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s
260(3)(b) ‘Non-Muslim means a person who is not a
Muslim and includes a person belonging to the Christian,
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist or Parsi community, a person of the
Qadiani Group or the Lahori Group who call themselves
Ahmadies or by any other name or a Bahai and a person
belonging to any of the Scheduled Castes.
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15. Of all the Articles relating to the minorities’ rights,
Article 20 is of prime significance.—
(a) The right to religious conscience conferred under
this Article does not make any distinction between majority
and minority or Muslim and Non-Muslim. It is in the nature
of an Equal Religious Protection Clause conferred on every

citizen, every religious
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privately and publicly his or her religion. Moreover, it
confers the additional right not only to profess and practice
his own religion but to have the right to propagate his or her
religion to others. It is important to note that this propagation
ofreligion has not been limited to Muslims having the right
to propagate their religion but this right is equally conferred
on Non-Muslims to propagate their religion to their own
community and to other communities. (PLD 2014 SC 699)
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denomination, and every sect thereof. This equal

religious protection clause is in the same nature as equal
justice under the law and equal protection under the law
clauses conferred under Articles 4 and 25. In other words,
every absolute equality, and there is no distinction among
citizens, religious denominations, and sects thereof, as far as
the right to religious conscience is concerned.

(b) The right to religious conscience is a fundamental

right. It has not been subjected to or subordinated to any
other provision of the Constitution because it is only subject
to law, public order, and morality, and not to any religious
clauses of the Constitution. The very term law, public order,
and morality has been used in non-religious terms, as the
notion of law or public order or morality is not reducible to
the Islamic meanings of these terms. Therefore, Article 20
has a certain preeminence in the Constitution, being only
subject to the general restrictions of law, public order, and
morality, of which three terms cannot be interpreted or used
in such a restrictive way as to curtail the basic essence and
meaning of the pre-eminent right to religious conscience.
(¢) The right to profess and practice is conferred not

only on religious communities but also on every citizen.
What this means is that every citizen can exercise this right to
profess, practice, and propagate his religious views even
against the prevailing or dominant views of its own religious
denomination or sect. In other words, neither the majority
religious denomination or sect nor the minority religious
denomination or sect can impose its religious will on the
citizen. (e) The right of religious conscience conferred on
every citizen is a right conferring three distinct rights i.e.,
Right to Profess, Right to Practice, and Right to Propagate.
What this means is that Article 20 does not merely confer a

private right to profess but confers a right to practice both
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