they are ready to do the
same.

Allah says, *“ Among the be-
lievers are men who have been true
to the Covenant they made with Al-
lah. There are some of them, who
have fulfilled their vows and some
who still wait and they have not
changed their condition in the least™.

The first reaction of ours
should be that we have all made that
Covenant and we have all made that
pledge of Bai'at and some of them
have gone ahead of us and offered
their lives and if time comes, and if
it is required from us to offer our
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lives, we will not hesitate and we will
say’ Here we are, Labaik, Allahuma
Labbaik- Here 1 am, O my lord! If
my life is needed, I am ready to of-
fer’.

Remember, you cannot find a
more courageous person than a per-
son who is ready to die. Remember
also a nation who is ready to sacrifice
everything and most importantly
their lives, nobody can kill that com-
munity, nobody can eliminate that
community, nobody can harm that
community. So by the grace of Allah,
we are the community of Hadhrat
Masih Mau’ood®, we are the com-
munity of Hadhrat Muhammad®"
and we are here to offer everything
for the sake of Allah. When I talk
about offering everything for the sa-
ke of Allah, this reminds me the
pledge of Bai'at and pledge of
Bai’at is my second point.

It is mentioned in Chapter 9,
verse 111, Surah Tauba. Allah says:

“Surely, Allah has purchased of
the believers their persons and their
property in return for the Paradise
they shall have; they fight in the
cause of Allah, and they slay and are
slain- a promise that He has made
incumbent on Himself in the Torah,
and the Gospel, and the Quran. And
who is more faithful to this promise
than Allah? Rejoice, then, in your
bargain which you have made with
Him; and that it is which is the su-
preme triumph”.

The word ‘bargain’ is translated
in Arabic, the word is Bai'at. You
have made a bargain. Allah says I
have made a bargain, I have pur-
chased from the believers their lives
and their properties and in return I
will give them the paradise of my
pleasure. So our response should be,
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we analyze ourselves. We
should be worried whether
our Bait is just a lip service
or this is a Bai 'at in the real
sense of the word.

Hadhrat Masih Mau-
‘0ood™ says,

“Let me make it clear
that to affirm the covenant
of Bait with the tongue
alone amounts to nothing,
unless it is practiced with
full resolve.”

So  our  response
should be, we should ana-
lyze ourselves, that the cov-
enant of bait we have made,
where do we stand, are we
fulfilling it or not? Or are
we ready to fulfill it in the
sense that we are ready to
sacrifice our life and prop-
erty.

Now Allah has used
the word * a deal’, * a bar-
gain’. What is that deal,
what is that bargain? That
you offer your life, you of-
fer your property. Now Ha-
dhrat Muhammad®™" who
was the beautiful model for
us, he once said:

“My strongest desire
is that I may be martyred in
the way of Allah. And then
revived again and then I am
martyred again in the way
of Allah and then I am re-
vived and I give my life for
the sake of Allah, etc. etc”.

Hadhrat Muhammad™"
set this example by very
clearly mentioning his de-
sire. But Allah could not
fulfill this desire because
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this is against a law of Allah men-
tioned in the Holy Qur’an that He
would not let people to kill the
Prophets to create a confusion about
their truth and also He would not go
against His promise which was given
to him- ” That Allah will save you
from the harm of people™.

But he showed his desire, but
this does not mean that he did not go
through these trials. Once he was sit-
ting among the Sahaba and the narra-
tor says that I can still (after so many
years), see the face of Hadhrat Mu-
hammad™"”, so it means that there
was an extraordinary expression on
that face. I could see as if he is talk-
ing to me , to the Sahaba right now.
And what he was saying, he said”
Should I not tell you the story of a
Prophet, when his people were
throwing stones on him and his body
was bleeding and he was wiping
blood from his face and he was say-
ing ‘Oh Allah! Guide my people be-
cause they don’t know what they are
doing’. Do you know who that
Prophet was? He did not mention the
name of that Prophet. That Prophet
was Hadhrat Muhammad Mustafa®™"
himself. But he didn’t want to men-
tion to his own Sahaba, that look
what I have offered for the sake of
Islam. He said, ‘Should I not tell you
the story of a prophet?* When he
went to 7aif, it happened to him and
he just prayed for them that ,’Oh Al-
lah! They don’t know what they are
doing’.

When we talk of the sacrifice of
our wealth, our properties mentioned
in this verse. All his life, the Holy
Prophet Muhammad*®" sacrificed
everything in the sake of Allah. Eve-
rything means everything. He did not
eat anything in his house and distrib-
uted among the poor and needy. Sa-
haba of Hadhrat Muhammad*™" set
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this very beautiful example. And in
this time and age, the practice is re-
vived by Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood®
and his Sahaba. And we all know, by
the grace of Allah, our Jama'at in
the United States of America is also
offering great financial sacrifices for
the sake of Allah. These sacrifices
are a revival of what has happened
1400 hundred years ago and what
has happened 100 years ago. A con-
tinuous tradition in the Jama'at Ah-
madiyya, that we revive what has
been dome in the time of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad™ and his Sa-
haba. So my brothers and sisters,
Allah says ‘ Either you give your life
or give your property”. So let us see
how we can improve the sacrifices
for the sake of Allah.

The third point which I would
like to make is mentioned in the
verse of Surah Sajdah:

“Verily those who say our Lord
is Allah and then remain steadfast,
angels descend on them and they say
we are with you in this life and Here-
after”.

This is a very long subject men-
tioned in those verses.

So our third reaction is, we
should ask the question, I should ask
this question to me. Everybody
should ask this question. Can I say,
not just the lip service, in the real
sense of the word, from the bottom
of my heart, with conviction,
'Rabbunallah’- my Lord is Allah.
Can we have that relationship which
is needed with Him and not only
that, are we steadfast on this state-
ment. Because we say something and
then we don’t practice it. We say
something and then we forget about
it. We are not consistent in our effort.
So my brothers and sisters, we
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should remember that Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau-"00d™ has
written and I have so many
quotations but I will not be
reading them. I will give
you the gist. On many occa-
sions, he has said that I do
no want you to get involved
in lame discussions, I don’t
want to improve your dry
logic because I have not
come to teach you logic,
how to attack on the enemy
with arguments, 1 have
come to develop personal
relationship with Allah and
Tagwa and righteousness.
So we should improve our
Tagwa and righteousness
and our personal relation-
ship with Allah in response
to what has happened in
Lahore.

The forth reaction is
which is mentioned about
Hadhrat Lut® in Chapter
11, verse 81. Hadhrat Lut®
said,

“Would that I have
power to deal with you or I
should betake myself to a
mighty support”. Rukn-e-
Sahdeed is the word of Al-
lah. It means that I have not
worldly power. I have only
one option and that option
is that I go to Allah and
supplicate. And this is what
Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood™
has said:

“We have not been
given to armament, we have
not been given the worldly
cannon and worldly fire
power. We have been given
only one weapon and that is
the weapon of Dua, suppli-
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cation and prayer. Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih Khamis®™ has been
saying this, almost in every sermon
since his Khilafat started that you
should pray and pray and pray be-
cause everything should be done
through prayer.

The fifth point and the last
point is that there shouldn’t be any
loss of hope or any doubt about the
victory of hamadryad. Because I
have seen many people, they come
and they say we don’t know what is
going to happen in Pakistan and the
Mullahs are very powerful and they
have so much arms and so much
money. Let us not lose hope and our
faith in our victory should not be
shaky. And this has been promised
in the Holy Quran and this has been
promised in the revelation of Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau’ood™.

This also includes that we should
have firm faith that Allah is going to
seize all the enemies of Ahmadiyyat
as he has done in the past 125 years.
And then for this victory, we should,
for this victory (which is going to
happen and there is no doubt about
it, no body can change it). We have
to see how we can be the part of that
victory by offering our lives, by of-
fering our properties, by offering our
time and honor and we should plan
that may Allah make this country -
United States of America, that
should become number one in that
victory. And this will happen with
prayers and with sacrifice.

Let me give you in the end, a
quotation of Hadhrat Masih Mau-
ood® and his firm faith about his
victory and about his success. First
in Urdu, in the original word. Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau’ood® writes and
this shows and highlights his strong
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belief that Allah is with him and
Allah is going to make sure that he
1s victorious in the end. He writes
(English translation is as follows):

“Though I am grateful to Al-
lah for such good friends, yet it is a
part of my faith that even if there
remains not a single person with
me, and all of them go their way,
leaving me alone, I would still have
no fear. I know that God Almighty
is with me, even if I'm trampled
under foot and crushed and become
less than a particle and experience
persccution, and abuse and curses
from every direction, still 1 shall
ultimately be victorious. No one
knows me, but He is with me, I
cannot be destroyed. Vain are the
efforts of my enemies and useless
are the designs of the envious ones.
O ye foolish and blind ones! Was
there ever a righteous one before
me who was ruined so that I should
be ruined? Was there ever a truly
faithful one, who was destroyed by
God in humiliation so that He
should destroy me. Listen carefully
and remember that my soul is not
liable to destruction and that my
nature is not prone to failure. I have
been bestowed such courage, honor
and glory that I hold nothing dearer
in this world and in the Hereafter
than that the greatness of His reli-
gion may be manifested. His glory
may shine and His word may be
exalted by His Grace. 1 am not
afraid of my trials, even if I am
confronted with not one, but with
ten million trials. I have been be-
stowed strength in the field of tri-
als, in the jungle of agonizing per-
secution.”

L R
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FAMILY PEACE FESTIVAL

Rizwan Sindhoo, Tabligh Secretary,
Richmond, VA.

An interfaith event is an important part of the Family Peace Festi-
val. It includes members of the Baha'i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jew-
ish, Muslim, and Sikh communities. The festive day also includes arts &
crafts and games for the children, and a variety of ethnic and internation-
al food, as well as arts and crafts vendors. This extends a great opportuni-
ty for the groups to engage in interfaith dialogue and share their beliefs
and practices. For the Ahmadiya Muslim Community such opportunities
open new doors and horizons to convey the message of the Promised
Messiah™.

CONTRIBUTION OFAHMADIYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY

Ahmadiya Muslim Community, Richmond VA, shares the space for
Friday and Fajar Prayers and monthly meetings, renting from Unitarian
Universalist Community Church, of Glen Allen VA. We joined hand
with UUCC and took part in the Family Peace Festival and had adjacent
booths. From Ahmadiya Muslim Community 5 Lajna, 5 Khudam and 3
Ansar took part from start to finish. Event started at 11.00 am, but we
reached at 10.00 to set up our booth. Jama’at members were also able to
come and attend the festival. Lajna and Khudam were able to visit all the
participating vendor booths and distributed our “Muslim for Peace” flyer
and invited them to the booth. We distributed about 250 Muslims For
Peace flyers, and about 100 other flyers regarding Jihad, and Ahmadiya
Muslim Community. We also had several Jama'at’s books and Holy
Qur’an on display. We had a guest register for the guest to sign and pro-
vide their comments if they are interested in further contact and literature
of the Jama'at. 66 people signed the register. Our Lajna provided Henna
Tattoos free of cost to girls and women of all ages. It was the most popu-
lar activity of the festival and generated plenty of interest. We also had
cookies, candies and chocolates to offer our visitors.

President of Richmond Brother Muhammad Owusu along with his
family was able to join us towards the latter half of the festival, as he had
just arrived from Ghana a few hours ago. It was an excellent exposure for
the Jama'at to share its message with the masses. All the people who
came to Ahmadiya Muslim Community booth showed great interest in
learning about Islam and its concept of Jihad. By the grace of Allah Al-
mighty it was a successful event from the Jama 'at s perspective to share
Islam’s message for peace across very diverse audience, and the mem-
bers of Jama'at took part with great sincerity and vigor. Lajna did splen-
did job in making this a success. May Allah Kareem bless every one for
their efforts and enable them to be the true recipients of the prayers of
Khalifatul Masih V**,
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ZIKR-E-HABIB: FORGIVENESS AND
FORBEARANCE

Dr. Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad
Transcribed by: Hammad Malik

Tashahud, Ta awuz, Tasmia.

Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood® said
that prophethood is divided into two
parts — one is marked by difficulties
and hardship and the other is marked
by victory and triumph. There is a di-
vine wisdom behind this arrangement
so that prophets may manifest excel-
lence of their morals in both phases of
prophethood. On another occasion
Hazoor" said.,

“Prophets are very courageous
and brave people who face immeasur-
able challenges and suffering in carry-
ing out their mission. Nobody else,
however strong or brave, can endure
such hardships.” The same is true of
the Promised Messiah who submitted
completely and absolutely to his be-
loved master Hadhrat Muhammad™
in all aspects of character and morals.
Hazoor™ manifested forbearance for
the ignorant and the arrogant and for-
giveness for his enemies, even under
extreme adversity. He called on us to
adhere to the same high morals that he
himself practiced. The Promised Mes-
siah stated in one of his speeches,
“What have our opponents done to us?
They have spared no effort to harm us
and hurt us but we are still ready to
forgive all of their transgressions; so
you, who associate with me. remember
that you must sympathize with every-
body regardless of one’s religion and
be kind irrespective of one’s ethnicity
and creed.”

In the early days of the Promised

Messiah®™, the majority of
the population of Qadian
consisted of Hindus and
Sikhs. Two of these Hin-
dus, Lala Malawamal and
Lala Sharampat, are well
known in the history of Ah-
madiyyat. Both of these
gentlemen witnessed the
fulfillment of many of the
Promised Messiah’s proph-
ecies, a few of which di-
rectly related to them.
Many of these revelations
were from well before the
time when Hazoor® found-
ed the Jama'at and started
taking Bai at. In spite of the
fact that these gentlemen
witnessed the glaring truth
concerning the future fore-
told by the Promised Messi-
ah®, they rarely missed an
opportunity to oppose him.
When the Minaratul Masih
was being built, the Hindus
from Qadian complained to
the deputy commissioner
that the interior space of
their homes would be ex-
posed to anyone who stood
at the top of the minaret and
thus compromise the priva-
cy within their homes. And

in view of that, they
claimed the construction
should be immediately

stopped. The deputy com-
missioner came to Qadian
and inquired from the

Promised Messiah® about this objec-
tion. Hazoor® explained the reason
for the construction of the minaret. He
then turned to Hindus who had ac-
companied the deputy commissioner
and said “Ask Lala Badamal who is
sitting here whether there was ever a
time when they needed any help and I
refrained from providing it to them
and also ask them that whenever they
had an opportunity to harm me, did
they not avail it?” Hadhrat Hafiz
Roshan Ali*® sahib stated that Lala
Badamal was visibly ashamed and did
not have the courage to look towards
Hazoor®, much less respond to his
comments.

Pundit Lekhram, a religious
scholar who was a staunch enemy of
Islam and the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad*™”, arrived in Qadian and was
aided and supported by these same
Hindus of Qadian in his effort to
abuse the Promised Messiah”. They
fed him all kinds of lies about
Hazoor® which made him more abu-
sive and disrespectful towards the
Promised Messiah® and the Holy
Prophet™". Eventually,  Pundit
[Lekhram was Killed in response to the
prayers and prophecy of Hadhrat
Masih Mau’ood™. Hindus and Arya
Samaj, including Lala Shrampat, ac-
cused the Promised Messiah™ of mas-
terminding the murder of Pundit
Lekhram and wanted the government
to prosecute Hazoor™. And yet, while
on one hand Lala Shrampat laid slan-
der upon Promised Messiah’s™ name,
on the other hand he asked for help
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from the Promised Messiah® at the
same time. During this whole episode,
Lala Shrampat became sick and he
came to Hazoor™ for medicine.
Hazoor” gave him the medicine and
asked him if he truly considered
Hazoor® the enemy responsible for the
murder of Lekhram. If so, Hazoor™
asked, did he then think it was appro-
priate to take Hazoor’s* medicine. La-
la Shrampat replied: “We trust you.
Please give us the medicine.”

The same Lala Shrampat, who
had joined other Arya Hindus in accus-
ing the Promised Messiah® for the
murder of Lekhram, once fell ill due to
an infection in his abdomen and be-
lieved he was going to die. When Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau’ood® found out
about his illness, he visited his home
located in a dark and narrow alley. The
Promised Messiah® appointed his own
personal doctor, Muhammad Abdullah,
to treat Lala Shrampat — he was the
only doctor in Qadian at the time.
Hazoor® visited him daily. During his
illness, Lala Shrampat would request
Hazoor® “Hadhrat Jee, pray for me!”
Hazoor® comforted him and prayed for
him till he recovered. This is the char-
acter of a man so great that his heart
overflowed with genuine goodwill for
even the worst of his enemies.

In 1882, the Promised Messiah®
received this revelation:

“Ya Ahmadu, faazatir rahmatu alaa
shafataika” —

Mercy flows from thy lips, O Ahmad!

The Promised Messiah’s® whole
life is a testimony of this divine state-
ment. After the death of Lekhram,
three of the Arya Hindus in Qadian
started a newspaper which was devoted
to attacking the Promised Messiah®
and the Jama at with the most abusive,
filthy and slanderous language. The
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Promised Messiah® wrote a
booklet entitled “Qadian
kay Arya aur hum” (The
Aryas of Qadian and us)
and asked them to refrain
from their malicious state-
ments but they continued in
their venomous behavior.
During this time, the plague
epidemic began to spread in
Qadian. The Promised Mes-
siah® declared that the
members of his Jama'at
would not be infected with
the plague after being re-
vealed by Allah that “I shall
safeguard all those who
dwell in this house.” When
the manager of this A4rya
newspaper heard the Prom-
ised Messiah’s® pronounce-
ment, he mocked it and
claimed that he would also
be saved from the plague. A
few days later, he and his
friend contracted the dis-
ease and died. The editor of
the paper, who also con-
tracted the disease but was
still alive, called an Ahmadi
hakeem (herbal doctor), a
Maulvi Abaidullah, and re-
quested treatment. Maulvi
Sahib asked the Promised
Messiah® what to do.
Hazoor® said, “you must
treat him because human
compassion requires it but [
will tell you that he will not
survive.” The man died the
next day despite the treat-
ment.

Hadhrat Mirza Bashir
Ahmad™ commented on this
incident saying “It shows a
remarkable expression of
concern by the Promised
Messiah™ for his sworn en-
emy by asking his follower
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to treat Mr. Samraj.” But it also indi-
cates the Promised Messiah’s® un-
shakable belief in the divine word. He
was certain in his belief that those
Hindus who had ridiculed and taunted
his prophecy would not escape.

Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood® wrote
in his book Arba‘een, “I would like to
say explicitly to all Muslims, Chris-
tians and Hindus that I do not consider
anybody my enemy in this world. I
love mankind more than a caring
mother loves her children. I am only
the enemy of those false beliefs which
belie the truth. Compassion for human
beings is my obligation; repudiation of
falsehood, idolatry, oppression and
every kind of misdeed, injustice and
immorality is my creed.” Hadhrat
Masih Mau’ood™ repeatedly expressed
his love and sympathy for all humans
as part of his faith and purpose of his
advent. Even those who devoted their
lives to prosecute him shared his
grace. The Promised Messiah® said, “I
am thankful that I have prayed for eve-
ry single one of my enemies at least
two or three times.”

And what did the Promised Mes-
siah™ receive in return? Opponents of
the Promised Messiah®, whether Mus-
lims, Christians or Hindus were relent-
less in their efforts to stop him and
destroy him, by whatever means possi-
ble. Dr. Martin Clark, a Christian mis-
sionary, filed a suit in court in 1897
charging the Promised Messiah®™ with
conspiracy to murder him. He pro-
duced a Muslim youth, Abdul
Hameed, who stated under oath that
Hazoor® had instructed him to assassi-
nate Mr. Clark. Initially, an arrest war-
rant was issued for the Promised Mes-
siah®™, but later he was issued a notice
to appear in the court. After a few days
of judicial proceeding, it was evident
that there was a discrepancy in the tes-
timony of the star witness. Eventually,
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Mr. Abdul Hameed admitted that he
was coerced by some of the Christian
missionaries to take a false oath and
admitted that Mirza Sahib never asked
him to kill Dr. Clark. Captain Douglas,
the magistrate hearing the case, honor-
ably discharged Hazoor™ after conclud-
ing that charges against him were false
and baseless. After his verdict, he
turned to Promised Messiah® and stat-
ed that if Mirza Sahib desired to prose-
cute Dr. Clark for false charges, the
district magistrate would allow him to
do so. Hazoor™ replied that he had no
desire to prosecute Dr. Clark before an
earthly court, his complaint was pend-
ing before the Highest Judge. On a
footnote, Dr. Clark died two years lat-
er. The Promised Messiah™ forgave the
enemy who wanted him shackled and
thrown into a prison cell; the court-
room was packed with maulvis, Chris-
tian missionaries and Hindu pundits, all
gleeful and anticipating that Promised
Messiah® would receive the severest
punishment. Maulvi Muhammad Hu-
sain, an arch-opponent of the Promised
Messiah®™, was one of the prosecution
witnesses in this case. He travelled all
over India to collect edicts from fore-
most Muslim religious leaders declar-
ing Hazoor™ an infidel and a kafir. He
regularly used the most defamatory and
abusive and incendiary language in his
publications against Promised Messi-
ah®™. Maulvi Fazal Din was the attorney
representing Hazoor®, he was not an
Ahmadi. He sought the Promised Mes-
siah’s® permission to ask Maulvi Mu-
hammad Hussain questions regarding
his parentage to damage the character
of the witness and weaken the prosecu-
tion’s case.

Hazoor® forbade him from asking
such personal questions and said,

“God forbids unseemly speech.”
Maulvi Fazal Din recalled years later,
“Here 1 was, defending him in a case of

conspiracy to murder and he
forbids my questioning, lest it
brings shame upon a witness
who hated him!”

Hadhrat Masith Mau-
*ood™ received a revelation in
1883,

“wa ma arsalnaaka illa rah-
matal lil alameen™

I have sent thee as a mercy
for all people.

There were many occa-
sions when this virtue was
manifested for all kinds of
people — friends and foe. He
writes in Tadhkiratu Sha-
hadatain, in the Arabic part,
about his opponents, I
prayed so often for them in
the darkness of blessed nights
that may they be shown mer-
cy.” He also prayed for his
enemies in these words, “O
Allah, do not punish those
who express enmity towards
me; they do not see and do
not recognize me. O Allah,
have mercy on them and may
they join the guided ones.”

Mirza Imam Deen and
Mirza Nizam Deen were the
Promised Messiah’s™ cous-
ins, they also shared ancestral
properties ~ with  Hazoor®.
Both brothers, especially Mir-
za Imam Deen, held deep ani-
mosity and ill will towards
the Promised Messiah™ and
the Jama'at and missed no
opportunity to cause trouble.
On one occasion, they built a
wall to block the street to
Masjid Mubarak, shutting off
the direct access to the
mosque for the prayer-goers.
Hadhrat Yaqub Ali Irfani®,

author of Seerat Masih Mau'ood
writes,

“Those days were very difficult
for Ahmadis. We had to walk a long
distance to reach the mosque. When-
ever it rained, the streets would be-
come muddy and slippery. Many of
the elderly and weak and many of the
blind members of the Jama at would
fall and their clothes would get soiled
just for going to the prayers. On top
of that, these men restricted the water
supply to the Ahmadis. The Promised
Messiah® was extremely anguished
over this matter and sent a few of his
companions to Mirza Imam Deen and
his brother to persuade them to stop
this hostility. In return, they received
an abusive and threatening response.
The Jama'at approached the appro-
priate government authorities to stop
this persecution but were turned
down.

Eventually, the Promised Messi-
ah® decided to file a complaint in the
court. The judge decided against the
offending party and ordered the wall
to be demolished. The judge also or-
dered the brothers to pay for all the
expenses incurred and offer compen-
sation for this illegal act. Hazoor” did
not approve of the financial part of
the decision but unbeknownst to
Hazoor™, the attorney issued a formal
notice to Mirza Nizam Deen to pay all
of his court sanctioned obligations.
Upon receiving this notice, Mirza Ni-
zam Deen wrote a letter to Hazoor®.
He said that his financial resources
were meager and he would not be
able to pay by lump sum. He admitted
that he was obligated and would pay
in installments but asked if Hazoor®
would have mercy upon him and for-
give him his payments. He also ad-
mitted to have wronged Hazoor" and
admitted that he and his brother had
caused Jama'at trouble in the past.
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Hazoor” was upset upon receiving
the letter and inquired why he was
not contacted before the notice had
been sent to Mirza Nizam Deen.

He said, “We must not be in-
volved in litigations like worldly peo-
ple. If he had done this to hurt us, we
must not retort. God has not sent me
for this purpose.”

He wrote a letter to Mirza Ni-
zam Deen sympathizing with him
concerning the whole matter, forgiv-
ing him and his financial obligations.
He dispatched a person to immediate-
ly deliver this letter, as he was away
from Qadian and wished to resolve
the matter as quickly as possible. Ha-
dhrat Yaqub Ali"™ writes,

“This is just one example of for-
bearance and forgiveness of his ene-
mies by the Promised Messiah®,
which should be a lesson to his fol-
lowers.”

Hadhrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad
Sahib™ writes, “This is the same Mir-
za Nizam Deen who brought many
false and malicious suits of litigation
against Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood® and
his followers. His behavior with some
poor Ahmadis was so vile that a de-
cent person cannot even mention it.
And yet, at one point when Mirza Ni-
zam Deen fell ill and almost became
delirious, the Promised Messiah™
went to visit him and prescribed treat-
ment.”

Our beloved Messiah, our
most forgiving Mahdi, arrived at the
door of a sworn enemy to treat hatred
with compassion and to fight hostility
with generosity. It was the Promised
Messiah’s greatest desire that his fol-
lowers set the highest moral standards
and this wish is aptly illustrated by a
narration in Seeratul Mahdi. Once,
two companions of the Promised
Messiah, Hadhrat Mir Nasir Nawab
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Sahib™ and Maulvi Muham-
mad Ali Sahib had a disagree-
ment. Mir Sahib reported the
matter to Hazoor” and Maulvi
Sahib, finding out that he had
been reported, came to
Hazoor™ to clarify the matter.
The Promised Messiah® said,
“Yes, Mir Sahib told me
something but [ was so preoc-
cupied with an issue that [
swear that I do not remember
what he said or did not say.”

The Promised Messi-
ah™ went on to say,

“Lately, a thought has
completely taken over me and
I have become oblivious of
other matters. Whether 1 am
outside in the company or at
home, I am now over-
whelmed with this one
thought which is continuing
to build in my mind. And that
concern is that the real reason
for my coming is to establish
a Jama'at of true believers
with real connection with God
and complete faith in Him,
who practice the Islamic
teachings and follow the char-
acter of the Prophet*™", walk
on the path towards righteous-
ness and guidance and set an
example of the highest moral
conduct so that through such
a Jama'at, the world learns
guidance and the will of God
is achieved. If our purpose is
not realized but we defeat our
enemies through reasoning
and arguments, then our vic-
tory is no victory. For if the
real reason for our advent is
not fulfilled, then all of our
work will have gone to waste.
I see signs of victory as a re-
sult of reasoning and argu-
ments and even our enemies
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are now sensing their weakness but
there is still a real lack of awareness
concerning the true purpose of our
advent. There is a great need of atten-
tion within our Jama at; thus, this is
the thought that eats at me these days
and it is of such great magnitude that
it does not leave me even for one mo-
ment.” [Seeratul Mahdi]

This  overwhelming concern
which erased all other thoughts from
the Promised Messiah’s™ mind is the
same concern which should consume
his followers as well. Our Master ex-
pects us to guide the world not
through logic and reasoning but
through the way we carry ourselves
and the way we sacrifice our lives for
God. We are being asked to shoulder
an awesome responsibility The Prom-
ised Messiah™ lived a life conforming
to the highest moral standards set by
Hadhrat Muhammad Mustafa®™". The
Promised Messiah™ has exhorted and
challenged us to bring about the real
change within ourselves to set our-
selves apart from the rest of the world.

A few weeks ago, scores of Ah-
madis laid down their lives in two
mosques in Pakistan for the sake of
their faith. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih
vV extolling their qualities, has re-
minded us of our obligation to Allah
and His Messiah. The best tribute that
[ can offer to those martyrs who
spilled their blood that fateful day is to
bring upon a profound change within
myself. Sacrificing my lowly desires
and reviving the highest morals within
me and I cannot think of a better retri-
bution for those enemies than con-
forming to the life of the Promised
Messiah™. So the Zikr of my beloved
is not mere lip service but the love for
my Master entwines with every fiber

of my very being. Allahumma salli ala Mu-
hammadiwa ala aali Muhammadiwa ala abdikal
Masihil Maud wa barik wa sallim innaka
Hameedum Majeed.
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CONCLUDING ADDRESS OF
DR. AHSANULLAH ZAFAR,
AMEER JAMA’AT USA
AT THE 62" JALSA SALANA USA

Transcribed by: Mansura Bashir Minhas

We are coming to the conclu-
sion of the Jalsa- the 62nd Annual
Jalsa of the USA Jamaat and we
are celebrating it in the tradition of
Hadhat Masih Mau’ood®, the way
he started it and the way he asked
his followers to do at that time in
India. And since then through the
Khulafa throughout the world. We
recognize all those who are here
today as participants in the Jalsa,
in our prayers and we would recog-
nize those who have passed away
also when we do the concluding
prayers and that would include the
Shuhada of Lahore especially.
Firstly, the attendance by the scan-
ning tags for this Jalsa is 6,131 for
all three days. The peak attendance
though was yesterday, which was
around 5,500.

The number of international
Jama'ats which are represented
here, I am told are 21, where we
have visitors from these Jama ‘ats.
But in particular, I would like to
recognize from Qadian, Burhan
Ahmad Zafar Sahib, who is Nazir -
e-Isha’at, Qadian, Qari Nawab Sa-
hib, who is Sadar Ansarullah, Ba-
harat, I believe he has also helped
us with our Quran classes at Baitur
Rahman. From Rabwah, Mansoor
Ahmad Khan Sahib, who is dear to
a lot of people over here -a won-
derful man, he is the Wakeel-ul-

Tabsheer and Mirza Fazal
Ahmad Sahib, who is the
Wakeelul Maal, and we are
guided by him very much.
From Canada, we have es-
pecially, Malik Lal Khan
Sahib, who is the Ameer
Jama’at, we are happy and
thrilled that he is here. Also
Mubarak Nazir Sahib, who
is the Missionary In charge
in Canada, and Salim Akh-
tar Sahib, who is the Princi-
pal of Jamia Ahmadiyya,
Canada. From Germany, we
have Ilyas Munir Sahib,
from Guatemala, Abdus
Sattar Khan Sahib, who is
the Ameer and Missionary
In charge in Guatemala.
From Japan, we have As-
matullah Sahib and others
and Asmatullah Sahib is the
same gentleman who thrills
us with his recitations of the
poems of the Promised
Messiah®,

One cannot help talk-
ing about the happenings in
Lahore and what it means
to us and how we should
reflect on it. | am grateful
that Shamshad Nasir Sahib
and Naseem Mahdi Sahib
have illustrated the subject
very well. There is the issue

of Khalil Solangi Sahib who was
from America and you wonder that
he went all the way to the other
side of the globe and on that partic-
ular day, he had to be in that partic-

ular mosque and meet his Sha-
hadat.

In a way it is glorious. But in a
way, it highlights the fact that life
and death are in God’s hands. And
being killed, especially killed thus
would particularly qualify for the
Qur’anic verse which is quoted
here, and I'll come to this later on:

“Whosoever killed a person,
it shall be as if he had killed all
mankind”.

This is a very dramatic
analysis of the death of one human
being, and we have 85 of them who
died in Lahore in one single epi-
sode, not one blast, there were few
of them. Masih Mau’ood™ has very
emphatically stated that not a leaf
on any tree moves without the ‘Izn’
of Allah. And that there are angels
who guide the movement of every
particle in the universe. That is a
very mighty statement, but if we
reflect on it, we can understand
what the magnitude of what hap-
pened in Lahore really comes
down to. And what an enormous
occurrence it was. These people,
although they acted by their own
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free will (who did these heinous
acts), could not have done that un-
less Allah Himself allowed it.

It brings a meaning that Allah
has a purpose to that. He does not
allow things without a purpose; we
all understand that. But it is for us
to figure it out and it is not an easy
task. But certainly the reflections
which were made earlier by our
Missionaries, and in a different way
by Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad Sahib,
they illustrate the complexity of the
subject and bring the reflection that
we have to be guided by what
Masih Mau’ood® has said is the
purpose of the Jamaat. These things
could not have happened unless the
purposes of the Jama'at which are
so codified in the statements of Ha-
dhrat Mash Mau’00d®, unless those
purposes were to be strengthened
and fulfilled and enhanced in some
way. Now there are ways in which
we do see some changes. There are
most ways in which we don’t see
changes and after every thing is said
and done, there is a pain that goes
with it. And we have to figure out
how we are going to use that pain to
enhance the promises of Allah to
Masih Mau’ood™ about Jama at
Ahmadiyya.

One thing which I wonder a
lot about and I think there are many
members here who do the same
thing I'm sure, is that you know
when such a thing happens, how
does Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih
Khamis™® feel about it. And I could
not help thinking when earlier in the
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speech, the episodes of how
Hadhrat Bilal™ and other
companions of Rasulallah-
“¥ in the early days, how
they were manhandled and
mishandled in Mecca and
Rasulallah®™ had to be
aware of that. And you
wonder how he felt and
how he dealt with it. I don’t
think the way Hadhrat Sa-
hib is dealing with these
things is any different. It
causes a lot of pain and I'm
sure he turns towards pray-
ers and he has in his own
way, narrated that by going
through the brief summary
of the lives and perhaps
how they died, for each of
the Shuhada in Lahore over
the last many, many Khut-
bas. As a matter of fact, the
entire Khutba is devoted to
that description and that
tells you how much he re-
gards them and how he con-
siders them. But then he
sent us a message which
was read at the beginning
and he has moved now to a
phase and that is where we
need to focus and that is
where we need to take our
analysis of Allah’s purposes
and what he is saying is
first he prayed for us- the
Ahmadis who are here in
the USA and then he told us
to convey the message to
the masses at large, who are
not understanding what we
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stand for. And the interesting thing
to me is, he talked about praying for
them towards the end of his message
and the way [ would interpret that is
that you start with prayers but then
you have to convey the message to a
large number of people and then
pray again and that is how Allah’s
blessings would come and Insha Al-
lah they will.

In this context, there are efforts
under way and the media team along
with help from Naseem Mehdi Sahib
and others, there is a whole number
of people who are involved. They
have developed this one brochure-
Muslims for Peace. Now there are
other brochures as well and I’'m not
saying that this has to be done exclu-
sively, but they have this brochure
and in the back they have the phone
number and there is a web page
which is linked to it and the different
Jama'ats and Missionaries can
choose to modify it as they like. But
there is a need to convey the mes-
sage to our neighbors, to our local
communities, to local press and we
have a very good illustration. I be-
lieve the links are widely available to
download and view for anybody
where Mahdi Sahib and others have
gone to the television, to the media
and propounded what we stand for as
Ahmadi Muslims. And the message
has resonated very well especially in
the background of the attempted ter-
rorism in New York City by an un-
fortunate Pakistani Muslim, who 1
don’t need to go into the detail. But
that is what in the background has



October - November 2010

72

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA

#

sensitized everyone and our message
with the grace of Allah is getting
across as to what we stand for. And
although we had been saying the
same things before but it is being
said in a better way and it is being
said in that background. I would en-
courage our members to promote that
with the structure of the organization
and besides Mahdi Sahib, Wasim
Malik Sahib from San Jose and Dr.
Nasim Rehmatullah Sahib from
Cleveland, they are very actively in-
volved in it, and I'm sure they will
help you in any guidance you need or
any support you need.

There is one other aspect again
in the same context. A significant
Muslims,
who were blinded to us, to an extent
they are still blinded to us over the
years, they have some sympathy for
our existence at least, if not our

number of non-Ahmadi

views. And there is no reason why
we should not reach out and connect
with them and other Muslims. After
all, we are Muslims and here in the
United States we have no difficulty
in stating that. And just share the
common beliefs that we have. This is
what the Qur’anic teaching is as
well. Talk about those things on
which we agree, and there is just
about everything that we agree on,
it's only really
things, which are important, but that
is where the disagreement is. And we
can connect with them on things
where we do agree.

relatively minor

As we close with the final pray-
ers, I would like to recognize all the

workers and all the partici-
pants. The preparations and
the conduct of the Jama at
is done with enormous en-
thusiasm by a lot of people,
young and old. And every
effort is made so things pro-
ceed smoothly and by and
large they do. But circum-
stances arise where some
difficulties are faced by
workers as well as by the
guests. To the workers, my
encouragement is, be pa-
tient and may Allah reward
you for your work and your
patience. For the guests, |
also request you to be pa-
tient and may Allah reward
you for your patience. To
an extent these things can-
not be helped.

[ understand yesterday
in the afternoon we had a
very nice session where
outside guests- non Ahmad-
is, non Muslim guests were
invited, and there was a
group of about 150 of them
who came. And this was a
dinner meeting and the La-
jna nursery was displaced
and the meeting had to be
conducted over there,
which caused a lot of grief
and especially by mothers
who had little babies. And I
heard a comment that per-
haps they should ask the
fathers to come and take
care of the babies, so that
there is no inhibition at the

meeting. Now 1 don’t think that is
practical but I do wish to extend my
sympathy for what happened and /n-
sha Allah next year we will have to
plan for it. But whatever the difficul-
ties there were, may Allah bring His
rewards down on everybody who
suffered the difficulty and even those
who caused the difficulty.

Mirza Maghfoor Ahmad Sahib
illustrated the example of the Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau’ood®™, how he
prayed for even those who opposed
him an a very serious way. And this
is nothing near that, whatever hap-
pened to any given individual. Se
let’s pray for everyone, and let’s pray
for a peaceful and a safe return of all
participants to their homes and their
safety and welfare throughout, after
that as well. So please join me in si-
lent prayer.

hedkkdhhhk

Hadhrat Abu Dharr™ relates
that the Holy Prophet™" said: "Each
and every part of your body can be a
part of good works and charity. Each
Glorification of Allah is charity, eve-
ry utterance of praise of Him is char-
ity, every profession of His Oneness
is charity, saying Allah is the Great-
est is charity, enjoining good is char-
ity, forbidding evil is also charity. To
offer two rak ‘at Prayer at the time of
forenoon is equal to all the above
good deeds combined."

(Muslim kitabus salat bab istihbab
salatudduha... alkh)
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62"" Jalsa Salana USA, 2010
A Report from Lajna Imaillah, USA

The 62™ Jalsa Salana of the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community,
USA was held at the Dulles Expo
Center, Chantilly, VA from July 16
-18. Alhamdulillah, the Jalsa was a
great success and was attended by
6,131 members, of which, about
3000 were women. The Jalsa at-
tendees not only came from all over
the USA, but also from Canada,
Europe, and Asia- a total of 21
countries were represented. The
Promised Messiah®™ had said that
the purpose of this convention is
“to enable every sincere individual
to personally experience religious
benefits.” He further said, “Among
its secondary benefits is that this
congregational meeting together
will promote mutual introduction
among all brothers, and it will
strengthen the fraternal ties with
this Community. " Just as the Prom-
ised Messiah™ had said, there was
indeed an atmosphere of sisterhood
which prevailed throughout the Jal-
sa. Friends and family met each
other. Some saw each other afier a
year.

In keeping with the Qur’anic
injunction of separation of genders,
the Lajna had their own hall
throughout the Jalsa. The volun-
teers contributed many hours in
preparation of the Jalsa site as well
as maintaining the general disci-
pline during the Jalsa. The follow-
ing is an overview of the different
areas of the Ladies Hall.

Shahina Bashir

Registration

There were two regis-
tration areas which were set
up for the convenience of
the members. The “Blue
Entrance™ was for the gen-
eral attendees, while the
“Red Entrance” was desig-
nated for those who had
children under the age of 7.
To help in the smooth flow
of the registration/entry
process, volunteers were
posted outside the hall to
direct the ladies to the reg-
istration areas. Those who
had registered online were
ushered to enter through
one area while those who
had to register on site were
asked to use a separate en-
trance. As many members
had registered online, the
process of entrance was
easy and enabled a smooth
flow of traffic. It is notable
to mention that the registra-
tion booth was closed 5
minutes prior to the Ju-
mu'ah Prayer. Tarp was
provided near the registra-
tion area for ladies to sit
and listen to the sermon as
well as to offer the salat.
This process resulted in the
observance of complete si-
lence and discipline during
the sermon which is part of
the Jumu 'ah Prayer.

Security

In light of the recent attacks on
the Ahmadiyya mosques in Lahore,
a tighter security system was adopt-
ed to ensure the safety of the guests.
Besides the mandatory bag checks.
members were also subjected to
scanning by metal detectors. There
were two volunteers posted at each
entrance who conducted the scans.
Each gate had 3 to 4 volunteers for
bag checks. This number helped in
maintaining a steady flow of guests.
Card scanners were available in two
areas in the main Jalsa area and one
in the Children’s area.

Discipline

Discipline of the Ladies Hall
was impeccably monitored thanks to
the dedicated volunteers. The team
was divided into two-one for the Jal-
sa Gah and one for the corridor. The
Jalsa Gah had five gates and 2-3
volunteers were posted at each of the
gates. The discipline was very good
in the main Jalsa area as was in the
corridors.

Children’s Area

Mothers with children younger
than 7 years of age were given a sep-
arate area. Four conference rooms
were used for mothers with young
children with complete audio/visual
feed. A projection screen was used
between two rooms and separate TV
monitors were provided in the se-
cond two rooms. The children’s area
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was also equipped with refrigerator
and microwave. Snacks were made
available for the children and they
were given coloring books and cray-
ons to keep themselves occupied.

Ziafat

This year meals were divided
into two shifts to lessen the crowd
impact in the dining hall. A separate
area was provided for guests but the
food was the same as for the rest of
the attendees. To reduce wastage,
food was pre-packed in small boxes.
This system also allowed the quick
movement of people through the
dining hall. An overflow area was
used for elderly ladies as well as
mothers with young children. This
area was available as a rest area for
the elderly and food was allowed
during meal times.

Booths

As in the past several booths
were set up at the Ladies Hall during
the Jalsa. The following is a brief
overview of the booths.

Bookstall

The bookstall had a variety of
collection of books and magazines
for sale. There were both books in
English and in Urdu.

Exhibition

As always, the exhibition stall
has been a popular stall to visit. Our
Lajna members have been generous
in donating clothing, jewelry and
other items for this stall.

Hospitality

The Hospitality team has been
busy catering to the needs of the non
-Ahmadi/non-Muslimguests at the

Jalsa. All guests were
asked to visit the Hospitali-
ty booth where they were
given gift bags containing
Muslim Sunrise and Ayesha
magazines and the book,
“Faith  Affirmed”. The
guests had a separate seat-
ing area in the Jalsa Gah.
Hospitality team members
sat with the guests and also
accompanied them to the
dining area during meal
times. This year there were
50 guests who attended the
Jalsa.

Fundraising

The fundraising stall
is always a success, particu-
larly with children. Pizza,
samosas,  chana  chal,
drinks, and ice cream were
some of the items which
were sold at the stall. Apart
from the food fundraising,
tote bags were sold for §1 a
bag. The proceeds from the
sale of the bags went direct-
ly to Syedena Bilal Fund.

Youth

This was the second
year that there was a stall
for the youth (15-25 yrs).
The main purpose of this
booth was to let everyone
be aware about the activi-
ties in which the youth are
involved. Posters displayed
pictures of the Lajna taken
at the various youth camps.
The booth also sold T-
shirts. This year the youth
took part in a social event
on Friday evening. There
were about 200 young La-

jna from all over the country who
participated in this special event.
Sadr Lajna USA, Dr. Shanaz Butt
Sahiba, attended this function along
with the Youth In-Charge, Sister
Ruqaiya Asad. The purpose of this
social gathering was to encourage the
young members of the Lajna to get to
know each other and develop a bond
of friendship. They were also encour-
aged to ask questions and speak their
mind.

Lajna Media Watch (LMW)

The purpose of this booth was
to encourage Lajna members to sign
up to become members of the Lajna
Media Watch team. A slide presenta-
tion about LMW was displayed
which gave an overview of what

LMW is. Several new members
signed up to join LMW.
Other Booths

Humanity First, Homeopathy,
First Aid, Transportation/Accommo-
dation, and Rishta/Nata were other
stalls in the Ladies Jalsa Hall.

Jalsa Program

The Jalsa session commenced
on Friday afternoon with speeches,
from the men’s session being trans-
mitted via MTA. Lajna had an all day
program on Saturday which included
spiritually inspiring speeches, poems,
and award ceremonies. The theme of
the speeches during the Lajna session
was ftagwa (righteousness). The
morning session was presided by
Sadr Lajna Imaillah, USA Dr. Sha-
naz Butt, and Qanta Zafar Sahiba,
wife of our Respected Ameer Jama 'at
USA, Dr. Ahsanullah Zafar Sahib.
The afternoon session was presided
by Respected Sahibzadi Amtul
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Rasheed Ahmad Sahiba and Sadr
Sahiba.

The first speech was delivered
by Sister Roohul Ameen of Orlan-
do. The topic of her speech was,
“The Holy Qur’an: A guide to the
right path.” She explained in great
details the clear guidance set forth
in the last book of Allah which is
the ultimate manual for treading on
the straight path- a path which
leads one directly to Him.

Sister Khaula Shah of Syra-
cuse gave a speech on the topic of
“The Holy Prophet™: His Life
was the Holy Qur’an™. She ex-
pounded on the beautiful character
of the Holy Prophet*™" and how his
life was a reflection of the Qur’an.
She quoted a Hadith narrated by
Hadhrat Ayesha™ in which she says
that someone asked her about the
life and character of the Holy
Prophet™. She simply replied,
“His life was the Qur’an™.

The next speech was by Sister
Attiya Salik of Northern Virginia
and she spoke on the topic of
“Allah is the Friend of the Believ-
ers.” In her speech she reminded
the audience about the importance
of trusting Allah and taking Him as
a true Friend and not being swayed
by the material world. The verse
she quoted in the beginning of her
speech,” Allah is the friend of those
who believe: He brings them out of
every kind of darkness into light.
And those who disbelieve, their
friends are the transgressors who
bring them out of light into every
kind of darkness. These are the in-
mates of the Fire; therein shall they
abide,” [2:258] was an instant re-
minder that it is Allah alone who is
a sincere Friend of the believers

and it is only in Him that
one should place his/her
trust.

Amtul Hai Ahmad
Sahiba, Na'ib Sadr, Lajna
Imaillah, USA delivered a
speech on tagwa or right-
eousness. The title of her
speech was, “The best pro-
vision is tagwa (righteous-
ness)”. In explaining the
meaning of tagwa she said,
“In the Arabic language,
tagwa literally means to
“safeguard” and to “abst-
ain” but conventionally it is
a condition of the heart
which avidly stimulates to-
wards goodness and simul-
taneously creates disgust
and aversion towards evil.
Without this fundamental
feeling, a pure and living
relationship with Almighty
God is simply unattaina-
ble.” She spoke about the
characteristics of a right-
eous person.

Sister Sana Rahman
of Pittsburgh gave a speech
titled,” Understanding Our
True Purpose in Life”. She
spoke about how in today’s
world many people under-
stand the purpose of life
from a materialistic per-
spective and are in a rat
race competing with each
other in worldly gains. Sis-
ter Sana Rahman laid down
the eight means of achiev-
ing the purpose of life as
explained by the Promised
Messiah®.

The final and keynote

speech was delivered by Sadr La-
jna Imaillah, USA, Dr. Shanaz
Butt Sahiba. The title of her speech
was, “Distinct Qualities of the
Maid Servants of Allah™. Sadr Sa-
hiba reminded the Lajna what the
true meaning of calling oneself La-
jna Imaillah or Maid Servants of
Allah, is. She emphasized the im-
portance of being truthful in every
aspect of one’s life. In her speech
she quoted Khalifatul Masih V™
who advised the ladies in these
words: “Live a balanced life and
walk carefully, with cautious steps
on the tight rope: taking care of
one's relationship with God on one
hand, and taking care of one’s rela-
tionship with human beings on the
other, in perfect balance and order
— this is the true meaning of
‘tagwa.'”

Apart from the speeches
mentioned above, two new Ah-
madi sisters also gave their own
testimonies of how they accepted
Ahmadiyyat. The speakers were
Sister Leila El-Khalil of Detroit
and Sister Laila Isack of Phoenix.

Awards and Recognitions

As in each year, the Nasirat
who completed their first reading
of the Holy Qur’an were recog-
nized at the Jalsa, Ladies session
on Saturday. Fifty-eight Nasirat
participated in this ceremony. They
received a copy of Holy Qur’an
with English translation by Maulvi
Sher Ali Sahib and had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Sahibzadi
Amtul Rasheed Ahmad Sahiba.
This was indeed an honor for the
girls since it was she who made the
suggestion to Hadhrat Musleh Mau
-’0od™ that an auxiliary for young
girls be established.
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Lajna who had received dis-
tinctions in their academic
achievements were also recog-
nized. This year 19 Holy Qur’an
teachers were awarded certifi-
cates for their achievements. For-
ty Lajna and older Nasirat were
given certificates of achievement
for successfully completing the
Hifz-e-Qur’an program.

As always, our new Ahmadi
sisters were recognized during
the Saturday program. This year
12 new Ahmadi sisters came to
the stage and met Sahibzadi
Amtul Rasheed Sahiba and re-
ceived gift bags.

Jalsa Conclusion

The 62™ Jalsa Salana con-
cluded on Sunday, the 18" of Ju-
ly with an address by Respected
Ameer Sahib. With reference to
the brutal attacks in Lahore on
the Ahmadiyya mosques, he said
that since nothing happens with-
out the will of Allah, that there is
a specific purpose behind this
incidence. He reminded us that
the message of Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih Khamis®™, read out
in the opening session, was very
clear and that it is the duty of
every Ahmadi to convey the mes-
sage of Islam to the mass at large.
At the end of his speech he led
the audience in silent prayers.

May Allah bless the volun-
teers and the attendees of the Jal-
sa and make them the flag bear-
ers of the message of true Islam,
Ahmadiyyat. Ameen.

fkkkhhk

ATRIBUTE TO THE MARTYRS OF

LAHORE

(AND THEIR LOVED ONES)

Waseem Ahmad, Greenwood, Indiana

This is to every mother, every daughter, every wife
Who paid the highest price of love, in this very life

This is to their heads still held so bravely high
This is to every tear that did not leave their eye

This is to the youths too young to fathom why
In Allah’s own house, their fathers had to die

This is to the daughter waking in dark to quietly cry
[ wish it wasn’t him; I wish it was [ — I wish it was |

This is to the pallid lips that praised the Lord
With every last breath — with every last sigh

This is to those who heard and answered the call
Those who had hate for none, and had love for all

This is to those who stood firm, and stood so tall
When the bullets went on flying among them all

This is to every drop of innocent blood on the floor
Of each one of those two noble Mosques in Lahore

I smell their sweet fragrance reaching the sky
These blossoms will bring fruit as time goes by

But as for every bullet and every cursed sword
That is aimed at those who only love their Lord:

Their fate is dust and rust, after the battle cry
Come see: Allah’s flag will keep soaring high

Doomed is every dark heart and every blind eye
Our love is bound to win, no matter what they try

As day surely follows night, so does this law apply
Those who give Allah their all, they never really die

This is from my heart - to the Martyrs of Lahore
This is my tribute to you - this is not a good-bye
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THE HOLY QUR’AN: A GUIDE TO THE RIGHT

As I was gathering my thoughts
on the subject of: “The Holy Qur’an -
A Guide to the Right Path,” I recalled
a TV commercial for a financial in-
vestment company. In the ad, a man
signs a contract with a particular
firm. As the investment agent walks
him out of the office, she points out-
side and reminds him to simply fol-
low the green arrow along the
ground. As long as he stays on the
green path, and follows the condi-
tions set in his contract, he will be
financially secure. However, if he
decides to give into impulse and
steps out of the boundaries of the
path, his financial future will be in at
risk and, most importantly, the com-
pany will not be responsible to cover
for any loss. He is protected as long
as he stays on the green path, and
only then will his wealth grow and
only then will he enjoy the financial
rewards.

My dear sisters, we are insured
by Allah Almighty. We need not
wander aimlessly through life be-
cause the green path which we have
to follow for success is one that is
far, far more powerful and extends its
affect in the life of this world to the
life of the hereafter. There is no fine
print involved in our contract, our
coverage is not limited by the
amount of premium that we can af-
ford to pay, and there is none other
than we who are the full beneficiaries
of the profits.

Our spiritual and secular future
and security depend on our ability to
follow that right path to attain salva-

PATH

Roohul Ameen

tion. We have our guidance
from Almighty Allah, our
Creator, who is Al-
Muhaymin:  The  Care-
Taker, Al-Wakil: The Trus-
tee, and A/l-Waliyy: The
Protector ~and  Support.
Everyone who submits to
Him, every man and every
woman, whether young or
old, healthy or weak, is eli-
gible for His Guidance and
His Rewards. Our Lord is
such that even if we falter
or stray from the path but
then re-seek His Grace, He
is Al-Ghaffar, the Forgiver
and we will be secure with
Him. The doors are always
open for repentance.

There is only one con-
dition: that we resign our-
selves to His Power. Only
then will we receive His
Care, His Protection. His
Trust, His Protection and
His Support.

The actions we take
and the decisions we make
here on earth, will not only
affect our quality of life in
this world but will also de-
termine our fate in our life
after death. Thus, if we re-
alize the temporality of life
on earth and deem it im-
portant what happens to our
soul after our passing, it is
imperative that we seek out
and adhere to that path
which will ultimately lead

us closer to Allah Ta 'ala, in a place
guaranteed to His Prophets and the
Rightly Guided.

Now the question arises: What
is this path, where does it lead, and
most importantly, where can we get
the roadmap?

Allah Ta'ala has the answers to
all of these questions and He has laid
them out for us in His Words in the
Holy Qur’an.

In Surah Al-Bagrah, Allah

Ta'ala introduces Himself:

. R i

©_ 31

Alif laam meem - I am Allah,
the All-Knowing, the Wise.

Next, He introduces His Scrip-
ture:

P TS, Pl PATLS

- e -

Zaa likal kitaabu laa raiba

feeh - This is a perfect book, there is

no doubt in it.

And in the very next verse:

Yo ‘9". #,

O sua

Hudallil muttageen - It is a
guidance for the righteous.

Our Creator, Allah Almighty
has provided us with the ‘Khatam-ul-
Qur’an;’ the last, the perfect, and the
matchless book of guidance for all
mankind. Not only that, He has made
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clear that He Himself will be respon-
sible for its safeguard:

“Verily, We Ourself have sent
down this Exhortation, and most
surely We will be its Guardi-
ans.” (15:10)

Our Promised Messiah® ex-
plains, “The Holy Qur’an is so glori-
ous that none other can excel in its
glory. It is Hakam , that is, the one
whose judgment is ultimate; and it is
Muhaimin, that is, the compendium
of all guidance. Therein is found eve-
ry argument one may re-
quire.” (Khutba-e-llhamiya p. 103)

Let us, for a moment, turn to the
Holy Qur’an to seek an answer to a
question asked by each one of us at
one time or another: what is the pur-
pose of our creation? In the Holy
Qur’an, Allah Ta’ala informs man-
kind that they have been granted spe-
cial distinction, above all the rest of
creation. Chapter 45, verse 13 reads:
"And He has made subservient to you
whatsoever is in the heavens and
whatsoever is in the earth, all from
Himself." (45:13) If all other crea-
tion has been made subservient to
mankind, then we must have been
created with a greater purpose. Hu-
man intellect tells us that that purpose
goes beyond the pursuit of worldly
pOssessions.

We now know that the universe
took billions of years to assemble for
the arrival of mankind. Was this only
so that we could just eat, drink, get
married, have kids, and make some
worldly progress? Although these are
all essential components of life, our
intellect says that we were not creat-
ed only to perform a few bodily func-
tions and fade into the dust. We can-
not limit ourselves to worldly goals
and ambitions, can we? No.

Allah Ta’ala lays is out
precisely:

“I have created men
and jinn so that they may
know Me and worship
Me.” (51:57)

When, as Allah Ta'ala
says, man does not come
into the world on his ac-
cord, nor will he depart
there from of his own will,
then how can man be in a
position to appoint the pur-
pose of his own life? The
Holy Qur’an establishes
that from the very begin-
ning, the very purpose of
the creation of man is to
establish communion and
communication with God
Almighty. Despite ones
best and most sincere ef-
forts, one cannot succeed
without Allah’s grace, mer-
cy. and help. If we hearken
Him and believe in Him,
we will follow the right
way and attain peace in this
world and in the hereafter.

The methods and
guidelines with which to
worship Allah Ta’ala and
thereby gain His pleasure
are set forth in the Holy
Quran regardless of gender.
It is made clear that God
has given equality to both
men and women.

"I shall not lose sight
of the labor of any of you
who labors in My way, be it
man or woman; each of you
is equal to the oth-
er.” (3:195)

How beautifully bal-
anced the Holy Qur’an is

with matters of gender!

Let me now turn my attention
to us, the women of Lajna Ima'illah,
the Maidservants of Allah. My sis-
ters, we occupy a vast number of
roles and responsibilities. We are
daughters, sisters, wives, daughters-
in-law, mothers, and mothers-in-law.
We are students, we are profession-
als, and we are homemakers. Seeing
this list, it seems most necessary that
a woman be brought into this world
with a guidebook to life. As Muslim
women, we have that guidebook in
the form of the glorious Holy
Qur’an.

Allah Ta'ala has given us rights
equal to those of men. This is a
source of great honor, given to us
only by the religion of our Prophet
Muhammad®™". Thus, we must al-
ways continue to strive to perfect our
being because our future generations
depend on us exercising our God-
given responsibilities to the fullest.

As Ahmadi Muslims, we
pledge to abide by the 6" condition
of Bai’at: that we shall completely
submit ourselves to the authority of
the Holy Qur’an and make it the
guiding principle in every walk of
our lives.

At the inductions of Lajna
Ima’illah as an auxiliary of the
Jama'at, Khalifatul Masih II" ex-
plained his reasoning:

“Reflection will show that most
women do not realize if there is any
work to be done other than the daily
chores.”

Here, almost 90 years have
passed since the beginning of Lajna
Ima’illah. As Maidservants of Allah,
we need to self-reflect in all honesty.
Once we recognize the extraordinary
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role we play in society, we realize the
importance of being led by a code of
life that encompasses guidance to all
our roles and extends its benefits from
us, to our families, to our future gener-
ations, and to our souls. Let us make
a concerted effort to represent our-
selves as the living picture of the Holy
Qur’an, to our families and to the
world.

The Holy Qur’an is such a com-
pass, that no matter which stage of life
we find ourselves in right now, it will
always be a living source of guidance
for comfort and peace. The wisdom
and guidance laid therein is as applica-
ble to us today as it was to the women
of Arabia almost 1500 years ago at its
revelation. The Holy Quran itself
states: “Therein are lasting command-
ments.” (98:4) It is for us a great hon-
or that the first teacher of this Holy
Book, after Prophet Muhammad®™", is
his wife, Hadhrat Ayesha™ Her
knowledge and practice of the Holy
Qur’an was such that Muhammad™"
said to his apostles: “Learn half of the
Qur’an from Ayesha.”

There are over 700 commands
contained in the Holy Qur’an, so for
your benefit and mind, let me share a
few of those precious principles. First
and foremost, we must be diligent in
our worship of Allah Ta'ala, as He
says in Surah Ankabut:

“Recite that which has been re-
vealed to thee of the Book, and ob-
serve Prayer. Surely Prayer restrains
one from indecency and manifest evil,
and remembrance of Allah indeed, is
the greatest virtue.” (29:46)

The Holy Prophet™" said: ‘Next
to faith in Allah, the best quality is
kindness towards people.” The Holy
Qur’an states:

“Verily, Allah enjoins
Justice, and the doing of
good to others and giving
like kinders; and manifest
evil, and wrongful trans-
gression.” (16:91)

To avoid such wrong-
ful transgressions, we must
seek to live by the highest
levels of truthfulness, as
Allah Ta’-ala commands:

“Fear Allah and say
the right word.” (33:71)

To protect ourselves
and live in the manner of
the wives of the Holy
Prophet™, we must main-
tain our modesty:

“Say to the believing
women that they cast down
their looks and guard their
chastity.” (24:21)

This is the wisdom of
Allah Ta'ala, that even be-
fore we open our mouth to
speak, our dress and de-
meanor portray Islam to a

T.

Our speech, both in
public and in private,
should reflect the way of
the righteous. And we must
not stop there. Our actions
should speak louder than
our words. Allah says in
Surah Al-Imran:

“Never shall you at-
tain to righteousness unless
you spend out of what you
love.” (3:93)

At every stage of our
lives, our decisions should
model those of our beloved

Prophet Muhammad™", who was
described by his wife as the “True
Picture of the Qur’an.” Thus, we
must enjoin good and forbid evil.
Surah Al-Maida states:

“Help one another in righteous-
ness and piety; but help not one an-
other in sin and transgression.” (5:3)

Every part of us, from our
words (spoken or unspoken) to our
actions (even the most discrete)
should reflect the teachings of the
Holy Qur’an. In the words of the
Promised Messiah®™, a believer
should “make his manners and char-
acter so excellent that they became
contagious.”

A high level of humbleness can
only be achieved when one possess-
es a personal love of God and com-
plete submission to Him. We must
occupy ourselves in Zikr- the Re-
membrance of Allah, as it is our
life’s purpose to worship and glorify
Him. Chapter 13, verse 29 reads:

“Aye! It is in the remembrance
of Allah that hearts can find com-
fort.” (13:29)

This is the most important
element of Jihad for a woman: to
possess and maintain such character-
istics as were the staple of those up-
on whom God’s favors descended.
We must always keep a firm focus
on ourselves and on our futures and
play an active part in our homes to
practice and preach the Holy Qur’an
in obedience to the command:

“O ye who believe, save your-
selves and your family from
fire.” (66:7)

[ was 2 or 3 years old when my
Ammi Jan taught me the nazm by Dr.
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Mir Muhammad Ismael Sahib™.
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Qur’an is the best of all, Qur’an is the
most dear
Qur’an is the strength of the heart,
Qur’an is the support

At the time, all my attention was
on trying to follow the sweet melody
of my Ammi Jan's voice.

It is a letter from Allah, which has
come in my name
Dear teacher, teach me quickly its rec-
itation

[ did not have the sense then to
understand the meaning of the poem,
but my Ammi Jan knew her responsi-
bility as a mother to plant the seed of
the love of the Holy Qur’an in my
heart. Over time, I would look back
on that moment, and think what a
beautiful message to inculcate into the
conscience of a child.

Truly, the holy book is a letter,
from none other than Allah Almighty
Himself, the sole creator of the heav-
ens and the earth and everything that
exists therein. What could be more
profound than finding a letter from
Allah in our name?

The sudden and tragic events of
ahore and the martyrdom of almost a
hundred of our men and boys have
again shifted great responsibility to
the women. The ultimate sacrifice,
and the resolve of our mothers and
sisters to remain steadfast on the path
of righteousness has never been
stronger. Our brothers, fathers, un-
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cles, husbands, fathers-in-
law have given the ultimate
sacrifice and the burden is
on us to ensure that we con-
tinue to nurture our future
generations by cultivating
in them the Words of our
Allah Ta’ala.

We are witness to this
that no matter what size
thorns are placed in our
path, our Khalifa of the
time has always returned
our attention to Allah
Ta’'ala and his worship in
the manner of the Holy
Qur’an. I quote from Surah
Al-Imran:

“Be steadfast and
strive to excel in steadfast-
ness and be on your

guard..” (3:201)

The urgency of steer-
ing ourselves in the right
direction becomes apparent
if we realize the temporality
of life on earth. Our life
here is only a drop of water
compared to the waters of
the vast oceans.

Here let me share with
you a recent personal story
which is an example of the
great comfort and guidance
received from the words of
Allah Ta'ala during a time
of hardship. My younger
sister was expecting her
first child and due to com-
plications, delivered a still-
born son after 9 months.

This was a time of
deep sorrow for the entire
family and we all tried to
comfort her in our own
ways. Yet the grief was
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such that we felt we could not find the
right words to console her.

My daughter called me from back
home and during our talk, she men-
tioned these verses which she was as-
signed to cover for our Lajna meeting:

We will try you with something
of fear and hunger, and loss of wealth
and lives and fruits; but give glad tid-
ings to the patient, who, when misfor-
tune overtakes them, say ‘Surely, to
Allah we belong and to Him shall we
return.” (2:156-157)

After pondering over the mes-
sage, and re-reading the verse, we were
overcome with comfort and a sense of
peace. Although we had read this sec-
tion of the Holy Qur’an many, many
times before, the depth of the message
was felt in our hearts for the first time.
No words of ours could match the
power of Allah Ta'ala’s decree. We
were reminded that whatever the trial,
we must be patient and submit our-
selves wholly to the will of Allah.

Promised Messiah® writes, “The
meaning of the Holy Qur’an are un-
folded as demand is created according
to the changing times and stand guard
like well-armed soldiers against the
insinuations and aspersion cast in eve-
ry age.” (Izala-e-Auham Part 1 pg.
255)

It is true that the Holy Qur’an is a
Living Book: every recitation uncovers
a new jewel, a new vision made clear
to us based on our situation, our expe-
riences, our level of spiritual develop-
ment.

So, my dear sisters, as | conclude,
let us keep in our minds that green
path, the ultimate path shown to us by
none other than Allah Almighty. And
the guidance of Allah Ta'ala is pre-
served in the perfect book, the Holy
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Quran. It is a treasure trove of
knowledge and wisdom. It contains
for us our rights, responsibilities, and
the means with which to seek the
guidance of our Creator and with
which to seek His Mercy. It is a com-
pass of righteousness like none other.

Here I would like to add a few
verses of the same poem my dear Am-
mi Jan taught me in my early years
and use this as a prayer for us all:
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Ya Rab tu rahm kar kay, humko
sikhaday Qur’an
Har dukh ki yay dawa ho, har dard ka
ho chara
Dil main ho meray iman, seenay main
noor-e-furqan
Banjaoon phir to sach much, main
aasman ka tara

O Lord, with your mercy, teach us the
Qur’an
May it be the remedy for every sor-
row, a cure for every pain
In my heart may there be faith, in my
chest the splendor of the Qur’an
Then may I truly become, a star in the
sky

And I end with the words of the
Promised Messiah™:

“My heart yearns every moment to
kiss Thy Book;
And to perform circuits around the
Qur’an, for this is my Ka‘bah.”
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AN INTERFAITH EVENT HELD IN
PORTLAND, OR

Harris Zafar, Tabligh Secretary

An incredibly successful Interfaith Event was held in Portland. This
was by far the largest attendance we ever had at any of our events. About
450 guests came to our Masjid for this Interfaith program. We had setup
every chair we had in the Masjid and rented 200 additional chairs, but
these proved to be insufficient. After seating everyone upstairs (the meet-
ing site) we arranged additional seating downstairs with a live video
feed. After that filled up, we sat everyone at the courtyard next to the
Masjid. Once that filled up, then we sat people in our lower parking lot,
When chairs ran out many people stood up.

To plan this event, I spoke with about 20 different religious organi-
zations and, subsequently, lined up 11 guest speakers who were leaders
from their respective organizations. We had leaders from not only three
interfaith organizations but also four Christian denominations, two differ-
ent Jewish communities and two different Buddhist communities. And
the President of our Jama'at asked me to speak on behalf of the Islamic
community. We were overwhelmed with other Christian communities
wanting their leaders or senior ministers to speak. I had to respectfully
decline their requests for speaking after we got the speaker list up to 12.

All three major TV news stations (ABC, NBC and CBS) came to
cover the event, and stayed for the entire hour-and-a-half program, which
included speeches and prayers. None of the three stations have put the
video on their website yet, but I recorded them last night, and they did a
great job covering our program.

The response from those who attended the Interfaith Event was
nothing but positive. Not only were people shocked that we were able to
pull this off in just one week but they were touched and appreciative of
our willingness to reach out and work with others to make this event a
possibility. People were looking for ways to express their feelings about
the Qur’an Burning story, and they found this event to be the perfect re-
action to it. The event itself was successful because of the tremendous
display of teamwork from the Jama'at. Whether they were Khuddam,
Lajna, Ansar or Atfal, everyone chipped in and worked incredibly hard
that I am humbled at their dedication of service. Please pray for everyone
in this Portland Jama'at. For a Jama'at as small of us to execute this
event so well is truly an amazing feat.

This event has proven to us what happens when one says "Labaik"
to the call from the Khalifa. If Hazoor*™ had not given us the guidance of
doing something about the Qur’an burning story, we would not have even
thought that we could hold such an incredibly successful event in just 7
days. But in these 7 days, not only did we gain the attention, acceptance
and excitement of all religious communities in Portland, we were the
premier Muslim group to capture the attention of the media for Eid and
9/11. May Allah continue to bless Portland with great success. May He
continue to keep our relationship strong with Khilafat. And may He ac-
cept our humble efforts to work in His cause. Ameen.
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THE HOLY PROPHET™": HIS LIFE WAS THE
HOLY QUR’AN

Dr. Khaula Rehman Shah (Vestal NY)

Before the birth of the Prophet
Muhammad™", Arabs were drowning
in all sorts of moral depravities and
their society was declining fast. The
poor and the needy were ignored.
Women had no rights or say. Birth of a
daughter was considered a stigma and
in many instances the female infants
were buried alive. Rich people had
slaves and treated them harshly and
unfairly. The rich and the powerful
lived lavishly and the poor and the
weak lived in the service of those war-
lords. It was in such a society that God
sent the Holy Prophet™ with a mes-
sage of change. The Holy Prophet™"
not only delivered the message, he be-
came a living manifestation of this
message.

Once, someone asked Hadhrat
Ayesha™ about the life and character
of the Holy Prophet™". She simply re-
plied, “His life was the Qur’an™. In
this short answer lies the truth about
the life of the greatest of the Prophets.
He lived according to the teachings of
the Holy Qur’an. He was the perfect
follower of his own teachings. To
know him is to know the Qur’an and
to know the Qur’an is to know him.

This article will highlight his
personality as a man, as a simple serv-
ant of God and as a humble person
who lived all his life among his fol-
lowers and enemies as a true man. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad™ was a
great benefactor of mankind, and
throughout his life he helped the poor
and the needy to his utmost ability. He
was the most kind and compassionate
person who ever appeared in the histo-
ry. The Qur’an bears witness to this

fact. It says,
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‘You surely possess the
highest moral excellenc-
es’ (68:5).

Before his ministry,
Muhammad was trusted,
respected and liked by the
people of Mecca. Once he
declared his Prophethood,
all Meccans turned against
him. They considered him
an enemy of their elders
and their traditions. They
tried every trick to persuade
him to give up his mission.
They offered him wealth
and women but he was
steadfast. This angered
them even more. They iso-
lated him and deprived him
of basic human needs such
as food and shelter. While
walking in the streets of
Mecca, women  would
dump garbage on him and
children  would  throw
stones at him. But he was
never angry. Once he
passed in front of a home
and no one threw garbage
on him. He went inside to
ask about the woman, if she
was alright. That woman
used to throw garbage on
him regularly, but on that
day she was sick and he
was there to console her.
Such was the degree of his
patience and benevolence.

As Allah says in the Holy Qur’an:
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‘0 ye who believe, seek help with pa-
tience and Prayer, surely, Allah is with
the steadfast™ (2:154).

One day he went to an adjacent
town of Ta’if to deliver the message of
God. The people of that town were very
mischievous. They threw stones at him
and injured him. Blood was dripping
from his wounds and was collecting in
his shoes. The sun was hot and there
was no shelter. The merciless people
ran him out of town. He found a tree
and sat under its shade to take a breath.
In that moment an angel appeared to
him and offered to punish those dark
hearted people by crushing them be-
tween two mountains surrounding the
city. But Muhammad™" refused. He
prayed for those people and said that I
have faith that many of these people
will accept the message of Islam. In the
Holy Qur’an Allah says to the Holy

saw

Prophet™",
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“We have sent you as a mercy and
blessing for mankind’(21:108).

and this was a reflection of that mercy.

In the Holy Qur’an one attribute
of the believers is their devotion and
worship of God.
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And who sends the night before their
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Lord, prostate and standing. (28:65)

The Holy Prophet™ used to
spend most of his nights standing in
prayer before God, so much so that
his feet would swell. One day his
wife Ayesha™ asked him, why he
spent so much time crying before
God when his salvation was already
guaranteed. He replied, Ayesha,
“Should I not thank God for His im-
mense blessings upon me.”

The opposition of Meccans
kept getting worse. They eventually
decided to kill him. God revealed
their plan to the Prophet, and he was
directed to migrate to medina, a city
300 miles away from Mecca.

In Medina, life changed. There
were many more Muslims in that
city. In just a few months, the people
of Medina, Muslims and non Mus-
lims together, chose him as their
leader. This was an important turn of
events. Muhammad had now be-
come the ruler. His actions from this
position of strength show another
facet of his character. To run the af-
fairs of the city smoothly, he wrote
down an agreement which was ac-
cepted by all parties, Muslims and
non Muslims. This is the first written
governing document in the history of
mankind. It is also a testament to the
fair nature of the Prophet. He guar-
anteed the rights of all people in this
document. He wanted to establish
peace among the people so they
could live comfortably and not spill
each other’s blood.

On the other hand the Meccans
were boiling with anger. They could
not bear the thought of Muhammad-
** flourishing in Medina. During the
next five years, they attacked the
city of Medina three different times.
They wanted to wipe out the Mus-
lims. Muhammad™ had fewer peo-
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ple with him, who were not
warriors and who did not
have many weapons. Here he
proved himself a commander
of the highest caliber. He or-
ganized his limited resources
and fought the Meccans with
such bravery that almost eve-
ry time they were defeated.

As Muhammad*™" was
a man of peace at his heart.
He wanted to establish peace
with the armies of the Mec-
cans. The treaty of Huddai-
biyya was a marvelous docu-
ment and has no parallel in
the history of mankind. What
happened at that time shows
his truthfulness and justice.
Soon after the treaty was
signed, between the Muslims
and the Meccans, Abu Jandal,
son of a Meccans ambassa-
dor, staggered into the Mus-
lim camp. He was in hand-
cuffs and chains and was
wounded and exhausted, tor-
tured by his father because of
his faith. Muslim brothers
unsheathed their swords and
seemed determined to die or
save him, but the Holy Proph-
et™ although very distressed
by his plight did not go back
on his words. He said "O my
dear Abu Jandal, have pa-
tience and trust in Allah, He
will provide a way out for
you and other vic-
tims.” (Tirmidhi)

Such was the high
level of integrity of the
Prophet Muhammad®". He
did not go back on his prom-
ises, and did not even cheat
his worst enemies! He was
true to the Qura’nic injunc-
tion which says:
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‘O ye who believe, be steadfast in the
cause of Allah, bearing witness in
equity; and let not people’s enmity
incite you to act otherwise than with

justice. Be always just, that is nearer
to righteousness. And fear Allah.
Surely, Allah is aware of what you

do’. (5:9)

In the eyes of his enemies this
treaty was a sign of weakness. But the
wisdom of this man of God was im-
mense. This treaty gave Muslims
several political advantages.

After eight years of fighting and
blood shed the city of Mecca fell to
Muslims and the Holy Prophet Mu-
hammad™" entered the city in glory
and victory. Meccans were running
scared of their lives. As was the tradi-
tion in those days, the victorious ar-
mies would kill their opponents and
take their women and wealth. This
great Prophet™ of God on the other
hand entered the fallen city riding on
the back of a camel, his head bent so
low that it was touching the seat. He
was reciting the praise of God. Mec-
cans were anxiously awaiting their
fate. Muhammad™" spoke to the peo-
ple of Mecca, the same people who
persecuted him for years, who killed
many of his friends, who beat him
and abused him, who wanted to kill
him, because of whom he had to
leave the city of his birth. On that
day, if Muhammad®" wanted he
could have settled all those scores. He
had the power of life and death over
them. But this Prophet™ of God
spoke to those people and said, “This
day, there is no fear upon you. Every-
one’s life and property is protected.
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Those who would not fight will be
given shelter.” He honored their lead-
ers and the city of Mecca was taken
without any blood shed, or any killing.
No revenge or punishment was im-
posed. The world had never seen this
type of graciousness before. No won-
der that within days, the entire Arabia
submitted before the will of God, and
accepted Islam. The Prophet™" surely
was a mercy for mankind.

Even as life took him from an
unknown orphan child to the King of
Arabia, The Holy Prophet Muham-
mad*™™ was a humble man who lived
his life in a very simple manner.

He was born in a culture where
women were treated as objects and
property of men, but he respected
women. He asked council from his
wives. He would stand to greet them.
He took them with him on journeys
and wars. He protected their rights and
fixed a share for them in inheritance.
His wives worked side by side with
men in wars to help the wounded.

The Holy Prophet™ said: The
best among you is the one who treats
his spouse well and in that respect [
am better than all of you.

In his early days, Prophet™ was
a man of limited means. After he mar-
ried Hadhrat Khadija™, he was rela-
tively well off. Due to his charitable
nature, he gave away most of this
wealth to the poor and the needy. Af-
ter migrating to Medina, more wealth
came in. Victory in wars also brought
in substantial spoils. But the Holy
Prophet™ was very particular in giv-
ing away all of this. There were many
times when he had to borrow money
for his own needs. Once, the Holy
Prophet™" came in possession of ten
dirham. He bought a shirt for himself
costing four dirham. A man was pass-
ing by and asked for this shirt. The
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Holy Prophet™" immediately
gave him that shirt. He
bought a second shirt for an-
other four dirham and now
had only two dirham left. In
the street he saw a little slave
girl who was crying. The Ho-
ly Prophet™" asked her, what
made her cry? She replied,
“My master sent me to buy
food for two dirham and I
have lost that money.” The
Holy Prophet™ promptly
gave her the last two dirham.
The girl still kept crying.
“Now what?” The Holy
Prophet™" asked. She said, I
am afraid, it is too late and
my master would beat me.
The Holy Prophet™ accom-
panied the girl to her mas-
ter’s home. The man saw the
Holy Prophet*™ and was joy-
ful to see him. In the honor
of the Holy Prophet™ he
freed the slave girl.

saw

The Holy Prophet
was the King of Arabia. He
lived in a small hut built with
tree branches. He used to
sleep on the floor on a mat
made out of leaves. When he
passed away, there was not a
penny found in his posses-
sion as he had given away all
of it to the poor. In the Holy
Qur’an, Allah describes the
attributes of the believers.
They tread the earth lightly
and are humble. They stand
before God in prayers. They
spend in moderation. They
do not make associates with
God. They are chaste. They
do not hide testimony. They
react politely to rudeness. All
of these were prominent at-
tributes of the life and char-

saw

acter of the Holy Prophet™".
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The Promised Messiah®™ describ-
ing the character of the Holy Prophet™"
says:

“] always wonder how high was
the status of this Arabian Prophet,
whose name was Muhammad, thou-
sands of blessings be upon him. One
cannot reach the limit of his high sta-
tus... It is a pity that his rank has not
been recognized as it should have been.
He was the champion who restored to
the world the Unity of God which had
disappeared from the world; he loved
God in the extreme and his soul melted
out of sympathy for mankind. There-
fore, God Who knew the secret of his
heart, exalted him above all the Proph-
ets and all the first ones and the last
ones and bestowed upon him in his life-
time all that he desired. He is the foun-
tainhead of every grace and a person
who claims any superiority without ac-
knowledging his grace is not a man but
is the spawn of Satan, because the Holy
Prophet™ has been bestowed the key
to every exaltation and he has been giv-
en the treasury of every understand-
ing.’ (Hagiqarul Wahi, Roohani Khaza-
'in)

The Holy Prophet Muhammad-
W is the only prophet whose life is
very well documented. His wives and
companions described his living in eve-
ry circumstance in great detail. He was
born an orphan and grew up without his
mother. He did not have formal educa-
tion and belonged to a family of limited
means. At the age of forty when he be-
gan his ministry he faced serious perse-
cution. He was beaten, mocked and rid-
iculed. He was threatened with murder
and had to leave his home. The times
changed and he became the king of his
people. He was victorious over his ene-
mies. In weakness or in power the man
Muhammad®™" never changed. He was
always the humble, caring and loving
person whose first love was worship of
God.
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ALLAH IS THE FRIEND OF
THE BELIEVERS
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Allah is the friend of those
who believe: He brings them out
of every kind of darkness into
light. And those who disbelieve,
their friends are the transgressors
who bring them out of light into
every kind of darkness. These are
the inmates of the Fire; therein
shall they abide. [2:258]

As Ahmadis we witness or
experience real life scenarios of
absolute faith in Allah and Al-
lah’s divine help and support in
return for those who believe in
him. For instance when some of
us earn an honest living and spend
out of it in the way of Allah, Al-
lah multiplies their prosperity 10
times or more, and when some
raise their children to the best of
their abilities so that they can
serve the cause of Allah, Allah
grants them success in everything
they do, while some of us re-
main healthy and strong as they
spend some of their time and en-
ergies for the cause of faith, and

3 sé ;
gl > AL g s

Attiya Salik

for some secret of their
happiness is loving others
for the sake of Allah.

However in the world
that we are living today, not
everyone around us has ex-
perienced or tasted true
sweetness of faith. Societies
are in search of philosopher
stones for success, and po-
tions of happiness; and are
seeking answers about life
and faith. Our environments
offer us various viewpoints
and answers to these ques-
tions.

Firstly are the people
when asked about their
faith and belief in God, give
the trendy reply * I am spir-
itual but not religious”
which sounds very appeal-
ing and fashionable at first
especially to those who as-
sociate religion these days,
with violence and corrup-
tion only, but when one
sees this “I am spiritual but
not religious” community
up close, we see them to be
victims of complacency and
self centeredness. This seg-
ment of the society have
little or no understanding of
personal sacrifice in their
daily lives and generally
lack personal responsibility
or accountability; and it
seems that their lives are

only driven by gadgets and
tweets and face book accounts.
Then there are those who sell
peace of mind and happiness in
small packages. from sham wow
towels, to Cymbalata, to Jeanie
Craig’s weight loss programs,
Dummies books on almost eve-
rything in book stores, to some
eager friends living in our televi-
sion sets, from Oprah to Suze
Orman to Martha Stewart to real-
ity TV stars, to soul mates on
match.com there is always some-
thing or someone to help fix and
fill lives. Yet we see dejected
people around us, as these sup-
ports are too temporary and only
require credit card numbers in
return.

Women by nature have
greater need for friends for emo-
tional and amity support to meet
the responsibilities of life, at
times when they feel rejected,
defeated, abandoned and when
they are delighted, fortunate and
blissful, they need friends to rely
upon and share it all. Our friends
come in different sizes and
shapes, and we all have our share
of drama queens, the attention
addicts, the relentless pessimists.
and the exploiter.

But then there is a friend
Who does not judge us, a Friend
who always covers our inade-
quacies and weaknesses, one
does not need to have coach
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handbags or Parada shoes to be
accepted by Him or have Botox
every other month to be part of
the club of His Chosen Friends.
We don’t need an 800 number to
call now to get double the offer
but one can call Him anytime,
anywhere, His lines are never
busy and when one calls Him, He
not only doubles but quadruplets
the offer, and no matter how low
our credit scores are with Him
we still get something. In order
to get His attention one needs to
cry in front of Him and seek His
attention like a baby and when
one confess of her/his failings
and wrongdoings, and like a
mother He Covers them, and not
only forgives but also forgets.

In order to find this Friend
one does not need to look too far
or Google anything, all we have
to do is to look around us. We
are surrounded by people in
shape of our parents, grandpar-
ents and others whose faith in
Ahmadiyyat is unshakeable and
their hearts are governed by faith
in Allah and it is not too hard to
find their secret of happiness and
wisdom i.e.,

"Alais Allaho Bekafin Abdahu"

( Is God not sufficient for His
servant)

on their finger rings and en-
graved on their hearts.

If we look out of our imme-
diate circles of life, at the history
of religions and faith, we see Al-
lah always remained a true friend
of believers, but He also tried
and tested them with adversity
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and hardships. Be it Mo-
ses®™, Joseph® or Jesus®™,
Allah tried them all. They
were persecuted and at-
tacked by the wealthy and
mighty of their times, but
He granted these shepherds,
carpenters and stone cutters
eternal light and granted
their followers permanence
to date.

But above all is the
belief of Mohammad*™" for
whom heavens and -earth
were created, Allah in re-
turn for this highest order of
belief, turned a small town
of poets and ignorant trad-
ers in the deserts of Arabia,
a beacon of light for eterni-
ty and the seat for His cho-
sen faith. Allah removed
their indulgences and trans-
gressions from them and
blessed them with virtue,
He converted their suffer-
ings and despair into pleas-
ures and joys and made
them victorious over their
opponents as He was their
ally.

Today when the mem-
ories of Lahore Attack are
still fresh in our minds, we
can shout out and claim to
be that small party who are
the carriers of the same tra-
ditions and bearers of the
same flag. Those who re-
jected the message of true
Islam and call us infidels
are the ones who are con-
sidered to be ignorant, ones
who are still living in dark
ages, their orthodox practic-
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es have no relevance to the com-
mon man in today’s societies.

Over the last 120 years the
enemies of Islam and Ahmadiy-
yat have attempted all they could
to extinguish the flame of true
Islam but Allah again and again
humiliated them and they failed
despite having their bombs and
guns. When they attack two of
our mosques Allah blesses us
with 1000 in return, when they
martyred one of our brothers, Al-
lah opens doors to thousands as
our brothers in faith. Our Lord is
the same Lord who revealed to
the Holy Prophet™ when he with
his friend Abu Baker was in a
dark cave taking refuge at the
time of his exodus from Makkah,

- /& = .,’//
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Grieve not for [ am with
you” He is the same Lord who
answered the prayers of the Holy
Prophet Mohammad™" when he
said that God if you do not help
us there will be none left to take
your name and Allah sent his an-
gels in the battle ground of Badar.
Our continuity and growth is not
a random event in the history of
mankind, it is a proof of our truth
and protection granted to us by
Allah.

So we get our answers from
these signs of Allah, from guid-
ance of the Khalifa and sacrifices
of our brothers, be they in La-
hore, or Bangladesh, or Indone-
sia. The answer to all the complex
questions of our lives as Ahmadis
is simple and straight forward:
Allah is a faithful Friend to those



October - November 2010

87

Ahmadivya Gazette USA

“

who believe in Him. He is the
one Who grants eternal light is
the One and triumph, and pro-
tects one from catastrophic fail-
ures, be it at the macro level
community or societal level or at
individual level. The source of
all wisdom, knowledge. happi-
ness and success is Belief and
faith in Allah. But one cannot
close the matter by just verbally
stating that they believe in Allah
so Allah should be their friend
and take care of their matters:
true belief demands sacrifice and
patience in all aspects of one s
life. Fear of Allah, being thank-
ful to Him and humility is what
differentiates ordinary believers
from those who attain the status
of his friendship.

As Allah himself declares
in the Holy Qur’an
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Only they believe in Our
Signs who, when they are re-
minded of them, fall down pros-
trate and celebrate the praises of
their Lord, and they are not
proud. (32:16)

Hadhart Anas™ relates that
the Holy Prophet once said;
“There are three qualities which,
when possessed by someone,
will enable him to discover true
sweetness of faith: That Allah
and His Messenger are dearer to
him than anything else ; that He
loves someone purely for the
sake of Allah; and that after Al-
lah the Almighty has saved him

from his disbelief , he
loathes returning to disbe-
lief as much as he abhors
being hurled into fire.
(Bukhari)

[Selected Sayings of the
Holy Prophet, Page 9]

The Promised Messi-
ah™ interpreted these guide-
lines beautifully. He de-
fined believers as those
who are bestowed a pure
love of the Divine. Whose
hearts are governed by fear
of Allah and are bestowed
with extraordinary stead-
fastness. They are freed
from all arrogance, pride,
meanness, conceit, hypocri-
sy, envy, miserliness and
narrowmindedness.  Their
trust in Allah is of highest
order, they love and sympa-
thize with God s creatures
without expectations of re-
ward, and they are ready to
sacrifice their whole beings
in the way of Allah.

(Essence of Islam, Volume
IV Page 54-58).

In return of this belief
Allah rewards his servants
with light hearts and en-
lightened minds in today’s
crowded and cluttered
world. So one does not
need Cymabalata, Sozy Or-
man or others to fix their
financial or personal woes.
As He takes care of His
servants and opens doors
for them from unknown
means. All He asks for is
that one put their trust in

Him and be Truthful to Not only
Him but themselves too, All our
actions should be driven by noth-
ing else than the will to please
our this beloved. Promised Mes-
siah®™ once said that only those
are friends of Allah. for whom
even slightest movement of their
hands, feet. even eyes is for the
sake of Allah

(Malfoozat, Vol 5, Page 128)

which is the highest status of
submission and not all of us can
claim it but we as Ahamdi wom-
en at least can try to follow the
example of the the friend that
Hadhrat Khadija™ was for Mo-
hammad™", the daughter Hadhrat
Fatima™ was for the Holy Proph-
et Mohammad*", the Sister Zain-
ab™ was for Imam Hussain™ and
the mother Hadhart Amma Jan™
was for the Masih Mau’ood™ of
this time.
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“Our Lord, we have heard a
Crier calling wus unto faith,
‘Believe ye in your Lord,” and
we have believed. Our Lord, for-
give us, therefore, our errors and
remove from us our evils, and in

death number us with the right-
eous.(3:194)

(Ameen)

hhhhdk
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THE BEST PROVISION IS TAQWA
(RIGHTEOUSNESS)

Ash’hado alla ilaha illallaho
wahdahu la sharika lahu wa
ash’hado anna Muhammadan
abdohu wa rasuluh

Amma baadu fa aauzu billahi mi-
nashaita nir rajeem
Bismillah hir rehman nirraheem

My Dear Sisters:

Assalamo alaikum wa rahmat-

ullahe wa barakatuhu

Mankind, whom Almighty
Allah created solely for His wor-
ship, is in a continuous state of
journey whose provision is taqwa
(righteousness). In the Holy
Quran, Almighty Allah says,

“Surely, the best provision is
righteousness.” (Ch 2, V 198)

And this is the subject that I
want to talk about in the next few
minutes.

The basic purpose of human
life is to worship Allah and the
pinnacle of all worships and good
deeds is to attain pleasure of the
Most High God. Each good deed
should be rooted to earn Allah’s
love, while abstaining from all
evils should be to avoid Allah’s
displeasure. Every believing man
and woman must always keep the-
se two facts in mind, for this is
defined as Tagwa or righteous-
ness.

The subject of Tagwa 1s too

Sameea Safi

vast to discuss. Nevertheless
[ shall try to shed light on
some of its aspects in this
presentation.

In the Arabic Inaguage.
Tagwa literally means to
‘safegaurd’ and to ‘abstain’
but conventionally it is a
condition of the heart which
avidly stimulates towards
goodness and simultaneously
creates disgust and aversion
towards evil. This is such a
fundamental thing that with-
out which a pure and living
relationship with Almighty
God is simply unattainable.
The Promised Messiah®
states, ‘Tagwa is not some-
thing trivial. It is the means
of combating evils which do
-minate man’s inner
strengths and powers. All of
these forces, in the state of
Nafs-e-Ammarah or the self
that incites to evil, are satan-
ic within a human being. If
left unchecked, they will en-
slave him completely.’

(Malfoozat, Vol 1, p 21, New
Edition).

The fact of the matter
is that when attainment of
God’s love becomes the sole
purpose of one’s life, then
one grows indifferent to the
fear of even the highest of
world-ly powers. The follow-
ing example from the life of

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih I is
worth not-ing in this respect.

Before Promised Messiah’s”
claim and his Bai'af, Hadhrat
Maulvi Nuruddin Sahib™ was in
the service of Maharaja of Kash-
mir as royal physician. Once he
accompanied the Maharaja on a
boating trip. The Maharaja’s Pan-
dit, the priest who led him in ritu-
als and worship, was also with
them. When the time of Salat ap-
proached, Maulvi Sahib™ started
offering prayers. The Pandit re-
peatedly pointed out to the Maha-
raja that Maulvi Sahib™ had not
sought his permission to offer Sa-
lat. The Maharaja did not respond.
After his Salat was over, the Ma-
haraja inquired of Hadhrat Maulvi
Sahib™ thrice about what the Pun-
dit had said to him. Each time
Hazoor™ responded negatively.
The Maharaja grew angry with the
Pandit and cursed him, and then
said, ‘Maulvi Sahib knows no fear
of us. Had that been the case, he
would have first sought permission
and then said his Salat. But since
his Salat was for God, he was
afraid of Him alone, not of us.’

(As’haab-e-Ahmad, Vol 3. P 106-
107)

Now let us briefly explore
how we, as women, can better
bring up our future generations by
adopting the highest standards of
Tagwa.



October - November 2010

89

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA

e e A R e e e e e Y e e e

Haya i.e., modesty and chas-
tity are among high moral values
of Islam. The word Haya literally
means to refrain from something.
The Holy Prophet™" has said,

‘Al haya o- khairun kulluhu’

‘Modesty is a human virtue that is
all good®

In the today’s materialistic
and irreligious world, immodesty
is reaching its limits, resulting in
painful incidents in homes, de-
stroying peace of family life. Pur-
dah is both a commandments of
Almighty Allah and a high moral
and social value. By abandoning
this noble virtue, womenfolk, to-
day, have increasingly become
insecure and vulnerable both in
the East and the West. In a bid to
look more informal or seek mo-
dernity, prescribed purdah with
non-mahram relatives is generally
given up in the beginning, which
ultimately transcends all bounda-
ries of immodesty and shameless-
ness.

Purdah is a part of woman’s
attire. Whereas Allah taught man-
kind to clothe themselves to cover
their evident weaknesses, which
also safeguards their physical
bodies, in a likewise manner He
prescribed for them the garment
of Tagwa to cover their inner
weaknesses. Thus, in the Holy
Qur’an, Almighty Allah says,

‘O children of Adam! We
have indeed sent down to you rai-
ment to cover your shame, and to
be an elegant dress; but the rai-
ment of righteousness - that is the
best. That is one of the Signs of

Allah that they may remem-
ber.’

(Surah Al-Araaf, Verse 27)

Thus modesty and 7a-
gwa are deeply connected
because both contain simi-
larities as regards safe-
guarding. Both are about
moral, spiritual, and physi-
cal protection. If one is let
go of, the other is sure to be
lost.

Underscoring the im-
portance of purdah, Syedna
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih al
-Khamis*™ said, ‘Purdah is
meant to uphold a woman’s
honor. It is part of woman’s
nature that she desires re-
spect. She has personal dig-
nity which she wishes to
maintain. Islam is the great-
est standard bearer of wom-
an’s respect, honor and
rights. It is no coercion,
therefore, that a woman is
required to observe purdah
or wear a hijab; rather it is
an attempt to give woman
her rightful place and estab-
lish her individuality’.

(Friday Sermon, April 23,
2010)

My Dear Sisters:

Each new family be-
gins with marriage. The
Qur’anic verses recited dur-
ing a Nikah sermon repeat-
edly mention Tagwa. Thus
from the very start of the
new journey, the new cou-
ple is admonished that their
new journey should com-

mence with 7agwa. And if they
want to be successful both in this
life and the Hereafter, they would
still require the same provision.

Therefore, be it a matter of
relationship between a husband
and wife or their in-laws, or a
question of mutual treatment of
the two families, or a concern for
the proper upbringing of future
generation, happiness will be their
lot as long as 7agwa is the basis
of every deed. But if the mutual
treatment is such that it severs
even the maternal ties, then such
people would be bereft of Allah’s
mercy since a mother’s womb is
tied to Allah’s mercy. And one,
who is cut oft from God’s mercy
will have the doors of acceptance
of prayers also shut upon him.

Every married couple has a
natural desire for children. This
indeed is necessary for the contin-
uance of the humankind too. Nev-
ertheless Almighty Allah has
taught the believers the following
prayer. ‘Our Lord, grant us of our
wives and children the delight of
our eyes, and make us model for
the righteous.” (Surah Al-Furgan,
Verse 75). Implying thereby that
we leave behind a righteous prog-
eny. Now the question arises, how
will the progeny become ‘right-
eous’? The prerequisite for this is
that the parents should inculcate
love of God and Faith in their
hearts. They should not dedicate
their lives to mere materialistic
pursuits, but should live their lives
in a manner that would leave a
good impact on their children.

In the world at large, nearly
every society has some common
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evils that affect people from every
religion and faith. These include
tale-bearing, back biting, jealousy,
mistrust of others, complaining,
finding faults with others and publi-
cizing them, looking down upon
poorer fellow human beings with
scorn and contempt, etc. If we re-
frain from these ills in our daily
lives, then the atmosphere of our
homes will become conducive to
good upbringing of our children,
and we shall leave behind a proge-
ny enriched with 7agwa. And the
best heritage a mother can leave
behind for her child is 7agwa.

On one occasion Hadrat Kha-
lifatul Masih IV™, while addressing
the Lajna, said, “Women are the
factories of future generations.
They are factories in the physical as
well as spiritual and moral sense.
They can produce and vouchsafe
any type of progeny that they desire
for the future. This is the reason
why the Holy Prophet *" did not
say that paradise lies under the feet
of fathers. Rather he said that Para-
dise is under the feet of mothers.
The Holy Prophet™ did not pro-
nounce that Paradise lies under the
feet of every mother. It implies that
those pious women who are from
the Ummah of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad*" and are his servants,
and who practice Islam with hones-
ty and righteousness, they alone
have Paradise under their feet as
the future generations will be born
to them with heavenly attributes
and raised with heavenly attributes
in their pious laps.”

(Address to Lajna Ima'illah
Germany, Sep 08, 1990)

Thus in the light of this in-

struction from Hazoor™, we

need to inculcate Allah’s
love in our hearts. If we
succeed in this, then our
hearts will forsake the love
of this world, and life will
become simple. Our chil-
dren will also refrain from
evil as they will be con-
scious that there is no con-
tradiction in the words and
deeds of their parents.

My Dear Sisters:

Let us now look at
some of the distinguishing
characteristics of the right-
eous people. A righteous
person is one who believes
in the Unseen, establishes
Salat and spends in the way
of Allah out of that which
He has bestowed upon him.
He spends his life in utmost
humility and meekness.

A righteous person is
never arrogant. He speaks
in a manner in which a low-
ly person talks to an exalted
person. He does not consid-
er anyone inferior to him,
does not give people bad
names, rather treats others
with respect, and shows
steadfastness during hard-
ships. Allah makes friends
with such righteous people.
He fulfills their needs,
saves them from every ca-
lamity, provides sustenance
for them which includes
spiritual sustenance as well.
Allah says that ‘I befriend
the righteous person to the
extent that I become his

hands with which he works, his
feet with which he walks, and his
tongue with which he speaks.

In the world at large, people
are smitten with various difficul-
ties and problems but Allah
spares the righteous. Not only
this, even those who come to the
righteous are also saved from
afflictions. The Promised Messi-
ah® says, ‘Thus it is a blessing
that the righteous people see
God’s angels. Life in the Hereaf-
ter is merely an article of faith,
however, a righteous person is
shown that life right here in this
world. They receive God in this
very life, He manifests to them,
and speaks to them.’

(Malfoozat, Vol 1, P 12)
Dear Sisters:

If we act upon these injunc-
tions, our lives will also trans-
form likewise, Insha Allah. Let
us all join in prayer that Allah
grant us Tagwa, and bestow upon
us the Light that will illuminate
our paths. May our minds be
filled with that Light. May our
eyes and ears, and tongues, and
our actions and rest be anointed
with that Light. May we spend
our lives in that Light, and may
our generations also be blessed
with similar rewards.

Ameen, Ya Rabbul Aalameen!

E o



October - November 2010

91

Ahmadiyya Gazette USA

UNDERSTANDING OUR TRUE PURPOSE

What is the purpose of
life? Sometimes we find ourselves
lost in a society where the purpose
of life is fulfilled by how success-
ful we are in our careers or in our
family life. The amount in our
bank defines success. Many times
people find their purpose in life in
doing what they love the most but
how long does that achievement
last or how deep is a purpose that
is only for the sake of our happi-
ness. All these things like career
and family life are important but
are they enough to be the purpose
of our lives. Will a life that is
driven by only these reasons be so
fulfilling?

Allah Almighty says in the
Holy Qur’an:

- " s o, B )
0 o3 1 ol Sl il

I have created jinn and men
so that they should recognize and
worship Me. (51; 57)

We are Allah’s creation so
it only makes sense that we our-
selves would not choose our pur-
pose in life. We are unable to de-
cide when we come into this
world or when we will leave then
how can we resolve our purpose in
life. As Allah bestowed upon us
higher facilities than His other
creations and wit tat He gave us a

purpose.

IN LIFE

Mehdia Sana Rahman

According to this
verse the purpose of our
lives is the worship and un-
derstanding of Allah Al-
mighty. Indeed this was a
blessing bestowed on man
by Allah.
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Verily, We offered
the Trust to the heavens and
the earth and the moun-
tains, but they refused to
bear it and were afraid of
it. But man bore it. Indeed,
he is capable of being un-

just to, and neglectful of,

himself. (33:73)

Explaining this
verse the Promised Messi-
ah™ wrote:

“This means that the
Divine Trust, by which is
meant the love of God and
complete obedience to Him
even in the face of hard-
ship, was offered to the an-
gels and the whole of crea-
tion and the mountains, all
apparently full of strength,
but they all refused to un-
dertake it, being afraid of
its grandeur. But man un-

dertook it for he possessed two
qualities that he could force him-
self in the cause of God Almighty
and could advance so far in love of
Him as to forget altogether every-
thing else.”

The Promised Messiah®
explained 8 means for fulfilling
the purpose in life that Allah bless-
es His people with:

The first means is the cor-
rect reorganization of and faith in
the true God. Not to put faith in
worldly achievements and means
or to set up other idols. In a mate-
rialistic society we find ourselves
many times relying on worldly ob-
jects so much so that we lose faith
in Allah. We must remember that
they will not answer as Allah an-
swers. Let us not be like those who
stretch forth their hands towards
water and as it to enter their
mouth. But will it come do so? Not
at all. We must put full faith in the
true God.

The second means of
achieving the true purpose of life
is to become aware of the perfect
beauty of God Almighty, for beau-
ty is something which naturally
attracts the hearts and generates
love. We find ourselves in awe
when we see beauty around us in
the mountains, in the oceans, and
in sky. But realize this is only a
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glimpse of the grandeur of Allah’s
beauty. He is the Source of grace
for everything and receives no
grace from anything. Every particle
derives life from Him. When we
are aware of His Beauty we will
find ourselves lost in His love.
Such is the attraction of Allah Al-
mighty.

The third means of achiev-
ing the purpose of life is to become
aware of the benevolence of God
Almighty, for love is generated by
beauty and benevolence. The be-
nevolent attributes of God Al-
mighty are set forth briefly in Surah
Al-Fatihah, where it is said:
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All praise belongs to Allah,
Lord of all the worlds. The Gra-
cious, the Merciful, Master of the
Day of Judgment.

As we think about our lives,
we were created from nothing and
thereafter Allah Almighty’s Provi-
dence was bestowed upon us. What
could be more benevolent then the
Creator who has manifested all
types of His mercy for His servants.
The glass of water we drink so easi-
ly, not thinking of how big a bless-
ing it is, or the air we breathe, how
important it is to us. We did not ask
for this air, it was already given to
us. We only need to ponder over
the providence of Allah to see how
magnificent His benevolence is.

The fourth means of achiev-
ing the true purpose of life is Pray-
er. The Holy Prophet™" said,

“Giving up Prayers is
akin to disbelief and pagan-
ism”

There is a repeated
urge towards Prayer, so that
man should achieve his pur-
pose not through his own
power, but through God’s
power. With so many dis-
tractions in this society that
can easily steer us away
from our purpose in life,
prayer is the one thing that
will help us stay firm and
not fall pray to temporary
beauty of this society.
When we are watching our
favorite show or we plan to
go to the theatre to watch
our favorite movie we are
so much devoured by this
temporary enjoyment that
we leave behind our pray-
ers.

In the Holy Qur’an it
says.

“Know that the life of
this world is only a sport
and a pastime, and an
adornment, and a source of
boasting among yourselves,
and of rivalry in multiply-
ing riches and children.
This life is like the rain the
vegetation produced where-
by rejoices the tillers. Then
it dries up and thou seest it
turn yellow; then it be-
comes broken pieces of
straw. And in the Hereafier
there is severe punishment,
and also forgiveness from
Allah, and His pleasure.
And the life of this world is
nothing but temporary en-

Joyment

of deceitful  things.

(37:21)."

In the big picture we all know
prayer is much more important
but when the time comes some-
times even in these littler matters
we leave behind our true purpose
in life. We must become those
who pray amidst bullets and
bombs with no fear of death, nev-
er leaving behind our true pur-
pose.

The fifth means of achiev-
ing the purpose of life is striving
in the cause of Allah with one’s
property and one’s faculties and
one’s life and one’s reason. As
Lajna we pledge:

I affirm that 1 shall always
be ready to devote my life, proper-
ty, time and children for the cause
of faith and the community. I shall
always adhere to truth and shall
always be prepared to make every
sacrifice for the perpetuation of
the Ahmadiyya Khilafat.

It is this very pledge we
make as the handmaidens of Allah
that will lead us to path that ful-
fills our purpose. Every time we
recite this pledge let us remember
all the sacrifices Lajna are making
around the world not only are they
sacrifice their time and property
but their lives and their family’s
lives. Let no fear enter our hearts
when the time comes for our sac-
rifices. May we stay steadfast.

The sixth means for
achieving the purpose of life is
steadfastness; that is to say, that a
seeker should not become tired
and should not be daunted by tri-
als.
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The Promised Messiah®™ so
beautifully explains the true
meaning of steadfastness:

“It is true that steadfast-
ness is more than a miracle. Per-
fect steadfastness is that one
should find oneself surrounded
on all sides by calamities and
one should find one’s life and
honor in danger and nothing
comforting should be available,
so much so, that God Almighty
should stop—by way of trials—
the comforting visions and
dreams and revelation and
should leave one in the midst of
terrifying fears, but that at such a
time, one should not abandon
courage and should not step back
like a coward and should not let
one’s fidelity be weakened. One'’s
sincerity and loyalty should not
be shaken, one should be pleased
with the humiliation, one should
be reconciled to death, one
should not await the support of a
Jriend, one should not seek glad
tidings from God, because of
one’s delicate situation, and one
should stand up straight despite
helplessness and weakness and
the lack of every comfort. One
should stretch forth one's neck,
saying: Whatever is to ver has
been determined and one should
not be impatient nor complain till
the trial is over. This is the stead-
Jastness the reward of which is
God. This is the quality by virtue
of which the dust of Messengers,
Prophets, Siddigs and Martyrs is
still so fragrant. "

The seventh means of
achieving the purpose of life is
keeping company with the right-
eous and to follow their example.

One of the needs of the ad-
vent of Prophets is that man
naturally seeks a perfect
example, for it fosters ea-
gerness and resolve. He
who does not follow a good
example becomes slothful
and goes astray.

The eighth means of
achieving the purpose of
life are visions and true
dreams and revelation. As
the path that leads to God
Almighty is a difficult one
and is studded with misfor-
tunes and hardships and it is
possible that a person might
begin to despair and stop
going forward, the mercy of
God desires to keep com-
forting him and encourag-
ing him and augmenting his
zeal and eagerness. So it is
His way that from time to
time He comforts such peo-
ple with His word and His
revelation and makes it
manifest to them that He is
with them.

The means ex-
plained by the Promised
Messiah™ [ mentioned are
to not only guide one to-
wards achieving nearness to
Allah but it helps in under-
standing the purpose of life.
To better understand this
blessing, this purpose Allah
bestowed upon we must
understand what it means to
worship Allah. It not only
entails our five daily pray-
ers and praising the Gra-
cious the Merciful, but it is
every action we make in
complete obedience to Al-

lah. Every decision must be made
in essence of complete obedience
to Allah. As Muslim women we
can fulfill our purpose in many
ways. As daughters, wives, moth-
ers, students, career women and
Lajna Imaillah we have so many
opportunities to fulfill our pur-
pose as long we as submit our-
selves to Allah.

In the history of Islam
never have the Muslim women
been blessed with being given the
title of Lajna Imaillah the hand-
maiden of Allah. It’s in the time
of Ahmadiyyat that we were
blessed. As Hadhrat Khadijah™
and Hadhrat Fatima™ sacrificed
themselves in the way of Allah let
us keep their purpose alive today
which was to worship Allah to
understand His Beauty and Love.
Today people have raised their
fist against Allah’s people saying
that we are outside the realm of
Islam. So to every Lajna, to the
youth, I say we must strive to be
the embodiment of a true Muslim.
So that a glance at us would leave
no doubt that we are the hand-
maidens of Allah not only in the
way we dress but in our actions
the spring of bounties of Al-
mighty the beneficent Allah gush-
es forth. May Allah give us the
strength to achieve the true pur-
pose of life, may Allah give us the
strength and ability to become
true Lajna Imaillah.

Ahhhhkk
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ACCOUNTS OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES
Laila Isack, Phoenix, AZ

My name is Laila Isack and
although 1 was raised Muslim, I
wanted to address the subject of
conversion because 1 have thought
about it many times in my life, espe-
cially since my teenage years. My
mom is a convert of Islam, born to
Catholic parents, and after many
years of searching for honesty in the
portrayal of God, she found Islam,
and converted before I was born.
During my very young and adoles-
cent years, I grew up in Sunni
mosques and always found myself
filled with love when reading Salat.
When 1 was a little girl, my mom
made another conversion from be-
ing Sunni Muslim to accepting Ah-
madiyyat Islam, and I followed in
her footsteps on this journey to a
new found truth because that is what
children do; they follow the ways of
their mothers and fathers; they mim-
ic what they see and what they hear.

As I was becoming an adult
in an Ahmadi household and living
in the material world of the United
States, | had to make decisions over
and over again. Decisions that either
confirmed my faith that I was
brought up with, or confirmed the
material and Godless world T was
being tempted into on a daily basis.
When I got older, I had to establish
my faith as my own, and decide if
[slam was going to be the base of
my belief system. When children
are growing up they usually believe
what they are told, and at one point,
[ believe we all had to decide or we
will have to decide, if we are going
to practice our religion on our
own. It was here in these trying
years of being a youth in America

that I began to realize it was
ultimately I, not my parents,
who had to choose the right
path for me. I would have to
be the one to make good
choices along the way and
that each one of these right
choices would actually be the
building blocks of my own
form of conversion.

A woman at my Mas-

jid said for the longest time

she was Ahmadi because she
was born Ahmadi and that
was all she had ever known.
When she grew up she re-
searched religion and found
[slam, not only did she find
Islam, but also the belief in
the Promised Messiah® to be
the true teachings of God. |
relate her discovery because
it is the same discovery I
came about when I had ma-
tured enough to choose my
religious destiny. It was re-
cently that I made my own
personal conversion from
being raised Muslim to be-
coming a Muslim. It was
recently that I established
myself as a convert of Islam:
and I believe we are all con-
verts of Islam.

The word convert has
many different definitions. I
wanted to review the many
forms, and one of which is
chemistry: to cause (a sub-
stance) to undergo a chemi-
cal change. For example, like
combining Hydrogen and
Oxygen, and converting it
into H20, water. Hydrogen is

a highly dangerous and explosive
clement, but when combined with
Oxygen, an element that provides us
with life, Allah Ta'ala makes water;
another element that we are depend-
ent on to live. This is a perfect exam-
ple of how we can add positive
teachings to any negative aspects in
our lives and we can, Insha Allah,
result with souls as pure as water.

The next definition is, in my
opinion, one of the most important
forms of conversion, and that is to
change in character; cause to turn
from an evil life to a righteous one.
For instance, to convert a criminal
into an honest follower of the law, or
to convert weak and sinful practices
ingrained in one’s character, and
change those flaws that they become
strong and moral characteristics that
Allah Ta’ala will be pleased with.

In Holy Qur’an Chapter 33,
verse 34, it is stated

“Surely, Allah desires to re-
move from you all uncleanness, O
Members of the Household, and pu-
rify you completely.”

There is not a negative char-
acteristic in the world that Allah
Ta'ala is not willing to cure. We
must first make the intention through
prayers implying we want to change;
we want to convert to a better form
of ourselves.

There is a Hadith of the
Prophet Muhammad™", “Seek the
guidance of thy soul! Seek the guid-
ance of thy soul! Seek the guidance
of thy soul! The virtuous deed is one
whereby thy soul is restful and thy
heart contented, and sinful act is one
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which rankles in thy soul and which
contracts thy heart even though the
other people endorse it as lawful.”
Narrated by Hadrat Wabisa bin
Ma’bad™.

There are no better ways to
follow than the ways of the Holy
Prophet™”. We should all let the true
beauty of our souls guide us, and
convert all our actions into ways of
the righteous. I know a quote by an
unknown author but his words can
be seen during the rise of Islam, the
quote goes, “The battlefield is so
wide and there are many ways to win
a war. Surely there has to be a peace-
ful means, and probably one of them
is to convert enemies into friends.”
When the Holy Prophet™ conquered
Mecca with Allah Ta'ala as his Best
Friend, the Holy Prophet™ convert-
ed his worst enemies into his friends,
and they accepted Islam at his feet.
Therefore using the history of our
religion as an example, we can, In-
sha Allah, convert even our enemies
to believers of Islam.

With Islam, we can convert
dry and weak land located in unsta-
ble areas, into Mosques with strong
stable walls that echo with the Glory
of Allah Ta'ala, reaching the streets
of the slums, where love can cure the
inner cities of Chicago and Milwau-
kee; and Islam can cover the sins of
Freemont Street in Las Vegas with a
veil of purity and innocence. With
the words of Allah Ta'ala, we can
alter violence found in the Southside
of Tucson, Arizona and the dark
streets of Detroit; and our words can
be like green bullets made of peace,
stopping fists and guns of rage. We
can, Insha Allah, clear the pollution
in Los Angeles and New York City
with a rain drenched in the pure
teachings of the Prophets (4llah
Ta'ala have mercy on them), a way
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of life that will reign over
the Corporations and Poli-
tics governed by greed and
corrupted by the despera-
tion of accumulating wealth
in this world. The words of
the Holy Qur’an can blow
like the dust of the outskirts
of Texas, causing an intelli-
gent sand storm that does
no harm, but instead lifts
ignorance from the minds
of so many, sweeping it off
the map. Even the most dis-
graced streets of our home
towns can see a change.
Even here, Baltimore, Mar-
yland can change like the
seasons, and Autumn can
bring a fall to any corrup-
tion, and the wind can blow
with Qur’anic verses; and
fruit trees filled with hones-
ty can grow in place of sin.
And indeed these places
have changed. Where there
is a Masjid, believing peo-
ple move in and change the
aura of the streets. Follow-
ing the ways of Islam, we
can see a holy change in
our ghettos locally-- nation-
ally and internationally.
Following the ways of Is-
lam, we can see a change in
ourselves. Following the
ways of Islam, we can be
that change; Alhamdulillah.

We must remember
when we convert old ways
into new traits of righteous-
ness, our works do not go
unnoticed, not by man, and
more importantly not by
Allah Ta’ala. The people of
the world are influenced by
their surroundings, and if
surrounded by humility and
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loving characteristics, we will, Insha
Allah, see a new epidemic spreading
like the speed of light. We are the
leaders of our time, and to lead, and
to convert the world, we must im-
prove ourselves. Convert ourselves
into the best of mankind, and there-
fore man will have living examples
to become the best of their kind, just
as our beloved Hazoor*™™ does for us.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, an
American poet, is quoted having
said, “Speech is power: speech is to
persuade, to convert, to compel.”
Allah Ta'ala gave us a voice to teach
what we know, “to persuade, to con-
vert, to compel.”

Chapter 28 of the
Quran, verse 26 says,

Holy

“Most surely He Who had
made the teaching of Qur 'an binding
on thee will bring these back to thy
place of return.”

When we make the words of
the Holy Qur’an binding on our-
selves, we will be more knowledgea-
ble to grow spiritually, and we are
more knowledgeable when we are
equipped with truthful words when
teaching Islam to the people of the
world. If we stay regular in our reci-
tation of the Holy Quran and remem-
ber to constantly convert negative
ways into positive ways, we are, [n-
sha Allah, on the right path.

The Promised Messiah® said.

“The real and perfect paths
of salvation have been opened only
by the Holy Qur’an; all others were
only its shadows. Therefore you
should study this Holy Scripture with
the wutmost attention and deepest
thought; and you should love it as
you have never loved anything else.
For indeed, as God has conveyed to
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me, “All the good lies in the
Qur'an.”

The last definition and one
of the most common definitions
known for the word convert is to
cause to adopt a different religion,
political doctrine, opinion, etc. For
example, to convert the Atheist, or
to convert the Christian, or to con-
vert the Mormon, or to convert the
Sunni to Ahmadiyyat Islam. Chapter
8 of the Holy Qura'n, verse 158
reads,

“And their saying, ‘We did
kill the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary,
the Messenger of Allah;’ whereas
they slew him not, nor crucified him,
but he was made to appear (o them
like one crucified; and those who
differ therein are certainly in a state
of doubt about it; they have no defi-
nite knowledge thereof, but only fol-
low a conjecture; and they did not
convert this conjecture into a cer-
tainty; "

The Jews and the Christians, all
People of the Book, but unfortunate-
ly people who did not convert their
teachings to their full potential. The
Jews only acknowledging the Torah
and not converting to the belief in
later Prophets; and negating Hadhrat
Jesus®, as a righteous Messenger of
God. And the Christians, if they had
converted their assumptions, it may
be that they would not have taken a
man of God as their God, and would
see that Hadhrat Jesus™, had fore-
told the coming of the Prophet Mu-
hammad®”. And even many Mus-
lims believing in so many righteous
Messengers of Allah Ta'ala, but pe-
nalizing their ability to convert their
belief into the highest form of truth
by not believing in the Promised
Messiah, Hadhrat Mirza Gulham
Ahmad®.

As we see, the word
convert takes many forms
and can be seen in many
ways. We are all converts of
Islam, and through Allah
Ta'ala we can, Insha Allah,
convert our tears into smiles
and joyous laughter, our
long frustrating hardships
into patient, steadfast, and
faithful triumphs. Convert
our enemies into our friends.
Convert our flaws into pure
actions of the righteous.
Convert our laziness into
active hard work for the
cause of Islam. Convert our
animosity into love for all.
Convert our loose and de-
structive speech into a pleas-
ant and eloquent tongue.
Convert our abrupt and
speeding step into a moder-
ate and graceful walk.

And how do we con-
vert the world to the true
peaceful religion of Islam?

By converting our
ways into the peaceful ways
of Islam, the ways of the
Holy Prophet™, the ways of
the Promised Messiah™; we
lead by example. We con-
vert ourselves and the world
follows in our footsteps. Be-
cause how do we learn if not
from our neighbors? And
with Allah Ta'ala’s guid-
ance, we can all, Insha Al-
lah, be exemplary models of
the righteous. I pray for you
all. JazakAllah Khairan and
Assalamu  Alaikum  (May
peace be upon you).
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HADITH

Hadhrat Aswad™ relates that
Hadhrat ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab™ vis-
ited the Holy Prophet™. The Holy
Prophet™ was ill and was lying on
a Qutwani bed-sheet and his pillow
was of leather which was filled with
Adhkhar  grass. (Seeing this) Ha-
dhrat ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab™ said:
"May my father and mother be sac-
rified for you! Caesar and Chosroes
rest on silky mattresses (and you are
in such a condition). Hearing this,
the Holy Prophet™ said: 'O ‘Umar!
Would you not be happy that you
get these comforts in the Hereafter,
whereas worldly people have these
in this world?' Then Hadhrat ‘Umar
bin Al-Khattab™touched the body of
the Holy Prophet™" and noticed that
he had a very high fever. At this,
Hadhrat ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab™
said: '(Hazoor!) You are a Messen-
ger of Allah, yet you have such a
high fever! The Holy Prophet™
said: 'In this Ummah, it is the Proph-
et who is tried the most, after that,
rank-wise, the virtuous people. This
has been the case with other Proph-
ets and peoples who passed before
me.' "

(Msunadul Imamul A ‘zam kitabur-
riga-q, p 217)

Hadhrat Abu Musa Al-Ash-
‘ari™ relates: "Hadhrat ‘A’isha™
showed us a sheet and a thick loin-
cloth and told us that the Holy
Prophet™" was wearing them when
he died."

(Bukhari kitabullibas babul aksiy-
yah, Muslim kitabullibas babutta-
wadi' fillibas ... alkh)

ke hkkk
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DISTINCT QUALITIES OF
THE MAID SERVANTS OF ALLAH

Dr. Shanaz Butt, Sadr Lajna Imaillah-USA

“They are the ones who turn to
God in repentance, who wor-
ship Him, who praise Him, who go
about in the land serving Him, who
bow downto God, who prostrate
themselves in prayer, who enjoin
good and forbid evil, and who watch
the limits set by Allah.” (9:112)

Did you know that Islam is the
fastest growing religion in the world
today? Just in the USA, ~ 20,000
Americans are accepting Islam each
year and yet, it is hard for any aver-
age American to understand how
[slam could be called a peaceful reli-
gion. Not only are the words terror-
ism and Islam almost always men-
tioned together, but now add to it the
increasing anti-Islamic sentiments
and restrictions put on Muslims
around the world —for example; the
cartoon depictions of our beloved
Master Prophet Muhammad®", the
banning of minarets on mosques in
Switzerland, the banning of head-
scarves in French schools, the recent
banning of veils in Belgium, the
tragic killing that took place on May
28" in Lahore, Pakistan where Mus-
lim brothers killed other Muslim
brothers. So how should an average
American react to Islam? However,
a more important Q would be: How
should an average Ahmadi Muslim
react to these happenings around the
world? What should our response
be? How do we defend Islam when
Muslims are being attacked, ridi-
culed & imprisoned and when 100s
of lives are laid down by our mem-
bers, who are not even allowed to
call themselves Muslims or practice
their religion openly?

We live in a country
where religion can be prac-
ticed freely, and yet, how
many of us freely practice the
tenets of Islam without any
restraint? Because, it is not
sufficient to write a few arti-
cles in the newspaper ex-
pounding on the beauties of
Islam if we do not believe in
our hearts that Islam is a beau-
tiful religion. It is not enough
to stand up at Inter-faith sym-
posiums and proclaim loudly
that Islam is a peaceful reli-
gion when we do not experi-
ence this peace within our-
selves or within our homes or
within our own community. It
is not good enough to say that
the freedom to practice our
religion is a constitutional
right-but then not practice it
ourselves.

In 1991, when Hazoor
(Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih
IV™) spoke to Lajna USA, he
said: if you defend Islam by
mere words, your voices will
not be heard, and even if it is
heard, it will not impress any-
one. But if you defend Islam
with your good deeds and
good conduct, then people will
become interested in your
good words. If an Ahmadi la-
dy conducts herself in the
manner which the Holy Quran
has instructed her to do, then
the charm and fragrance of her
Tagwa' will influence those
who come in contact with her.
This, my dear sisters, is the

surest way by which we can ALL
defend Islam. And this is the es-
sence of my speech entitled:

Distinct Qualities of the Maid
Servants of Allah

Even though we all know the
best way to defend Islam is through
the practice of its beautiful, logical
& practical teachings, we have great
difficulty in demonstrating the
teachings through our righteous be-
haviors and righteous conduct. On
January 15" 2010, Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih V** said that in order
to fulfill our obligations to Islam, we
need to cast off the shackles of this
world. We need to be mindful that
we are the followers of that Proph-
et™ who taught us what is permissi-
ble and what is forbidden. The
Promised Messiah™ was sent by Al-
lah to provide us with additional
guidance that would liberate us from
these shackles. Unfortunately, many
of us are not able to abandon these
shackles and cannot free ourselves
from the bondage and many of us
have even forgotten the true purpose
for which Allah entitled us as Ah-
madi Muslims.

So let me take a few minutes to
talk about those shackles that are
interconnected and so difficult to
shake off. For example, take False-
hood and telling lies. Telling lies has
become most common-place. Na-
tions tell lies, governments tell lies,
office holders tell lies to suit their
needs. Slowly our whole mode of
living seems to have become one big
lie. We may seem very polished and
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sophisticated on the outside but from
inside we are nothing if we lack hon-
esty and integrity. Falsehood causes
cracks not only in human relation-
ships but also prevents us from de-
veloping a relationship with Allah
and several verses in the Holy Qur’an
remind us......
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Falsehood cannot exist with
truthfulness; the practice of falsehood
cannot exist with the practice of Ta-
gwa! Because falsehood stunts our
spiritual growth while Tagwa ele-
vates our spiritual development.
Wherever you see falsehood, you
will find that it keeps company with
other immoral qualities such as bad
intentions, deception, dishonesty,
cheating, fraud, hypocrisy, exaggera-
tion and so on. The Promised Messi-
ah®™ has said:

“Adhere to the truth and shun
falsehood. Falsehood is nothing less
than Shirk or idol worship.”

When in trouble, instead of
seeking help from Allah, we seek
help from lies and dishonesty. We
would rather tell a lie than admit our
weakness. We will tell a lie because
we fear not the displeasure of Allah
but the displeasure of another human
being.

Falsehood and lying is a
breeding ground for greed and dis-
content: The more we have, the
more we want. This lack of content-
ment, this restlessness to compete
with others, the desire to look young-
er than we are, fairer than we are,
taller than we are, thinner than we
truly are, make us slaves to false ad-
vertisements and clever marketing on
TV, radio & internet, make us desire

the vain pleasures and per-
ceptions of reality that are
sold by Bollywood and Hol-
lywood. And we begin to tell
more lies because we need to
either show off or need to
hide our weaknesses. We
spend too much money or
take out a loan just to show
others how well off we are.
We equate monetary and
material possessions with
power, family status, titles,
high offices, love and a
sense of belonging in special
friendship circles. When we
have this false need, this
hunger, this desire to show
others that we are better than
them, what happens? We
begin to lose our self-
respect, our dignity, our hu-
mility & replace it with im-
modest and shameless be-
haviors.

In the sermon deliv-
ered on September 25, 2009,
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih
V2 gaid:

“The lavish spending
on weddings, walima, mehn-
di receptions, pre-and post-
wedding celebrations is an
example of increasing show
and pomp. The money spent
on these lavish receptions
could be used to support or-
phans and many other good
causes which are practical
demonstration of the true
servants of the Gracious
God. The true servants of the
Gracious God do not engage
in vain and frivolous pas-
times, nor do they spend
their hours glued to their in-
ternets or TV screens, and
this includes young girls and

boys going to clubs and concerts and
socializing in mixed groups.

In 1991, Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih IV™ made an important compar-
ison. Hazoor™ said that living in the
North Pole without protective warm
clothing is similar to living in this soci-
ety without the clothes of "Tagwa'
wrapped around you. Hazoor said that
if you dress only to please people, then
the whole style of your life will be
governed by that domineering factor.
You will gradually be led away into a
materialistic pursuit of vain pleasures.
But if you are attired in the dress of
'Tagwa,’ then whatever you wear,
whether beautiful or not, whether fash-
ionable or not, it will distinguish you
from the ordinary society. My dear sis-
ters, if you think about it, most of our
expenses, our clothes, fashions, social
pastimes, and our vain and frivolous
behaviors serve to only satisfy our low
self-esteem, our false egos, false sense
of worth and an inferiority complex.
We prefer to wear the shackles of a
wealthy and so called modern, ad-
vanced and sophisticated society. Thus,
in a sense we are our own worst ene-
mies because rather than defend the
beautiful teaching of Islam, we are
serving to attack it even further.

When you consider the rela-
tionship between a servant and Master,
how does a servant behave? A servant
is faithful, respectful, loyal, obedient,
and works hard to please the Master.
Consider how much more distinct will
be the relationship between a true serv-
ant and her Gracious God? My dear
sisters, you are not ordinary women.
You are Lajna Imaillah — which is
translated as the Maid servants of Al-
lah. A great title that comes with a
great responsibility. As Lajna Imail-
lah, we have a lot to think about, re-
flect upon and be concerned about -
because we are the bearers, fashioners
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and designers of the future genera-
tions. Allah has given us the ability to
produce and then design whatever
kind of progeny we desire for the fu-
ture. Hazoor said when Lajna Imail-
lah becomes steadfast and firm, then
the future generations will also follow
in their footsteps because the foul
smells of vulgarity, indecency, dis-
honesty or hypocrisy and falsehood
cannot stand up against the sweet fra-
grance of Haya, justice, love and
truth.

So how can we, how do we
break the shackles that we have
knowingly tied around our necks,
hands and feet? We need to be abso-
lutely certain that Islam is a divine
religion that when followed and prac-
ticed will bring us closer to Allah and
make us better people on this earth.
Armed with this conviction, we need
to take firm and steady steps towards
Allah. Because when we start mov-
ing in Allah’s direction, Almighty
Allah promises us that: Whoever
moves towards me by the span of an
open hand, I move towards him by
half an arm's length. And whoever
moves towards me by half an arm's
length, I move towards him by the
length of an arm. When he comes
walking towards me, I run to meet
him. In this regard, the Holy Proph-
et™ has said: If a servant of God sub-
mits himself wholly to the will of Al-
lah and commits the whole direction
of his life to it, he gradually achieves
a condition in which God becomes
the eyes with which he sees, the ears
with which he hears, the hands with
which he toils and the feet with which
he walks.

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V™
said to Lajna Imaillah USA:

“The most potent advice that I
can give you is to become Godly in
your conduct and to become con-
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sistent and true in your
words and actions. The en-
ergy you draw from the
love of God is inexhausti-
ble. If you truly become
Godly, a charisma will be
built around you which will
gravitate to all that come
within the sphere of your
orbit. You will exert a pow-
erful influence over your
families and especially your
children because children
take their parents seriously
when they are convinced
that their parents are true
and honest and have no in-
consistencies.”

Hazoor™ further said:
Live a balanced life and
walk carefully, with cau-
tious steps on the tight rope:
taking care of one's rela-
tionship with God on one
hand, and taking care of
one’s relationship with hu-
man beings on the other, in
perfect balance and order —
this is the true meaning of
Tagwa.'

Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih V** on Janyuary 15,
2010 said:

Who else but Ahmad-
is have pledged that they
will give up idle rituals and
greediness? Who else but
Ahmadis have pledged that
they will totally accept the
kingdom of the Holy
Qur’an? Who else but Ah-
madis have pledged that
they will make the Word of
God and the word of Proph-
et Mohammad®™" their mo-
dus operandi? Always re-
member that progress is not
measured through worldly
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pleasures. Rather, it lies in the approval
and blessings of Allah the Almighty.

So my Dear Sisters, let us reflect
on the handcuffs that we have fastened
to our wrists and feet. The key to un-
locking these handcuffs is to establish a
firm link with Allah the Almighty. Let
us step forward to achieve this goal be-
cause this is the key that will save us
and our children, and help us protect and
defend Islam with our good conduct and
righteous behaviors. If we claim to be
Lajna Imaillah- The Maid Servants of
Allah, then it is incumbent upon us to
recognize the shackles that imprison us
to this world, to make every effort to
move towards Allah by improving in
piety and Tagwa, honoring our pledges,
serving others with patience and con-
tentment, preserving our chastity and
raising the standards of modesty in our-
selves, our homes and the community
we live in.

So let us turn to God. Let us be-
come Godly. Let us become God Fear-
ing. Let us Love Allah and make Allah
our best friend over all other relation-
ships. Once we are equipped with the
fragrance of Godliness, we will find it
much easier to clothe ourselves in the
most beautiful garments of 'Tagwa'. And
when we adorn ourselves in the gar-
ments of Tagwa, we will display those
distinct qualities that a true maid servant
of Allah should display, Insha Allah.
And when we are armed with Libaasut
Tagwa, we will find it very easy to de-
fend Islam in the best manner. In clos-
ing, let us evaluate ourselves and see
how we measure up to the description
given in verse 112 from Chapter 9:

“They are the ones who turn to
God in repentance, who worship Him,
who praise Him, who go about in the
land serving Him, who bow down to
God, who prostrate themselves in pray-
er, who enjoin good and forbid evil, and
who watch the limits set by Allah.”
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CURBING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE THROUGH
MOTHERHOOD

Arsila Faheem, Baltimore, MD

As my husband and I watched
the evening news, my 3 year old son
ran towards us. He tripped over the
carpet and fell. Without acknowledg-
ing his father’s presence, he extend-
ed his arms for my embrace. I
hugged him, kissed his invisible boo-
boos and everything was ok. As he
wobbled out of the room, I looked at
my husband and smiled. “Do you
know why he did not come to me?”
My husband asked. “It’s because you
kissed and hugged him whereas I
would have just told him to walk it
off.” “No.” I smiled, “Motherhood, I
think----"

As we ponder over the unfortu-
nate cases of Domestic violence, im-
ages of adults and spouses abusing
and fighting emerge in our minds.
Recently National Lajna has been
very involved in developing a task
force and chalking out helpful re-
sources. Domestic violence however
is like terrorism. In order to abolish
it, we must identify its root cause.
Take for instance, the recent heart
breaking martyrdom of Ahmadis in
Pakistan. This act of heinous crime
can be condemned through media
outreach programs, the Khuddam on
security duty, in Pakistani mosques,
could be armed with weapons to
make Ahmadis safe, but will these
steps inhibit a new string of terrorists
from being bred for Jihad against
Ahmadis? No, this will not happen
till the Blasphemy Laws of 1974 are
repealed and the hate- breeding
madrassas are shut down for good.
Terrorism has its roots in these laws.
Likewise domestic violence cannot
be blamed on a single individual.

Unless we pinpoint the root
cause for domestic vio-
lence, we will not be able to
curb it. We could call 911
or the Domestic violence
hotlines, and seek help from
Jama'at officials, but this is
only a last link in the chain.
[t is merely an attempt to
bandage the wounds. This
will not retard the number
of mentally unstable indi-
viduals who contribute to
domestic violence. Where
then should we look for the
root cause of domestic vio-
lence? Motherhood, when
not done right, is one of the
biggest contributing factors
to domestic violence.

So how and when
does a cute and cuddly baby
turn into an abusive mon-
ster? Trace it back to the
time when a woman finds
out that she is carrying a
baby. Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih 1V™, said,

“As mothers you
should talk to your children
about Allah’s love in the
very beginning. If you ne-
glect this in the start and
want to catch up to it later
on, you'll find out that this
is an impossible task. It is
so unfeasible that some-
times the mothers destroy
themselves in pathos, but
are unable to do anything.
So you should embark on
this mission, at the very

start when you find out that you are
carrying a baby, and continue it till the
child reaches maturity and becomes an
independent individual. During this
period you can generate immense
changes in him. However I will reiter-
ate this point again, that the changes
you want to instill in him, you have to
inculcate in your personality first and
foremost. Without altering yourself,
your progeny will not transform. As
long as your personalities are not filled
with the light of Allah’s Being, the
hearts of your children will not be
filled with it either.”

There are scores amongst us, edu-
cated or uneducated who instead of
praying for a righteous child, wish for
a son, only so that he could be a care
taker in their old age. About this Ha-
dhrat Masih Mau’ood® said:

“The sole purpose of having chil-
dren should be that they grow up to be
true servants of religion as is men-
tioned in Ch. 25:75.But there are very
few who pray that their progeny should
be a champion of faith. There are many
who don’t even know why they at-
tempt to have children while there are
others who only want an heir, lest upon
their death, a relative or stranger
should take possession of their proper-
ty. But be mindful that with this atti-
tude, your faith is completely de-
stroyed. Any other reason to have chil-
dren besides the one that it should
serve the cause of faith is not accepta-
ble.”

Thus when a mother raises her
son with the sole intention of him be-
ing the care taker, she unintentionally
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imparts preferential treatment upon
him. He would be given a better
share at the meal, and his sisters will
be expected to clean up behind him
because he is the prince of the house
and is too busy studying. This dis-
criminatory behavior will lead to
stubbornness in the boy and resent-
ment in his sisters. Hazdhat Kha-
lifatul Masih [V™ said,

“At times mothers have trained
their boys in such a manner that they
have made them gods. They raise
them to be arrogant and haughty, and
favor them over girls. Slowly they
make them boastful and crazy. Later
on their wives have to face the conse-
quences of this wrong upbringing of
such mothers. As so, in the final
form, it is a woman who is causing
hardship upon another woman. It is
commonly seen that in households,
where sons are taken as gods, pre-
ferred over daughters, raised as
boastful individuals and given all
sorts of liberties, when these boys
grow up into men, they are always a
source of nuisance for other women.”

When such mothers become
mothers-in-law, they create havoc for
their daughters-in- law. A very com-
mon form of emotional abuse by the
mothers —in- law is to silently or vo-
cally pressurize the young couple
into having sons. If they have only
daughters, then instead of paying
heed to the following hadith of the
Holy Prophet™", they pressurize their
sons into getting married again so
that he could bear sons and their
progeny could continue. The Holy
Prophet™" said:

“He who brings up two girls
through their childhood will appear
on the Day of Judgment attached to
me like two fingers of a hand.”

Little do these mothers know

that it has been biologically
proven that the gender of
the child is determined by
the sperm that comes from
the man and not from the
ovum of the woman. Thus
if the mother sets her goals
straight and from the very
beginning raises her son so
that instead of a means of
her livelihood in old age, he
would become ‘sadaga

Jaariah © for her, she could

teach him many virtues.
The lap of motherhood is
the first school for a child.
By practicing them, a moth-
er could teach them pa-
tience, tolerance, compas-
sion, respect and all other
merits to lead a productive
life. The Holy Prophet®™"
said:

“Paradise lies under
the feet of a mother.”

Meaning thereby that
by being a model of good
values, a mother can train
her children so that they can
tread upon the paths that
lead to paradise.

An important aspect
that leads to physical abuse
by grown up adults is if
they have faced similar
abuse in the young age.
About the practice of
spanking, Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood™ has said:

“For me, spanking a
child is entered in polythe-
ism as if an ill tempered
person himself wants to
partake in direction and
providence. Direction and
training is purely an act of
God. Strictly following a

child, much insistence to do a particu-
lar thing and thereby restraining them
from every small thing, proves as we
alone are the masters of guidance and
we could bring the child to the right
path as per our desires. This is a form
of imperceptible disbelief. Our com-
munity should abstain from it. As the
parents endeavor to hit a child, I wish
they would strive in prayers and make
it a portion of their compassionate
prayers. It is so because the prayers of
parents for their children have been
given a special acceptance.”

Spanking a child will raise a boy
who will hit his sisters, a classmate
who will bully his fellows and a hus-
band who will be physically violent
towards his wife. Because this is what
motherhood taught him---- a quick fix
to all problems. Instead if the mother
would have done as Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood® has said, she would have
ensured to raise a child who is ready
to forgive, instead of being abusive
and also become a strong believer in
the power of prayer. Also instructing
the wives in this regard, Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih IV™, said,

“If a battered woman, to gain
the sympathies of her children, exag-
gerates to them as to how she is tor-
tured and tells them that their father is
a cruel man, then she herself has de-
stroyed her progeny. Instead of pro-
tecting them, she has allowed the mal-
ice of her husband to reach them. If
she sacrifices and intervenes between
her kids and the brutality of her hus-
band, bears all the unkindness upon
her heart but prevents it from reach-
ing her children, then she is likened to
a hen. A hen is a weak animal save
for, when the vulture attacks her chil-
dren. She then protects them under
her wings. No matter how many hard-
ships, it faces, but she does not let it
reach her chicks lest the vulture
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would harm them, after her death. This
is a true mother that we see in an ani-
mal.”

Likewise children raised under
the watchful eyes of their mother re-
sort to truth instead of lying. If they
make a mistake, we should try to for-
give, exercise patience and not repri-
mand them for admitting their mis-
take...

The Holy Qur’an states:

“Let them forgive and forbear.
Do you not desire that Allah should
forgive you?” (24:23)

If the mother uses kind form of
speech and polite mannerisms, there is
a very slim chance that the child would
not follow suit. In some households it
is a norm to abuse and curse the child
and foul mouth it. One should not be
surprised when these boys and girls
grow up to adopt a similar harsh lan-
guage. The Holy Prophet™" said:

“Abuse of a Muslim is sin and
his murder is disbelief.”

Napoleon once said,

“The hand that rocks the cradle,
rules the world.”

As so mothers should take pride
in motherhood. Do not think of it as a
burden but only a sweet responsibility
for which one has been chosen by Al-
lah. As mothers we all realize that at
times, motherhood is frustrating, ex-
hausting and for many, perhaps less
rewarding (in terms of appreciation).
But the fruit that it bears is a sight for
sore eyes. During the process, the
mother has to kill her ego, make com-
promises and remain steadfast with
prayers. Demands of motherhood can
only be met if the mother realizes that
it is a task that Allah entrusted upon
them and all that they tolerate in its

course; will be rewarded by
Allah alone. Any other in-
tentions will only meet with
failure.

Over the years, a very
interesting phenomenon of
motherhood has emerged.
This is the concept of ab-
sent motherhood. Many
might take offense to it but
outsourcing motherhood? I
often ask women who have
a quest to become alpha-
women, if they would out-
source a multimillion dollar
job? Won’t they strive for
every penny of this job?
Why then denounce moth-
erhood and leave it for nan-
nies, day care centers or
even export it to grand-
mothers in South Asia?
How then in this world and
in the hereafter can we ex-
pect the rewards of mother-
hood without the sacrifice?
It is like the multimillion
job, without a paycheck
every month, but with ever-
lasting rewards and far
reaching outcomes. There
are many things happening
in a child’s life that only a
mother’s keen eyes can
keep an account for. Also
substituting ~ motherhood
with WII and I pads will
only raise aloof and distant
kids. Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih V** has said:

“My heart is filled
with the prayers of Al-
mighty Allah when I see
well educated women with
professional skills some-
times do not work just be-
cause their children need
their attention. These wom-

en are neither selfish nor follow their
own desires. But their sole purpose is
to protect their next generation. ---
Seeing these children the heart is
filled with gratitude for Almighty Al-
lah that despite living in this environ-
ment and in this age, such wonderful
boys and girls have been granted to
the Promised Messiah® by Allah the
Almighty.”

While following in the footsteps
of the women in the west, Ahmadi
mothers should be mindful of the dire
results in the form of divorces, sui-
cides and drug abuse in children. As
builders of a heavenly society, we are
expected to show a model to our kids
that they could adopt it in their own
lives as well. There is no worldly or-
ganization that would only allow us to
enjoy our share of rights without first
fulfilling our duties. The essence of
recognizing our duties of motherhood
and thereby curbing domestic vio-
lence in its roots can be epitomized in
the following quote of Hadhrat Kha-
lifatul Masih V***. He has said:

“Women can express their grati-
tude for the favors bestowed upon
them by Allah the Exalted and His
Prophet saw) when they recognize
their obligations. An Ahmadi woman
needs to do so more particularly since
she carries twice the weight of this
debt. This is because she has also
pledged allegiance to the Promised
Messiah (as) the true devotee of the
Holy Prophet (saw) who once again
established women’s rights in the
light of the Holy Qur’an and the Sun-
nah.”
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COLORS OF A RAINBOW:
PROFILE OF A MUSLIM HUSBAND

Surah Al-Fatihah is often
referred to as the key to under-
standing the Holy Qur’an, there-
fore, it is not surprising to find
verses therein that are the key to
finding success in this life and the
hereafter.

Verses 5, 6 and 7 of the Su-
rah Al-Fatihah state:

“Thee (Allah) alone do we
worship and Thee alone do we
implore for help. Guide us in the
right path.

The path of those on whom
Thou hast bestowed Thy bless-
ings, those who have not in-
curred Thy displeasure and
those who have not gone
astray”.

So, the message is as clear
as it is simple. Conduct yourself
in a manner that is consistent with
those who have succeeded and
avoid the path of those who have
gone astray and you will have Al-
lah’s blessings and all the success
that accompanies it.

The subject of marriage and
the roles of the spouses are also
governed by the above mentioned
laws of nature. In this article, I
will try to depict the profile of a
Muslim husband using the criteria
set forth in the first Surah of the
Holy Qur’an and practiced by
those who were sent to set an ex-
ample.

Zahir M. Ahmad

First of all, in order to
be a good Muslim husband,
one has to be a good Mus-
lim. This journey begins
with the responsibilities of
the parents even before the
birth of the child. The Holy
Qur’an emphasizes the im-
portance of prayers even for
the unborn child when it
states in chapter 3 verse 40:

“There and then did
Zachariah pray to his
Lord, ‘My Lord , grant me
from Thyself pure off-
spring, surely Thou art the
Hearer of prayers’ ”.

Again in chapter 25
Verse 75 while speaking of
those who would be accord-
ed a high place in paradise
the Holy Qur’an Says:

“And those who say,
our Lord grant us of our
wives and children the de-
light of our eyes and make
us a model for the right-
eous”.

It is clearly estab-
lished by the Holy Qur’an
that praying for and work-
ing diligently for the spir-
itual and physical health of
a child is the responsibility
of both, the parents and the
child. And the most im-
portant time of a child’s life
is before the birth and very

early life.

The Holy Prophet of Islam™"
was always interested in the spiritual
and mental education of children,
and he provided them with guidance
for their material and spiritual happi-
ness. It can be seen that Hadhat Mu-
hammad Mustafa™" focused much
on prayer in guiding his children.
Hadhrat Anas™ narrates that when
the Holy Prophet Muhammad®™" set
out for Fajr, he would go to Fatima's
door and call the people in the house
to join him. He would knock on their
door to get them out for Isha as well.

Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood®
also stressed the importance of the
upbringing of the children and the
responsibilities of the parents in this
regard. In Malfoozat Volume 11, page
4, he states:

“They should make it a part
and parcel of their duties that they
pray for the children fervently; the
prayers of the parents for their chil-
dren are particularly accepted by
God.”

This responsibility must be dis-
charged with the highest level of 7a-
gwa keeping in mind the basic prin-
ciples of love, respect and under-
standing and should be embedded in
the child’s mind while he or she is
very young. Talking about moral
training of a child Hadhrat Khalifatul
Mash IV" in his Khutba Jumu’ah
gave an example of Hadhrat Sahibza-
da Mirza Muzaffar Ahmad Sahib and
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his wife Hadhrat Sahibzadi Amatul
Qayyum Sahiba. Hazoor™ stated,

“Here in the USA your Ameer
M.M. Ahmad Sahib and his wife,
my sister, Amatul Qayyum Sahiba
are good models to follow. Muham-
mad Ahmad the son of my nephew,
Battu, is very dear to them and they
create an impression that as if Mu-
hammad Ahmad can lead them by
their noses and what ever he desires
will be done. I mean that is an im-
pression that they create to the cur-
sory observer. But I know better
than that, within his small world of
freedom he is never permitted to
cross the boundaries of principles.

In fact, he is taught to be abso-
lutely true, to respect elders, to love
God and the Holy Prophet™ and
his servants, all Godly people and it
is incumbent upon him to respect
the Holy Qur’an and listen to it in
silence when it is recited.

All of this is done in a manner
that the child continues to retain a
sense of freedom and follows the
instructions by appropriating them
as these values belong to him and
he himself is the guardian over all
these good qualities”.

As it is clear from Hazoor’s™
statement, it is the parents who
transfer “good values” to the child
and the child then becomes the
guardian of those values. So, par-
ents must not under estimate the
influence they have on creating the
“Muslim child, brother, sister, and
husband and wife.

Islamic values regarding a
husband and a wife are very clear.
The relationship has to be based on
the values of “Tagwa™ and that nec-

104

essarily means, in letter and
spirit, ie., “Qaulan Sa-
dida”. No relationship can
work if it is not based on
trust. Trust is a tool that
glues together any relation-
ship, the quality of trust
makes anything possible.
And yet, trust cannot be
demanded. It is something
that is built and earned over
time by indulging in prac-
tice of Tagwa and Qaulan
Sadida, always telling the
truth.

The Holy Qur’an in
chapter 2 verse 188 tells us
that husbands are garments
for their wives and the
wives are garments for their
husband, highlighting the
value of trust in a relation-
ship. Trust in a relationship
then gives way to comfort
which leads to harmony.
The Holy Qur’an tells us
that the relationship should
be one that is a source of
comfort to each other. In
chapter 7, verse 190 Allah
states:

“He, it is Who has
created you from a single
soul and made there from
its mate, that he might
find comfort in her™.

Another basic staple
of building trust is treating
one’s wife in the best way
possible. Treating her in a
manner that the husband
would like to be treated
himself or even better. The
Holy Prophet of Islam™",
while talking about virtuous
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men said:

“Khairokum Khairokum
Li-Ahlihee, ”

that, “the best among you is he
who is best in dealings with his
wife”.

Hadhrat Masih Mau’ood®™
wrote,

“You should not take your
wives as something to be taken for
granted or of no importance. He,
who does not treat his wife in a
good manner; cannot be called a
righteous person. One can do good
to others only if one can do good to
his wife. He, who quarrels with his
wife, scolds her or even beats her,
can certainly be of no good to oth-
ers.

(Malfoozat Vol. Il p 147)

Contrary to what some be-
lieve, the Holy Qur’an is full of
injunctions that make it very clear
that the relationship between a hus-
band and a wife is based on equali-

ty.

“So their Lord answered
their prayers, saying, I will allow
not the work of any worker from
among you, whether male or fe-
male, to be lost. You are from
one another.” Ch3.V. 196

Allah has enjoined upon hus-
bands to be “guardians™ over their
wives. The meaning of being a
guardian must be clearly under-
stood. Too often men take the word
to mean that they are the superior
in the relationship, whereas, being
a guardian is a tremendous respon-
sibility and must be understood in
its entirety.
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The concept of being a
guardian of one’s wife has in it an
inherent responsibility for her wel-
fare. So one must act in a manner
that is consistent with the values
that constitute welfare. All the ac-
tions we undertake must take into
account the welfare of our wives
and this concept should not be mis-
construed to mean a position of su-
periority over her.

We must take the time to un-
derstand our wives, we must try and
understand the whole person that is,
the body, the mind, the heart and
the soul.

Our beloved Hadhrat Muham-
mad Mustafa® once said to Ha-
dhrat Aisha™,

“Whenever you are upset with
me [ get to know it”. She replied by
asking, “How?”. Hazoor**" said,

“I have noticed that when you
are pleased with me and in the
course of conversation you refer to
God as the Lord of Muhammad and
if you are not pleased with me, you
refer to God as the Lord of Ibra-
him”. Hadhrat Aisha™ laughed and
said that he was right.

(Bukhari Kitabun Nikah)

With reference to Hadhrat
Masih Mau’ood®, Hadhrat Amma
Jan™ narrates that when she first
came to Qadian as a new bride, she
was used to sleeping with a dim
light on. However, Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood® slept in pitch dark. Up-
on learning that the new bride was
used to a light on Hadhrat Masih
Mau’ood®” would wait until she
went to sleep before turning the
lights off. If Hadhrat Amma Jan™
woke up during the night Hadhrat

Masih  Mau’ood®  would
quickly turn the light on. We
have to remember that this
was not a time when turning
the light on simply meant to
flip on a switch. A kerosene
oil lamp had to be lit. Later, as
she would be afraid if she
woke up in the middle of the
night, he started to leave the
light on throughout the night.

Hadhrat Masih Mau-
"00d™ got in the habit of sleep-
ing with the lights on to a de-
gree that he started keeping
dim lights on throughout the
house. Hadhrat Amma Jan™
used to tease him about it and
he would just smile and agree.

The tenderness of the
relationship is felt ever so
strongly in the following ex-
change between Hazoor® and
Hadhrat Amma Jan™. She once
said to Hazoor™,

“Do you know that I al-
ways pray to Allah that [ may
never have to go through the
pain of your demise and that
He may give me death before
calling you”.

To that our beloved Haz-
oor™ replied.

“And I always pray that
you live after me in good
health for many years”.

We all know that Ha-
dhrat Amma Jan™ lived for
forty four years after the pass-
ing of Hazoor®.

As we discussed the
teachings of Islam regarding a
good Muslim husband and ob-

served the behavior of the models
that Allah has provided for us we
have learned a few virtues that
should be in the profile of a Mus-
lim husband. They are:

Love of Allah, love of the Holy
Qur’an and the love of Allah’s
messengers

To seek Allah’s help, to seek Al-
lah’s refuge from the whisper’s of
Satan and to remain steadfast

Shun disorder and work for peace
and to invite her to join in good
deeds

Understand the whole person, the
body, the heart, the mind and the
soul

Treat her with equality, dignity,
humility, respect, , love, look out
for her welfare and comfort and
finally, trust her and earn her trust

In summary, to be a good Mus-
lim husband is to be a good Muslim
by practicing the values that are
consistent with the values of Allah.

When a beam of light is
passed through a crystal prism the
component colors that appear as it
passes through are red, blue, yel-
low, violet, orange and all the other
colors are colors of the rainbow.

When the same beam of light
is passed through the prism of a
good Muslim husband, the colors
that appear on the other side are the
virtues of equality, dignity, humili-
ty, patience, trust and above all,
love.

Among these virtues, the
greatest one is love, for where there
is love, there is Allah.

hhhkkk
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AN OPEN LETTER TO MUSLIMS

WORLDWIDE

Professor K. A. Malik, Ph.D., The University of Texas at Austin

Every religion and particularly
[slam advocates tolerance of others’
views. This Islamic principle has been
adopted by the Western world and this
may be behind its advancement,
strength and vigor. Yet the Muslims
in the world at large are moving in the
opposite direction as is seen by the
ever increasing killings of Shias, Sun-
nis and Ahmadis. This is happening
not only in Pakistan, but in a number
of other Muslim countries as well. It
is saddening and alarming to witness
the plight of the Muslims around the
globe. There is hardly a Muslim coun-
try which enjoys stability. The Mus-
lim world is besieged with strife and
conflict. Muslim nations are fighting
amongst themselves. It is no wonder
that the Western world can unilateral-
ly dictate its will upon them. God Al-
mighty in His infinite benevolence
has bestowed countless bounties upon
the Muslim world by endowing them
with untold resources. Yet, Muslim
nations are amongst the most back-
ward. Should this not be of concern to
the Muslims around the globe and
cause them to “wake-up™™?

Where are the Ulema of the pre-
sent time? Should they not be devot-
ing all their time and making every
effort to create an awakening in the
minds of the Ummah and lead the
Ummah to an enlightened thinking of
acceptance and tolerance. The Ulema
of this time have an immeasurable
responsibility to guide the Ummah at
this very critical period. To whom
much is given much is expected. On
the Day of Judgment how will
the Ulema stand before God, the Giv-

er of all Life when they will
be questioned about forsaking
their responsibilities, not shar-
ing their wisdom and not
spreading knowledge amongst
the masses? Why else has
God, the All-Knowing given
them knowledge if they are
not to share it with others?
Selfish amongst us are those
that keep God's gifts to them-
selves. What greater “sadag-
ah” can there be than to share
knowledge with others, the
same way God commands us
to share one’s riches with the
poor?

Where does it say in the
Qur’an that Muslims have the
right to murder based on mi-
nor differences in reconcilable
religious views? The latest
example of this is the recent
killings of scores of Ahmadi
Muslims who had gathered to
bow their heads in front of the
Forgiving God and were pray-
ing and pleading to God for
Forgiveness and seeking His
Divine Guidance. Please! I
beg to ask the question: Is this
such a crime that an innocent
person prostrating before His
Creator should be murdered?
Can someone please show an
ignorant person like me where
it says in the Holy Qur’an that
such a murderous act is per-
missible in the eyes of
God? Only the Almighty and
All-Knowing God, the Giver
of life, can take life.

What crime have the Ahmadi
committed that warrants their mur-
der? They believe and follow to the
letter and in spirit all the five pillars
of Islam. The following is an exam-
ple of how their beliefs have been
misconstrued and misunderstood:

In the manifesto published
on 2nd October 1891 C.E. Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad®, the founder
of the Ahmadiyya movement wrote
and which was read out by him per-
sonally in the Jamia Masjid (Central
Mosque) of Delhi:

“1 have heard that some of the
leading Ulema of this city are giving
publicity to false charges against me
that I lay claim to prophethood, or do
not believe in angels, or in heaven
and hell, or in the existence of Gabri-
el, or in Lailatul Qadr or in miracles
and the miraj of the Holy Prophet™.
So to make the truth known to all and
sundry, I do hereby publicly declare
that all this is complete fabrication. 1
am not a claimant to prophethood,
neither a denier of miracles, angels,
Lailatul Qadr, etc. On the other
hand, 1 confess beliefin all those
matters which are in the Islamic prin-
ciples of faith, and, in accordance
with the belief of Ahle Sunnah wal
Jam’aah. I believe in those things
which were established by the Qur'an
and Hadith, and consider that after
our Master Muhammad Mustafa™,
the Last of the messengers, any
claimant to prophethood and messen-
gership is a liar and an unbeliever. It
is my conviction that apostolic reve-
lation began with Adam, the chosen
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one of God, and come to close with
the Messenger of God, Muhammad
Mustafa®™”",

There was the time that upon
the completion of the English Com-
mentary of the Holy Qur’an by the
Ahmadiyya movement a copy of the
Qur’an was personally hand carried
to General Ayub Khan, who was
then the President of Pakistan, who
accepted it with grace and dignity
and felt a great honor in receiving it.
There was a time when members of
the Ahmadiyya movement were
amongst the highly revered. The
leading civil servants includ-
ing Deputy Chairman of Pakistan’s
Planning Commission, Commander-
in-Chief of the Pakistani Air Force,
judges of the high court, military
generals, the chief diplomat of Paki-
stan and leading scientists in the
country were largely members of
the Ahmadiyya movement. Ahmad-
is raised the stature of Pakistan and
its respect in the international com-
munity by its members receiving the
Nobel Prize, serving as the Presi-
dent of the United Nations General
Assembly, the Chief Justice of the
International Court of Justice in
Hague and holding senior positions
worldwide in academia, medicine
and global institutions and organiza-
tions. As a result Ahmadis were the
most highly respected citizens of the
nation.

What Hadhrat Mirza Sahib®
said in his speech is the belief of
every Muslim around the globe.
What greater evidence needs to be
produced to clear the misunder-
standing about Ahmadis?

Then why the extremist Mus-
lims are killing the Ahmadi Mus-
lims begs the question --- How can
one have so much hatred in one’s

heart that one is prepared to
kill another human being
simply because of perceived
differences  in  religious
views?

Please show me where it
says in the Holy Qur’an, the
Holiest of Books, the word of
Almighty God, that any per-
son has the right to tell anoth-
er that he or she is not a Mus-
lim. Is this question of wheth-
er a person is a Muslim or not
a political question to be set-
tled in the parliament? Should
this not be left to the Creator?
Do we know what is in a per-
son’s heart? Only God has
that knowledge. Are we not
then playing God? We should
beg God for forgiveness for
indulging in “shirk”: the
greatest of all sins. It says in
the Qur’an “To you your reli-
gion and for me my reli-
gion” (Surah Al-Kafirun). At
another place it is clearly
mentioned “there is no com-
pulsion in religion™ (Surah Al
-Bagarah). Should we not ask
ourselves the question wheth-
er we are following what God
Almighty has commanded?

I beg Muslims around
the globe to seek God's for-
giveness and to begin leading
a life of tolerance and ac-
ceptance. 1 pray to the Al-
mighty, Creator of the Uni-
verse and Master of the Day
of Judgment, our One and
Only God that He in His Infi-
nite mercy forgive us for our
sins and show us the path of
enlightenment and with His
grace lead the Muslim world
out of its dark age. Ameen.

whdhhdkw

1)

2)

3)

4)

ACTIVITIES
Masood Ashraf

The Fitchburg City local access tele-
vision station is playing tapes provid-
ed by the Fitchburg Jama 'at twice a
week. Each week different tapes are
being provided which consist of ser-
mons of Hazoor™ in English lan-
guage translation and Q&A session

with Khalifatul Masih IV™,

The Fitchburg Jama 'at members par-
ticipated in the 4" of July parade held
by city. Members walked the mile
and a half route of the parade holding
huge banner, “Love for all Hatred
for None” waving and greeting thou-
sands of people. All the participants
of the parade were met and greeted
by Fitchburg City Mayor (Lisa
Wong) at the city hall at the end of
parade.

The Fitchburg Jama'at members are
actively distributing flyers as per the
instruction of our beloved Hazoor*®.
Flyers were distributed in front of the
Mosque on Main street and also the
small town of Ashby was visited and
flyers were distributed to several
homes. Flyers are also being distrib-
uted door to door in different neigh-
borhoods in the city and Alhumdolil-
lah the response has been great.

Fitchburg City Mayor (Lisa Wong)
sent her representative to join us for
Eid Prayer on Eidul Fitr Day and lat-
er she also paid a visit to Masjid Bait-
ul-Zikr and met members and held
discussion with president Bashirudin

Mehmud Sahib.

5) The Sentinel and Enterprise newspa-

pers interviewed Fitchburg Sadr,
Bashir-uddin Mehmud Sahib and
published a large article about the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
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IJTEMA

Richard James Law

I am a recent convert to Islam, and a member of the Ahmadiyya Community; my pledge took
place a little less than a year ago.

The 2009 Jjtema had left a lasting impression on me.

Our carpooling took a little over ten hours, seeming all the while like a breeze. As we arrived
everyone was being greeted with an overly-hospitable meal.

The ride combined with the incredible meal had done little justice to the event in its entirety.

The only downside for me in observing the event was a sense of culture shock. The
ambivalence was solely based on the foreignness of the surrounding people and the thorough
discussions on Islam, at this point I was overly familiar with my family’s Christianity, which
greatly frowned upon Islam, in particular.

I partook in the Jjtema at a greater distance than most of those who had attended.
The theme of last year’s Jjzema was on the seeking of forgiveness from God.

The claim for God’s mercy was laid out in the light of the Holy Qur’an; the main message
being, ‘The One God is always oft-returning with His Grace and Mercy, towards all those
that turn to Him when a fault is committed, and ever-strive in accordance to Him, to improve
their conduct.

In addition to speeches given on the theme, there was also an abundance of brotherhood
building activities, such as a blood drive, sporting events, and historically based trivia games.

The 2010 Jjtema approaches in a little over a month. I must say that I am excited, free of the
former ambivalence.

All that I had tensely observed last year, culminated to a promising realization:

‘A dominating sense of unity ran all throughout, and this had been accompanied by the
participants self-less conduct to lend their attention to anybody.’

This remembrance has stuck with me; 1am now, justifiably excited.

khkhkhk
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SAD DEMISE OF MAHMOOD KHAN SAHIB
May 2" 1966 — September 24 2010

Dr. Ahmed Khan

A great loss occurred to Jama'at Ahmadiyya USA on September 24™ 2010 with the unexpected death of
Mahmood Khan Sahib of Houston, Texas Jama'at. While on a business trip in Atlanta, Georgia, Mahmood
Khan Sahib suffered a sudden cardiac event, which lead to his tragically fatal drowning, inna nilla he wa inna
ille he ra jeoon.

Mahmood Sahib was born on May 2" 1966 in Hyderabad-Sindh, Pakistan to Abdul Sami Khan. a
longstanding and active member of the Los Angeles Jama at. His mother, Shafqat Sultana Khan, has been
serving the Jama'at in Los Angeles as the Secretary of Ziafat for more than twenty years. His family back-
ground is deeply seeded within the Ahmadiyya community, dating back to its origin. His paternal grandfather,
Mohammad Zahoor Khan Sahib, and his brother, Dr. Hashmatulla Khan Sahib, planted this love through their
direct relationship to the Promised Messiah®. Mahmood Sahib always lived up to that bond with the Jama 'at
and graciously served in numerous facets.

He came to the United States at the young age of sixteen and obtained his education in the greater Los
Angeles area in Aeronautical Engineering from Azuza Pacific University. His fascination with the marvel of
flight, led him to an occupation as a pilot and Senior QA Specialist for Continental Airlines. For the past six-
teen years, Mahmood Sahib resided in the greater Houston area and was an active and prominent member of
the Houston Jamaat, living in near proximity to Baitus Samee. He served as National Mo 'tamid for Majlis
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya from 1994 to 1999, under the Sadarat of his first cousin Munam Naeem Sahib. In re-
membering him, loved ones describe him as a courteous, charitable, kind, professional, well-organized per-
son, who loved to travel. No one can seem to forget his boisterous smile, as well as his love for making others
laugh with his jokes.

His life’s work of service to the Jama at is remembered by many as evidenced by numerous testimo-
nies. Tariq Bhatti Sahib of the Houston Jama at recalls a touching memory. “For me, one particular memory
of Mahmood Bhai stands out over the others. Although it is a seemingly small and subtle incident, I think it
speaks volumes about his character. It was during the ground breaking (foundation stone) ceremony for
Baitus Samee mosque in July 1998. Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV™ was in Houston to lay the foundation
stone. As the cement for the foundation stone began to be shoveled into the ground, a few tiny drops of ce-
ment sprinkled onto Hazoor’s™ shoes and ‘shalwar’. There was a large and tightly knit crowd of people
around the foundation site and Hazoor™ did not have sufficient room to step back and avoid the cement drops.
Upon seeing this Mahmood Bhai instinctively kneeled down in front of Hazoor™ and wiped Hazoor’s™ shoes
with a handkerchief and remained kneeled in front of Hazoor™ to shield Hazoor™ from the cement drops."

Mahmood Khan Sahib is survived by his wife, Shazia Khan Sahiba, and his two year old son, Ehan
Mahmood Khan. He is also survived by five siblings and his parents, whom currently reside in Los Angeles,
California. May Allah give his family the strength to bear this burden and they find peace, Ameen. May Allah
rest his soul and give him higher rankings in the hereafter, Ameen. May there be many sprouts of new
Mahmood’s to serve the Jama at in the way that he did, Ameen.
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REQUEST FOR PRAYERS AT THE SAD DEMISE OF
MASOOD AHMAD KHURSHID SANORI SAHIB

Hamdah Farooqi, UK

At 4 am on Thursday 23 Sep. 2010 M. A Khurshid Sanori Sahib passed away from this transient world to
meet his Lord and Master in the eternal World of the hereafter. Innalillah e wa Inna llahey Rajeoon.

He was born on first Ramadhanul Mubarak, 18" April, 1923 in the town of Sanor, district Patiala. Both
his parents, Maulvi Qudratullah Sanori™ and Raheeman Bibi Sahiba (D/O of Karim Baksh Sahib™) were com-
panions of the Promised Messiah™.

After initial schooling in Sanor, he received his education in Qadian and had the great blessing of work-
ing under the directives of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih 11", in his office as a trainee accountant, later working as
an accountant on Hazoor’s™ farms in Sindh, after which he lived in Baluchistan, Lahore and Karachi, where he

had the Blessing of active services for the Jama at

Khurshid Sanori Sahib was absolutely devoted to Khalifatul Masih in every call of the Khalifa. In 1991
he moved to the U.S.A with his wife, Nasirah Begum Sahiba. For most of the time they lived in the States of
Florida and Georgia. Members of the Jama ‘at in both these states benefitted greatly from his untiring service in
fields of Tal'eem, Tarbiyyat, Tabligh and financial sacrifice. Where ever he lived he would offer his house to be
used by members of the Jama'at for Jumu'ah Prayers and for holding of Ta'leem and Tarbiyyat meetings.
Throughout his life he served in various offices in the Jama at but he would not limit himself and worked tire-
lessly and selflessly in all departments with exceptional zeal and vigor. He always used the guidance he received
from Hadhrat Musleh Mau’ood™ in all aspects of life and organization.

In the U.S he received many awards over the years for his outstanding Ansar work and was able to in-
crease the participation of Jama 'ar members in activities and in financial sacrifice. He worked towards creating a
strong bond of affection and brotherhood amongst members.

On Friday 24" Sep. his body was taken to the Atlanta Mosque, Baitul Bagi. (He had personally assisted
in acquiring this Mosque). After the Jumu 'ah Prayers, President Georgia Jamaat, Hazeem Pudhiapura Sahib led
the funeral prayers, where a number of the nau Muba'een whom he had so lovingly nurtured and cared for had
gathered together with the Jamaat members. The body was then taken on the journey to Maryland for burial. On
Saturday 25" of Sep. the body arrived at Masjid Baitur Rehman, Silver Spring, MD and after the Zuhar Prayers
the funeral prayers were led by Maulana Naseem Mahdi Sahib, Missionary in-charge and Na'ib Ameer USA.
The burial took place at the Ahmadiyya cemetery, “Magbaratus Salam. Moosian section” at Sykesville. Mary-
land Lakeview Gardens. At the completion of the burial Maulana Naseem Mahdi Sahib led the silent prayers.

Khurshid Sanori Sahib is survived by his four sons and four daughters and 44 grand and great grand chil-
dren. His sons and daughters are:

Hameed Ahmad Anwer Sahib, UK.

Munir Ahmad Khurshid Sahib, Brampton, Canada.

Karim Ahmad Sahib, Portland, Oregon.U.S.A

Majeed Ahmad Sanori Sahib, Virginia. U.S.A

Sadqa Karamat Sahiba, wife of Hameed Karamat Sahib, UK

Mubarikah Waseem Sahiba, Wife of Muhammad Waseem Sahib, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A
Hamdah Sanori Farooqi, wife of Shajar Ahmad Farooqi Sahib, UK

Naseerah Qamar Sahiba, wife of Qamar Ahmad Sahib, Karachi, Pakistan.
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With the Grace of Allah the Almighty all the children were able to be present for the funeral except for
the daughter in Pakistan who was unable to get the visa.

In his last few days Sanori Sahib instructed his family to convey his salaam to Hadhrat Ameerul Momi-
neen™ and all brothers and sisters of the Jama'at and request prayers for his maghfirat, and to request
Hazoor's permission to be buried at an Ahmadiyya cemetery'’s plot designated for Moosis in U.S.A.

All members of the Jama at are requested most humbly to pray for Sanori Sahib that May Allah the
Gracious and Merciful receive the departed soul in His eternal Mercy and grant him forgiveness and elevate
his status to include him amongst his chosen servants. Ameen. Also kindly pray for the children and future
generations of Sanori Sahib to be granted the strength and steadfastness to bear this loss with fortitude and to
continue with the dedication to worship of Allah the Almighty and the service to the aims of the Promised
Messiah™ and be humble servants of the Khalifa and the Jama at, so the Light of Love and Dedication and vig-
orous service Lives on in the future generations.

dhhhdhnk

SAD DEMISE

It is reported with great sadness that my elder brother Karimullah Khan Nasir ( son of late Professor
Habibullah Khan of T.I. College, Rabwah) passed away on October 23, 2010 in Karachi. He had a breathing
problem for few years. He was admitted in a hospital where he breathed his last after few hours. He was
74. Inna Lillahe wa Inna Alahe Rajeoon. My Allah elevate his ranks in paradise and give strength to the be-
reaved family to bear this loss. Kalimullah Khan, Laurel. Maryland

MARRIAGE CEREMONY

Mr. and Mrs. Latif and Rubina Nazir Khalil of Silver Spring, Maryland Jama'at arranged the marriage
ceremony of their daughter Afshan Nazir Khalil with John Hanyok son of Mr. & Mrs. John and Kathleen
Hanyok at Baitur Rahman Mosque on Friday, October 1, 2010. Men were seated at Ansarullah Hall, and la-
dies were upstairs in Lajna Hall after Maghrib/Isha Prayers. After recitation of the Holy Qur’an and Nazam,
Latif Khalil Nazir introduced both the families. Then Maulana Naseem Mahdi Sahib conducted the Nikah and
shed some light on the dedicated services of Maulana Nazir Ahmad Ali Sahib in Africa for Ahmadiyyat where
he laid down his life. He hoped and prayed that this couple becomes an exemplary couple. At the end Respect-
ed Ameer Sahib highlighted that the dowry amount is agreed upon in following the tradition of the Holy
Prophet™" of Islam and nothing else. He extended congratulations and best wishes to both families and led in
silent Dua. After that a reception dinner was served.

AMEEN CEREMONY

At the successful conclusion of 29" National ljtema Ansarullah on Sunday, October 10, 2010, an Ameen
ceremony was held at Baitur Rahman after Zuhar/Asr Prayers. Respected Ameer Sahib asked Syeda
Mehrunisa Sabahat (age 6) daughter of Syed Saadat Ahmad (Mohtamim Mugami) son of Maulana Syed Sham-
shad Ahmad Nasir (Missionary Southwest) son of Syed Shauket Ali (MTA operator, Earth Station) to recite a
few verses of the Holy Qur’an, which she did very clearly. A large number of members were present who
Jjoined in the collective silent Dua.
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A TABLIGH EVENT ORGANIZED BY
COLUMBUS, OH JAMA’AT

Mirza Mahmood Ahmad, Secretary Tabligh

On Eid ul Fiter day we had a program in which 7 pastors came from different churches of a small town
Lithopolos, Ohio with a population of only 2000, to condemn the burning of the Holy Qur’an by a pastor of
a small church in Florida. After the prayer from a Christian pastor, Sura Al-Fatiha with translation was recit-
ed by Shaib Awan a 7ifl of our Jama'at. Then Pastor Ben Foulk a spokesperson from Christian pastors
spoke for a few minutes. He represented all the other churches and showed a great concern about sanctity of
all the scriptures. He talked about the respect of all the Muslims and especially the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community being our neighbor next to our Groveport Village.

After him our spokesperson, Dr. Abdus Salaam, President of our community, Columbus, Ohio spoke
about the respect and peace and harmony amongst different religions. He welcomed the representatives of
different churches who came in the mosque as our neighbors to support us and wished that this may continue
in the future as well. This humble servant of Jama at being an organizer thanked all the pastors and the me-
dia reporters who came at a very short notice. Br. Naseer Waseem was stage secretary who also introduced
the guests. Total attendance was nearly 200, being 50 non Muslim and non Ahmadi guests. The major news
paper Columbus Dispatch, and four TV news channels came to cover the story. Lunch was served after the
event. Alhamdolillah all liked the event and Allah blessed us abundantly. Some links are as follows

Local ministers group condemns Florida pastor's plans

Friday, September 10, 2010 12:21 PM
By Meredith Heagney, The Columbus Dispatch

A local ministerial group today condemned a Florida pastor's plan to burn the Quran on Saturday, but
said the attention drawn to it was a blessing in disguise. The Rev. Terry Jones drew international criticism
when he announced plans to burn the Quran on Saturday, the ninth anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks. President Barack Obama urged him to reconsider, and Defense Secretary Robert Gates contacted him
personally. Yesterday, Jones canceled his plans. But later, he said he might reconsider, saying that he had
been promised that in exchange, plans for a Mosque near Ground Zero would be changed. The imam in
charge of those plans has said he has never talked to Jones. Four pastors representing the Canal Winchester-
Lithopolis Ministerial Association came to the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community mosque in Groveport to say
the group condemns the kind of disrespect that is threatened in Florida. "We can take what is evil and turn it
to good through interfaith dialogue," said the Rev. Ben Foulk, pastor of Lithopolis United Methodist
Church. Just as terrorists don't represent all of Islam, Jones doesn't represent Christianity, he said. Foulk said
that just a few weeks ago he didn't know the Groveport mosque existed. Then its leaders reached out to him.
That's why the Florida threat was a blessing in disguise, said Abdus Salam Malik, mosque president. He said
it's building understanding. "It was so heartwarming, so beautiful, our Christian neighbors supporting us," he
said.
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KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
UNITED STATES SENATOR
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20510-4304

July 17, 2010

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA
1333 Spears Road
Houston, Texas 77067

Dear Friends:

Thank you for inviting me to participate in your 62" annual convention through this
message of appreciation,

I applaud the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA for your work to promote peace —
and for being an important voice against violence and extremism. It is important that we take a
firm stand against terrorism and support freedom. Religious freedom is a right that should not
and must not be infringed upon.

Thank you for taking a stand in the face of harsh legal restrictions and officially-
sanctioned discrimination that is ongoing in Pakistan. I am proud that the United States
Commission on International Religious Freedom has recognized the Ahmadi Minority and
supports the lifting of the discriminatory laws in Pakistan.

With my best wishes for a successful convention.

Sincerely,

KBH/Ihp
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

RICK PERRY

GOVERNOR

Greetings:

As Governor of Texas, it is my pleasure to extend greetings to everyone attending the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA’s 62" Annual Convention in Chantilly, Virginia.

Communities of faith have played an invaluable role in building our great nation.
Throughout history, in times of plenty, in days of scarcity, in periods of joy and in
moments of sorrow, many have turned to prayer, reaching out to a higher being for
courage, for guidance, to seek solace and to give thanks.

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA members are dedicated to promoting a message of
peace among the Muslim population, and for 90 years this group has helped to unite
thousands of believers, making it the oldest organization of its kind in North America.
Congratulations on all your achievements.

First Lady Anita Perry and [ send best wishes for a wonderful convention,

Sincerely,

ICK 7,‘6& J
Rick Perry
Governor

Post Orice Box 12428 Avsmiy, Texas 78711 (512) 463-2000 (Voice)/Diar 7-1-1 Fox Rriay SEkvces
VisT wew, TDAsONUNE. oM THE OFcaLWes SITE oF THE Stame oF Texas
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/— AHMADIYYA ' .
MUSLIM COMMUNITY
o Muslims who believe in the Messiah,
United States of America Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Qadiani*

AUGUST 18,2010

DR. LUTFUR RAHMAN SAHIB
PRESIDENT
AHMADIYYA MUSLIM MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

&QQJJ?S?_I]QPJUI

Hazrat Khalifatul Masieh Al-Khamis has approved the following
officers for the Ahmadiyya Muslim Medical Association:

PRESIDENT: Dr. Lutfur Rahman Sahib
Vice President: Dr. Yunus Ismael Sahib
General Secretary: Dr. Ahsen Khan Sahib
Treasurer: DR. Naeem Lughmani Sahib

I welcome the team, and hope and pray all will be able to serve the
purpose of Masieh Mo’oud as and the guidance of Khalifatul
Masteh Al-Khamis. Insha’Allab.

Our outgoing President Dr. Mohammad Ali Mumtaz Sahib has
indeed been distinguished not only in his field but also his
commitment to the Association.

We all applaud his work, his gentleman’s demeanor, and look
forward to his involvement in other ways. Insha’Allah.

JSld ?ﬂu‘ 9
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Ahsanullah Zafar
Copy: Dr. Mohammad Ali Mumtaz

15000 Good Hope Road, Silver Spring, MD 20903
phone: 301-879-0110 fax: 301-879-0115 www ahmadiyya.us 1-800-Why-lslam



